
Our school places the 
highest value on the form-
ative assessments that are 
done throughout the 
school year on a daily ba-
sis as self-evaluations by 
the student and observa-
tions by the staff. Their 
purpose is to inform learn-
ers and staff about the 
students’ progress and the 
direction of future lessons. 

This year, the school also 
used MAP Growth assess-
ments three times during 
the year as a way of get-
ting more detailed infor-
mation about academic 
progress than the State’s 
CAASPP testing provides. 
The MAP assessment also 

shows a student’s growth 
compared to previous 
scores, and a student’s 
ranking compared to na-
tional student norms. We 
also used the DESSA to 
screen for social-
emotional development. 

Finally, the end of year 
CAASPP testing mandated 
by the State gives a sum-
mative assessment of 
grade level State standard 
competency. The scores 
from these are one ele-
ment used by the State to 
measure how well a school 
is doing in providing its 
learning program.  

The MAP Growth and 

CAASPP standardized as-
sessments are not always 
the best way to measure 
student progress, because 
many students do not do 
their best with this kind of 
testing. Because the tests 
are now computer adap-
tive, some students do not 
take them seriously and 
just click on any answer. 
For other students, this is 
allergy season and they 
are not feeling well. Some 
students just aren’t used 
to writing on computers or 
using a computer mouse. 

This is why we depend on 
our ongoing formative as-
sessment observations as 
the most useful, and we 
use a combination of all 
assessments to made in-
structional decisions. 

The Why of Assessments 
by Celeste Beck, Principal 

Brief Reminders: 

TUESDAYS & FRIDAYS 
lunch fundraisers $4 

WEDNESDAY—Bank Day 
for Savings Bank  

Apr 29-May 5—Screen 
Free Week 

Apr 29-May 17—Academic 
and Fitness Assessments 
(make-up time extends into 
the following week) 

May 14—Board Cabinet 
Meeting, 4:45 PM 

May 23—Parent Council 
Meeting—LCAP Public 
Presentation and Hearing 
5:30 PM 

May 27—Memorial Day Hol-
iday, no school 

May 29-June 4—Guide-led 
Conferences, 1:30 dismissal 

June 5—End of Year BBQ 
and Bridging, 5:30 PM 

June 6—Last day of school, 
2:30 dismissal 

August 13-15—Orientation 
conferences 

August 19—First day of 
school 
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and settings is encour-
aged, it results in a rich 
panoply of joyful and chal-
lenging experiences; ones 
that exercise children’s 
minds and develop their 
gross and fine motor 
skills. Conversely, when 
young children spend time 
in passive engagement 
with screens—in other 
words, when screen time 
displaces play time—
valuable opportunities for 
healthy growth and devel-
opment are lost.”  

Read more at http://
www.communityplaything
s.com/resources/
articles/2019/screen-free-
week-supports-school-
success-and-whole-body-
play  

Our final Parent Meeting of 
the year will be Thursday, 
May 23rd with potluck at 5 
and meeting at 5:30. 

are easily bored and whin-
ing is no fun. It’s so easy 
to give in, but if you can 
do this for a week while 
the kids are in school, 
maybe the summer will be 
a lot more fun, active, and 
creative with less screen 
time. All humans need 
play, our brains actually 
learn more information 
during play, and neurons 
are built faster at play 
than direct learning times. 
This article from Commu-
nity Playthings states this 
about play: “Healthy play 
requires a vast array of 
sensory play: nature im-
mersion and exploration, 
reading, social play at 
school, and independent 
and family play at home. 
When play in these forms 

Hello from your Parent 
Reps!! April has come and 
gone with some great field 
trips for many classrooms, 
a very fun school spirit 
day, and of course, Spring 
Break!!  

The Roots & Shoots event 
was very fun and well at-
tended. There was danc-
ing and gaming. The gam-
ing was a lot of fun. If you 
missed it this year we will 
be doing a similar theme 
next year with even more 
games!!  

