
In most schools, the 
teachers lead the confer-
ences and often the stu-
dents don’t even attend! 
At Tree of Life, we believe 

the student’s presence is 
essential to the purpose of 
conferencing, which is to 
check in on progress of 
individual goals and to 
make new goals. 

At our first quarter and 
third quarter conferences, 
the students themselves 

lead the conference with 
the parent/guardian using 
a portfolio of their work 
and demonstrations. The 
students will show work 

that has been collected 
during the quarter that 
illustrates what they are 
learning, and they will 
demonstrate activities in 
the classroom that they 
are mastering. Most stu-

dents will also have pre-
pared some reflections 

about their work, stating 
what they have learned 
and what they plan to 

work on  next. This pro-
cess is called metacogni-

tion and is a higher-order 
thinking skill.  

It’s really important that 

parents/guardians help 
the child think about and 
choose meaningful goals 
for the next quarter. Don’t 
miss your child’s confer-
ence! Sign up now on Par-

entSquare for conferences  
after school October 23-
25, early dismissal days. 

Student-Led Conferences 
by Celeste Beck, Principal 

Brief Reminders: 

Oct. 18—Parent Council 

meeting for all parents/

guardians: 5 pm light pot-

luck & social time, 5:30 

meeting; CHILD CARE PRO-

VIDED! 

Oct. 23-25—Student-Led 

Conferences for 1st quarter, 

early dismissal 2:30 on 

Tuesday & Thursday; sign up 

on ParentSquare 

Oct. 24—International Day 

celebration with potluck at 

noon; each family contrib-

utes one potluck lunch inter-

national dish; helpers need-

ed to set up at 11:30, serve, 

and clean up after 

November 1—NO 

SCHOOL; district in-service 

day for staff 

MONDAYS & FRIDAYS 

lunch fundraisers $4 

WEDNESDAY—Bank Day for 

Savings Bank  

Help always appreciated for 

Club Fridays 1:15-2:45 

 

Primary Class News 2 

Junior Elementary 1 Class 

News 

3 

Junior Elementary 2 Class 

News 

4 

Senior Elementary Class 

News 

5 

Office/Community News 6 

Inside this issue: 

October 2018 

Tree of Life Charter School  

Public Montessori Education 

The Leaflette 

Parent Council News  

By Kristi Binderup, Parent Representative 

tessori school in some stage 
of their life. It is interesting 
that many who attended 
Montessori school praise it as 
one of the important factors 
in them becoming successful.  
Larry Page and Sergey Brin – 
founders of Google; Jeff Be-
zos – founder of Ama-
zon.com; Jacqueline Bouvier 
Kennedy Onassis – former 
first lady (John F. Kennedy); 
Sean ‘P.Diddy’ Combs – sing-
er; Prince William and Prince 
Harry; T. Berry Brazelton – 
pediatrician and author; Julia 
Child – author, chef, TV cook-
ing shows; Elizabeth Berridge 
– actress; Kami Cotler – ac-
tress; Melissa and Sarah Gil-
bert – actors; Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez – Nobel Prize winner 
for Literature; Katherine Gra-

ham – ex-owner of the Wash-
ington Post; Anne Frank – 
author, diarist from World 
War II. While this list is im-
pressive, remember that Ma-
ria Montessori understood 
that if was the guidance of 
the parent that has the high-
est influence on the outcome 
of their child.  

will be held on Thursday, Oc-
tober 18th. We will be decid-
ing on dates & times for our 
future parent meetings and 
planning our Halloween Party. 
The Halloween party is 
planned and hosted by the 
parents and is a LOT of FUN! 
It is the only event when the 
NO Sugar rule is lifted 
(children are usually very 
excited about this!).  

International Day (UN Day) 
will be held on October 24th 
with a potluck lunch of foods 
from different classroom con-
tinents, and people are en-
couraged to dress in tradi-
tional international clothing 
styles. We need some volun-
teers for the setup, serving, 
and clean up of the potluck.  

I usually like to end the Par-
ent Rep article with a little bit 
of Montessori Parent Educa-
tion. While researching I 
found this list of ‘famous’ 
people that attended a Mon-

"A child is an eager observer and 

is particularly attracted by the 

actions of the adults and wants to 

imitate them. In this regard, an 

adult can have a kind of mission. 

He can be an inspiration for the 

child's actions, a kind of open 

book, wherein a child can learn 

how to direct his own move-

ments."   --Maria Montessori 

We have made it one month 
through school together and I 
am so happy to be a part of 
this big Family. Please wel-
come Michelle Maxwell as our 
new Parent Representative. 
She is the mother of Sahara 
and is looking forward to rep-
resenting TOL parents this 
year. Her goal is to hold great 
Parent Council meetings and 
to increase parent participa-
tion at school events. I am 
grateful for her help this year 
and look forward to these 
same goals.  

This month’s parent meeting 
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Thank you for all the delicious and 
nutritious snacks you have been 
bringing (please sign up to bring a 
snack if you are not yet on our list). 

Good news! We 
have our first out-
ing scheduled for 
October 9th leaving 

our school at 8:30 
sharp! We will be 
going to Jack & 
Noel’s Pumpkin 
Patch at 9526 
Laughlin Way in 

Redwood Valley. Please send $7.00 
for your child by October 5th to 
reserve your place. Parents, if 
you are planning on driving, please 
check with Danza because last week 
I still only had one parent that had 
completed all the necessary paper-

work to drive. Please add your 
name to our drivers sign.  We are 
awaiting a reply from Raley’s be-
cause we usually get a behind-the-
scenes tour for a walking outing 
toward the end of October. 