This week is Screen-Free 
Week. Finding things to 
do that do not involve the 
use of a screen is hard to 
do these days. Children 

http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2019/screen-free-week-supports-school-success-and-whole-body-play
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2019/screen-free-week-supports-school-success-and-whole-body-play
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2019/screen-free-week-supports-school-success-and-whole-body-play
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2019/screen-free-week-supports-school-success-and-whole-body-play
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2019/screen-free-week-supports-school-success-and-whole-body-play
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2019/screen-free-week-supports-school-success-and-whole-body-play
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2019/screen-free-week-supports-school-success-and-whole-body-play
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2019/screen-free-week-supports-school-success-and-whole-body-play


Page 2 The Leaflette 

Peaceful Praying Mantis Families, 
this wonderful year is starting to 
come to an end, and with it comes 
lots of fun-filled activities. Please 
read this article with calendar in 
hand so you can save several im-
portant dates (in asterisks***)! 

*A big thank you to all parents who 
have brought in delicious snacks 
this year! Please sign up for a May/
June snack shift on our front door. 

*Each Tree of Life class has fund-
raisers. Tony and Stacy make 
weekly lunches and Angela has a 
Turkey Trot race. Primary is looking 
for volunteers to make and sell or-
ganic fruit juice popsicles after-
school for 20-30 minutes and/or run 
a weekly “drive -thru” coffee and 
snack fundraiser in the morning 
before school. Please call Molly 
ASAP if you are able to help with 
either of these events (or if you 
have an even better idea). 

Our class is celebrating Cinco de 
Mayo by learning a ballet folklorico 
dance and by making papel picado 
(banners of cut tissue paper). 

*Make sure to RSVP for our Moth-
er’s (Aunts, Grandmas, Dads, Un-
cles and Grandpas can join in too) 
Day Tea Party on May 10th at 
1:30pm. You spend hours every 
day devoted to your beloved chil-
dren. Come relax, as our Primary 
children serve and honor you! Con-
nect with other families and plan 
play dates for the summer! We re-
quest a donation of $5.00/person to 
help us purchase ingredients for our 
teas, class-baked goodies, and 
classroom supplies. 

A big thank you to all to our drivers 
for fieldtrips this year. The Bodega 
Bay trip was a huge success. Many 
thanks, Faer! The children are still 
talking about it! From seeing a very 
lively octopus who put on a show of 
swimming around and changing 
colors for us, to holding sea stars 
and sea urchins (and learning about 
their little white teeth), to seeing 
tanks of unusual fish and digging 
holes in the sand, down to the wa-
ter table; our trip had all sorts of 
adventures! We ate lunch by “hole 
in the head,” a site designated for a 

nuclear power 
plant, which 
was started but 
not completed 
thanks to the 
San Andreas 
Fault and some 
very active pro-
testors. This led 
to a discussion 
of how our 
words and ac-
tions can make 
great changes 
for this planet.  
Speaking of our 
planet, we have 
been practicing 

a new song for Earth Day. Ask your 
child to sing Jack Johnson’s 3 R’s 
Song. If you would like to cue your 
child, just start out by saying, “3 is 
a magic number.” 

We are taking two more fieldtrips 
this year. Please sign up on Parent 
Square to drive. The first excursion 
is to the Mendocino Ballet on May 
29th ,  to see “Sleeping Beauty’s 
Wedding” at Mendocino College. 
The performance starts at 9 so 

Peaceful Praying Mantis Class News 
By Molly Johnson, Guide 

Attendance Stats 

please meet in class and we’ll start 
loading up at 8:30. Please have 
your child and their car seat to 
school by 8:15. The cost of this trip 
is $5.00 per child and/or adult. The 
second trip will be on Monday, June 
3rd to the Children’s Museum in 
Santa Rosa. The tickets for children, 
with our discounted rate is $5.00 
per child and $12.00 for adults. We 
will gather in our class between 
7:30 and 7:45 and leave at 8:00 
sharp so we can enjoy a full morn-
ing of fun. This is a conference day, 
so we will leave Santa Rosa at noon 
and return to school between 1 and 
1:30. 

*Please sign up to drive for our field 
trips and for end of the year confer-
ences on ParentSquare. If your 
child is moving to the next grade, I 
recommend observing in both clas-
ses so we can discuss your teacher 
preference for next year. We cannot 
make any guarantees because we 
balance ages, girl and boy ratios, 
children that work well together and 
a myriad of other considerations, 
but we do our best to accommodate 
requests. If your child will be an 
elder next year in the Primary 
Class, we will have a special train-
ing and celebration for your child! 

No school on 
Memorial 
Day -
Monday, May 
27th. 

*Save the 
date! Make 
sure to at-
tend our 
wonderful 
Bridging Cer-

emony and end of the year Potluck 
on Wednesday, June 5th. Stay tuned 
for details.  

Our school average percentage for 
the last three months for students 
not chronically absent is 76%. We 
are doing 1% better than the last 
report for Jan-Mar. But this still 
means that 24% of our students 
were absent from school more than 
10% of the time. That is too high! 

Please help our school get closer to 
our attendance goal of decreasing 
our chronic absenteeism rate to 
only 10%. Making sure your child 
does and turns in independent 
study work for absent days will 
make a big difference in attaining 

our goals and in your child’s learn-
ing and development. 

You can contribute to your child’s 
academic  success by making sure 
she or he arrives to school on time, 
attends every day unless they are 
truly ill, or does independent study 
work when unable to make it to 
school for any reason.  

Congratulations to these students 
with 100% attendance this period: 
Kyle, Julian, Jade, Lila, Damien, 
Luciella, Micah, Kaitlyn, Franklin, 
Jake, Amelia, Kenny, Emmett, and 
John. A special shout out to the 
Fontino family for all three children 
having perfect attendance! 



April has been a wonderful time with 
many students settling into good 
routines with their work.  We have 
studied sentence analysis, parts of 
speech, factors, multiples, multipli-
cation memorization songs and 
games, botany, and the fundamen-
tal needs of humans.  We also had 2 
wonderful fieldtrips in the beginning 
of the month.  The first was to the 
Luther 
Burbank 
Center to 
see the 
“Street 
Beats” 
perfor-
mance 
and a his-
tory of hip 
hop dance. The second was an 
amazing trip sponsored and orga-
nized by Kenji’s mother Faer to the 
Bodega Bay Marine Laboratory.  
These were wonderful trips to have 
just before heading off to spring 
break. Our last fieldtrip will be an 
overnight campout to the Mendocino 
Woodlands on May 16th and 17th 
Please go to the following link to the 
post on Parent Square for infor-
mation:  

https://www.parentsquare.com/
feeds/1428936Top of Form  

CAASPP Testing has started in the 
last week of April for our 3rd grade 
students. It is good to have a 
healthy snack and exercise before 
testing.  Hopefully I have roused 
folks to donate 
appropriate 
snacks for our 
testing week 
that we are cur-
rently undergo-
ing. 

In May our class 
does a study of 
ancient civiliza-
tions from a 
particular part of the world. This 
year we are focusing on North and 
South America. Each of the students 
will be placed in a group that will be 
studying one these 4 ancient civili-
zations:  Inca, Maya, Aztec, or the 
Mound Builders of Mississippi. The 
children will then collaboratively cre-
ate a presentation that effectively 
illustrates how this ancient civiliza-
tion met their fundamental human 
needs.  These are collaborative pro-
jects that the children must work 

together to accomplish or vote to 
designate who will be responsible 
for completion.  They will be making 
food, writing scripts, performing 
plays, constructing models, dia-
graming timelines, and much more!  
A rubric of sorts and a list of who is 
in each group will be handed out to 
each student it is also available 
online here: 

https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1o7JxEZBTaBZ4gYnfDOsTu86mK6
tJjjJbaDAbl6flmC8/edit?usp=sharing 

Be sure to ask your child to see it so 
you have an idea what they will be 
working on over the month of May.  
They will likely need parental or 
guardian assistance to complete 
some of these tasks.  All year long 
the middles and elders have been 
asking when we can start “the 
Game” of ancient civilization. It 
seems as if every year the students 
report to me that this is their favor-
ite time and activity of the entire 
school year.  Many students were 
deeply engaged, having fun and in 
the end retained a great deal of 
knowledge about ancient civiliza-
tions. Here is a link to the game re-
sources:  

https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1bnl5LbEJa0cAivkCm2Nqesxffhmk
hR7RWorcTxBIrxE/edit?usp=sharing 

Maria Montessori once said, “Our 
aim is not merely to make the child 
understand, and still less to force 
him to memorize, but so to touch 
his imagination as to enthuse him to 
his innermost core." Every year this 
project is my attempt to live up to 
that expectation.  Their final works 
will be on display at the end of the 
year conferences for you to view.  
Their mythical plays and food festi-
val will be on Thursday, May 23rd.  
The food festival will take place 
around 9:30am for our snack time 
and our plays will begin in the after-
noon. Costumes and makeup will be 
applied right after lunch at 12:30 
pm.  Adults are welcome to partici-
pate and assist with both activities. 
Thank you all for having the oppor-
tunity to work with your children 
over the year.  I look forward to 
speaking with you all at the end of 
year conference and discussing op-
tions and plans for continued learn-
ing over the summer. It has been a 
wonderful ride, thank you for shar-
ing it with me. 

Jr. El. 1 Golden Gecko News 
By Anthony Esserman Melville, Guide 

Page 3 The Leaflette 

Looking Forward 
to Next Year 

Attached to this newsletter will be 
the school calendar for next year. 
The school will continue to have 175 
instructional days, but we will start 
on the same date as Ukiah Unified. 
What will be different is the addition 
of a few extra days of vacation at the 
winter and spring breaks. This deci-
sion was informed by your survey 
responses, so thank you to those 
who participated. Those two times of 
year also happen to be when the 
school has the most absences, so we 
hope this will help with vacation 
planning. 

We are pleased to announce that 
Stacy Strauss will work next year as 
the Assistant Principal while she 
learns from Celeste all the tasks and 
information required as a Principal. 
Stacy  has been with the school as a 
Guide since its founding, so we feel 
we have the very best candidate for 
our future Principal. 

So, you wonder, who will be teaching 
in the Jr. Elementary 2 class? We are 
pleased to have Veronica Padilla as 
our new Jr. Elementary Guide. Ve-
ronica has a degree in mathematics 
and originally planned on teaching 
high school students. But after work-
ing at Tree of Life with Tony this 
year, she has fallen in love with Mon-
tessori and working with younger 
students! 

Also next year, the school will be-
come its own LEA for special educa-
tion, rather than relying on services 
from Ukiah Unified. This will be a 
huge change for us, but we think it 
will serve our students better. So, 
we are also pleased to announce that 
Sara Esserman Melville will be our 
Special Education Coordinator/
Teacher.  

One more change for next year will 
be the school meal program that is 
now required of all charter schools. 
We have determined that the best 
way, and the only way we can really 
afford, is to have a simple breakfast 
program in the mornings. Students 
from families who are eligible for free 
and reduced fee breakfasts will be 
provided those, while all others will 
be able to have breakfast for a full 
fee. We will be asking families to pre
-order the week before so that we 
can stock appropriately. The kitchen 
off the Primary class will be remod-
eled over summer to meet health 
department specifications. 
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Jr. El. 2 Mighty Meerkats News  
by Stacy Strauss, Guide 
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put in the landfill!  
We also got our 
creative juices 
flowing by making 
a collaborative 
world map with 
paper doll people 
surrounding it.  It 
will decorate our 
classroom wall. 
We also made 
some bottle 
bricks to fill our cob bench that is in 
the process of being finished. We 
are going to continue to fill more 
plastic bottles with our landfill waste 
and put them in the bench.  It will 
be a nice addition to our play yard.  
Also, in April, I gave the 4th Great 
Lesson about the history of lan-
guage.  We practiced the Sumerian 
alphabet, which is called Cuneiform, 
and the Egyptian Hieroglyphic al-
phabet.  This is a nice segue into 
our study of Ancient Egypt coming 
up. 

Our school year is winding down and 
there are so many exciting things 
happening while I am going to try to 
fit in as many lessons as I can be-
fore the last day of school.  The 
Mighty Meerkats have really bonded 
and LOVE to work together, so our 
end of the year big project will be 
done in groups.  We will be learning 

about the Ancient Civilizations of 
Europe and Africa, including the 
Greeks, Romans, Phoenicians, and 
Egyptians.  They will learn how each 
civilization met their fundamental 
human needs.  Thanks to a grant 
from Raley’s that I applied for, we 
will be tasting different fruits and 
vegetables grown in California.  We 
will see how many different ones I 
can fit in before the end of the year!  
We have our overnight field trip on 
May 16-17 to Mendocino Wood-
lands.  We will be staying in canvas 
tent/cabins.  Please see the infor-
mation on Parent Square at https://
www.parentsquare.com/
feeds/1428936.  I am looking for-
ward to spending time with the stu-
dents doing some outdoor science 
education!   

Wow, as I wrote this newsletter, I 
realize how much we need to fit in 
these last few weeks!  I guess we 
will see how it goes!  As always, 
don’t hesitate to contact me with 
any questions or feedback!  

The Mighty Meerkats have been 
ready to be outside!  They have 
been busy finding all the insects that 
have been hatching in our play yard 
during our outside time.  They gaze 
longingly out the window when we 
are inside.  I have been busy incor-
porating as much work outside as I 
can.  In April, we made kites, went 

to the Bodega 
Bay Marine 
Center and 
played at the 
beach, went 
outside for 
nature obser-
vations, plant-
ed in the gar-
den, and had 
lessons at our 
picnic table.  
This is also the 
time when 
hands-on les-

sons are important because they all 
seem to have the wiggles!  We cele-
brated Earth Day and Green Week 
by learning about different ways to 
reduce our waste.  Their lunch 
waste challenge was a success!  
Their landfill lunch waste on the first 
day was 73 grams. On the last day 
of the week, it was 7 grams!  They 
reduced their waste by almost 90%! 
Many of them were so excited to 
show me that they had nothing to 

time.  

Sometime in May there is going to 

be a student survey asking students 

how they feel about safety, respon-

sibility, respect, challenging learn-

ing, field trips, and other activities 

at school. When we get the survey 

results, we will publish them. We 

may add something to the survey 

about attend-

ance.  

We haven’t 

voted on it 

yet, but we 

will likely 

have a Water 

Day on 

Wednesday, 

June 5th to 

celebrate the 

end of the 

Student Council 
News 
By Evelyn and Franklin 

At our last Spirit Day in April, people 

were playing games, especially a 

Hide and Seek Game with colored 

eggs. The teacher had a golden egg.  

During the middle of the game, the 

teachers could not go hide because 

they had to manage the eggs. The 

game was reset in the middle be-

cause everyone had eggs and there 

were no more seekers.  

Our next Spirit Day on May 22 is 

Combination Day. Each student may 

bring a combination of plushie, 

game, and toy to school, but all 3 

must fit in their backpack. Students 

may bring anywhere from zero to 

three items. There will be a longer 

recess to provide more sharing 

school year. Later that day will be 

the annual end of year school bar-

becue and bridging ceremony.  

Thank you to all the students who 

served on Student Council and as 

Board Representatives this year! 

Thank you to all the students, par-

ents and staff who support the 

school.  

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/1428936
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As the sun’s rays become more per-
pendicular and the AC blows re-
freshing cool air across our homes, 
we begin to set our eyes on the long 
lazy summer days. But not so fast!! 
There is still a lot of learning and 
fun to be had in the here and now! 
While, at the beginning of the year, 
I did not like the name the class 
voted on, it certainly has described 
us as a learning community. So 
many of our members are very ran-
dom. While content to be true to 
themselves, there is worry amongst 
them (which is a normal develop-
mental trait at this age) regarding 
fitting in, the desire to belong, and 
to be accepted. And it is this desire, 
in attempting to meet this need, I 
often see inappropriate behaviors. 
As a class we have begun a series of 
Grace and Courtesy Lessons that 
Celeste chose for us based on ob-
servations over the course of two 
semesters. We have begun with 
what to do when you are afraid, and 
how to reward yourself.  

In the discourse of this conversa-
tion, some are fearful of not belong-
ing or getting judged--judged for 
being different or “weird.” We have 
been discussing judgement and how 
often we only see a small piece of 
an event, or often we do not have 
the whole context of a situation. 
When missing a piece of infor-
mation, our judgement changes. So, 
we discussed asking clarifying ques-

tions. 

I start this article with these anec-
dotes to illustrate that being at 
school has value, not just in terms 
of academics, not just in terms of 
attendance credit, but also in terms 
of social-emotional learning. As 
much as reading and math have 
value, so do our Grace and Courtesy 
Lessons. These lessons are some-
times formal, and sometimes they 
are individual and contextual--based 
on events that had happened.  

This group of students has truly 
been incredible and unique, and as 
they come together and learn, they 
have pushed each other often into 
becoming their best selves. I want 
to take an opportunity to thank all 
of our field trip chaperones who 
drove this year and had the chance 
to see firsthand just how beautiful 
each student is. 

To celebrate Green Week, we dis-
sected flowers, and we spent time 
out in nature doing child-inspired 
activities that varied from catching 
ladybugs and counting spots to us-
ing a compass and drawing maps of 
the school. We have been exploring 
minerals and rocks, ancient Roman 
times, different systems in the hu-
man body, and refining our math 
skills. We all have been working on 
customary measurement conver-
sions, and I look forward to our 

Sr. El. Random Mushrooms News  
by Angela Reglin, Guide 
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The act of chasing joy is like chasing 
a frightened cat. The more we run 
after it, the more elusive it be-
comes. In contrast, the happiest 
times often pop up at the least ex-
pected times, often when we aren’t 
pursuing them. 

According to most definitions, the 
term “serendipitous” refers to some-
thing positive discovered or experi-
enced by chance. 

How important is it that our children 
learn that true happiness and con-
tentment are not found in the accu-
mulation of material goods or excit-
ing activities, but are often found in 
seemingly chance experiences when 
they struggle with boredom and ex-
perience fulfilling relationships? 

school glue. 

Bored stiff and still huffing and puff-
ing, Cody sat by my side and began 
his construction project. Using a hot 
glue gun instead of my slow-drying 
variety, he created an entire vil-
lage, complete with livestock, be-
fore I’d finished the fourth wall of 
my first cabin. 

His upset turned to elation as he 
shared his creation with his mother 
and then posed for a photo. 

While joy does seem serendipitous, 
we can up the odds of it by creating 
more times where we relate to each 
other without the distractions of 
technology or highly stimulating 
activities. What’s the tough part? 
It’s weathering the boredom storms 
so we can experience the rainbows! 

Helping Kids Learn Serendipitous Joy 
By Dr. Charles Fay 

I wasn’t thinking this through too 
deeply when I thought about how 
nice it would be to have some quiet 
time with my son, Cody. “This will 
be great. Let’s have a technology-
free weekend!” 

He was less than impressed. “Aw, 
Dad. No… this is going to be the 
worst.” 

At first his forecast seemed spot on. 
Clouds and high winds swirled 
around as he moped about the 
house. “Oh, man… this is so boring.” 

Searching for something to fill the 
time, I sat at the table reenacting an 
activity I’d learned from my grand-
mother: making a cabin out of 
wooden matchsticks, toothpicks, and 

smoothie project.  

We begin CAASPP testing May 6th. 
Our time to do this will typically be 
from 9:00-10:30. To start our day, 
we will be playing outside and hav-
ing a light snack. At 10:30, I would 
also like to serve a second light 
snack. If there are any volunteers 
to bring fruit or items that fall with-
in our nutritional guidelines, I would 
be grateful.  

Thank you for your continued sup-
port in making your child’s educa-
tional journey inspirational and 
fruitful.  

Quiet observation in a classroom is 
the best way to see what is happen-
ing. If your child is moving to a dif-
ferent level classroom, we strongly 
urge you to make an appointment to 
observe in that room to see for 
yourself the types of learning activi-
ties, both academic and social, that 
are happening. 

Some things to look for in a Montes-
sori classroom are evidence of stu-
dents selecting and managing their 
own work, students collaborating 
with each other on projects, a stu-
dent helping or peer teaching anoth-
er, conflict resolution processing 
when an issue arises, adults model-
ing quiet worktime voices, adults 
guiding those needing extra support,  
a wide variety of different activities 
happening, manners at lessons. 

Observations 



From our charter:  

“Like parents everywhere, we care about 

our children, want what’s best for them, 

and know that their experience in school 

can have a great impact on the quality of 

their life.  We want them to have an educa-

tion that is worthy of their beauty and po-

tential.  We want them in a place where 

they are known, not as faces in a crowd, 

but individually and personally.  We want 

them in a school where they receive direct, 

high-quality attention, where their actual 

needs are met, where their potential is  

being realized.”  

Tree of Life Charter 
School  

Phone: 707-462-0913 
Fax: 707-462-0914 
E-mail:treeoflifeschool@pacific.net 
Website: www.treeoflifeschool.net 

Education for Life! 

241 Ford Rd. 
PO Box 966 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

Regular School Hours: 
M, T, Th, F—8:30 AM-3:15 PM 
W—8:30 AM-1:30 PM 
Before School Care 7:30-8:30 AM 
After School Care until 5:30 PM 
Student-Led Conference 2:30 PM Dismissal 
Guide-Led Conference 1:30 PM Dismissal 

Office News  
by Danza Davis, Business Manager 

 Hard to believe the end of the year 
is upon us! Thank you to everyone 
who helped with and attended Roots 
and Shoots, our biggest fundraiser 
of the year. This was one of our 
most successful events ever; thanks 
to your support, we raised over 
$10,000!  

Thank you to those who have kept 
up with their childcare payments 
and to those who have made an 
effort to address large balances; 
every bit does help. We provide this 
program as a service to the school 
community; the school does not 
receive state or federal funding to 
support the Before and After Care 
Program, and we do not charge 
more than is needed to support 
staffing and materials. The program 
is currently $4,500 under funded 
due to unpaid invoices! We would 
appreciate these fees being paid 
before the end of the school year so 
we can cover our expenses without 
drawing on funds from other ac-
counts. Unpaid childcare balances 
will carry forward to next year, and  
policy requires full payment before 
enrolling in next year’s program. 

Your child’s attendance record will 
stay with their files throughout their 
school years. Please remember to 
turn in all missing independent 
study packets to give your child the 
best possible record. Our state and 
federal funding is also determined 
by attendance, so please support 
our school by completing independ-
ent study for absent days.     

As always, make note of im-
portant items on the calendar at-
tached to this newsletter and 
available on ParentSquare. Guide-
Led Conferences begin the end of 
May and continue the first week of 
June. Be on the lookout for con-
ference sign-ups on ParentSquare. 
School will end at 1:30 on these 
days and childcare will be availa-
ble at the regular rates. These 
conferences are an important part 
of the Montessori curriculum and 
assessment process. 

Registration Packets for the 2019-
20 school year will be mailed at 
the beginning of July, so please let 
the office know of any address 
updates. It is important to return 
forms to the office by August 1st 
so that office staff can prepare 
data systems for the new school 
year.   

                                                      

We celebrate the end of our school 
year with a few annual events and 
activities. Look for reminders about 
these coming soon: 

May 30-June 4—End of year Guide-
led Conferences, with early dismis-
sal at 1:30 PM. The student, parent/
guardian, and Guide meet together 
to discuss how the year went, look 
at the student portfolio, and discuss 
the end of year progress report. 
Guides may give suggestions for 
learning activities to do over the 
summer to keep up or improve 
learning skills and knowledge. Sign 
up on ParentSquare. 

May—This year we will try having 
Parent Surveys online using the 
polling feature on ParentSquare. 
Your responses will be anonymous. 
Paper copies will also be available 
for those who prefer that method. 
Your responses and feedback help 
the school to make decisions about 
its programs and policies. (This is 
also why we really like it when you 
show up at Parent Meetings!) 

June 5—End of year BBQ and Bridg-
ing Ceremony 5:30 PM. Come early 
to set up barbecues. Bring an item 
to barbecue for your family and side 
dish, salad, or dessert for the pot-
luck. Bring your own beverages, but 
no alcohol. Bring reusable plates, 
bowls, utensils, napkins, etc. Bring 
lawn chairs, blankets, etc. to sit on. 
Classes will perform and students 
will bridge from childhood to adoles-
cence and from infancy to childhood 
in a special ceremony. 

 

Hot 
Lunch 

Fundraisers 

Support Jr. Elementary Class 
Fieldtrip Expenses 

 

Burrito Tuesdays & 
Pasta Fridays 

$4 

End of Year Events 
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Tree of Life Charter School Calendar 
   2019- 2020   

        = School days                 All Wednesdays are minimum days 1:30 dismissal 
        = Breaks/Holidays   SL = Student-Led Conferences 2:30 dismissal 
    W = Staff work days; no classes   GL = Guide-Led Conferences 1:30 dismissal 

3– Staff In-Service Training 
 
3–13—Spring Break  

25– Memorial Day Observed 
1–2— Guide-Led Conferences  
4– School Year Ends 2:30 Dismissal  
5– Staff Work Day  

1–3—Winter Break Continued                               

20—Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observed 

14—Lincoln’s Birthday Observed                    
17—Presidents’ Day Observed  

24-26— Student-Led Conferences  
 

16–31—Winter Break 

 

22–24—Student-Led Conferences 

2– Labor Day Observed  8-16–Staff Training and Prep Days 
13-15-Orientation Conferences  
19– School Year Starts 

4– Independence Day Observed  

1—Staff In-Service Training 
11—Veterans Day Observed 
25-29—Thanksgiving Break 
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