Please talk to your children about 
treating their classmates with kind-

ness and gentleness and ask them 

what they will be choosing for work-
time as you drive them to school. 
Please encourage them to do chal-
lenging works and to ask for lessons 
so they can progress. Thanks to all 
the families that are working with 
their children at home, reading 

books, and helping them with their 
beginning writing skills. 

Wonderful volunteers, we thank 
you! We are so lucky to have 2 yo-
ga instructors this year! Thanks to 
Ms. Toña (Osheana), who comes on 
Mondays, and Ms. Faer (Zai), who 

comes on Fridays, for helping our 
students practice breathing, center-

ing, and stretching. Papa Mike 
(Patrick) comes in on Monday and 
Friday to read to children and assist 
them with woodworking. Melissa 
(Mason) helped us coordinate our 
first outing, Constanza (Miguel) has 

helped us learn new Spanish songs, 
Debra (John) has come in to give a 
talk about Cuba as well as listen to 
emerging readers, and now JJ 

(Emmett) has joined us too! Megan 
(Harper) is our room mom and has 
helped in numerous ways including 
keeping our washcloths clean and 

our folders packed 

with the right 
f o r m s !  E l l i e 
(Evelyn) is coming 
in to teach art the-
ory and preparing 
our students for an 
art show. A huge 

thanks to all the 
families who are 

doing behind the scenes work such 

as cutting and cleaning shelves. We 
still have a few shelves up for adop-
tion, so please sign up. 

As we are making an effort to de-
velop community, please introduce 
yourself to other parents in class. 

My dream for you is to have friends 
from this class to be there when 
you need to have a night off or a 
friend for a park play date etc. Last 
year this was so successful. I have 
high hopes for this class too! 

We have been 
having fun with 

food, from set-

ting up snack to 
making deli-
cious apple 
sauce. We har-
vested grapes 
and  ju i ced 
them, then 

made popsicles 
from their rich juice. Oshi brought 
in some grapes that were seedless 
so we pre-
pared them 
for the dehy-

drator and 

turned them 
into golden 
raisins! 

Our first clubs day went well! I 
taught beading, Chelsea taught 
cooking, Tony taught drumming, 
Jenn made puppets with children, 
Celeste taught gardening, Veronica 

taught coding, and Stacy taught 
beginning pottery! These classes 
take place every other Friday, so 
please make sure your children are 

Primary Class News 
By Molly Johnson, Guide 

here! Speak-
ing of which, 
thank you for 

having your 
students here 

on time every 
day! What a 
difference it 
makes! 

Peace day was 
fun. Stacy’s 
class joined our class to sing songs 
for our peace time! I am sure you 
noticed that Plushy day was also a 

success. I bet you noticed your 
monkeys and dogs and cats learned 
to read and to use golden beads, as 
they received lessons from their 

owners all day! 

October 24 will be our International 
Day celebration. Our class will rep-
resent one of the continents. Stu-
dents will do reports about that 

continent, we will each bring a dish 
to share from that 
continent, we will 
have passports, 
visiting each room 
and doing an ac-
tivity from that 

continent, and 
then we will all 

join each other 
outside (parents, 
we hope you can 
join us) at noon to 

eat our way across the world. We 

have a big potluck and celebrate 
culture, family, and community. If 
you can come at 11:30 we could 
use your help to heat dishes and set 
up potluck line. It is helpful to have 
adults assisting younger students in 

the potluck line. Please talk to your 
children about potlucks…take a little 
taste on your plate. If you like the 
dish you can come back for more. 



Hello Golden Gecko families and 
friends! We have been busy reori-
enting to school and learning how to 
focus in the class classroom.  The 
First Great Lesson went very well, 

and all the astronomy reports were 
very diverse and sparked excellent 
conversation.  In October we will be 
focusing on the Timeline of Life, oth-
erwise known as the second Great 
Lesson.  In October there will be 
two more research projects. One 

project will be done in class and the 
other will primarily be done at 
home. The first is a research project 

on a dinosaur or another creature 
from the Mesozoic Era. The second 
project will be a research report on 
a country from North or South 

America for our International Day 
celebration at the end of the month. 
Speaking of the end of the month, 
don’t forget that this is when our 
first conferences of the year will be.  
It is vital that your child attend 
these conferences as they will be 

leading them. 

Our fieldtrip to 

the library was 

at first stress-
ful due to all 
the drivers 
that did not 
have the prop-

er documents 
signed and 
brought in to 
the office.  At 
first it seemed 

that we would need to walk all the 
way across town, but Megan, Lucie’s 

mom, suggested we go in two shifts 
with the drivers who could drive.  It 
worked out great! Be sure your child 
returns the books they checked out; 

they should be due soon. We will be 
headed to Low Gap Park for our 
next trip on October 17th from 

8:30am to 1:00pm.  This is a rain or 
shine event.  Be sure to bring closed 
toed shoes, a water bottle, hat, and 
sack lunch with a snack as usual as 
well as a jacket if it is cold or rainy.   
We will drive to Low Gap Park at 

8:30am from the school and be 
picked up from the park at 1:00pm. 
If you can be a part of the drop off 

or pick up car pool, please let me 
know.  

Our circle rug has not yet arrived 
but it should be here soon. Thank 
you all for your patience. It has 
been a struggle at times to make it 
work as a group without a nice place 
to meet for meetings and lessons. 

Soon we will have our amazing new 
rug and life will become easier for 
us at our class meetings. If you ever 
have any questions, please contact 
me through ParentSquare or come 
into the classroom between 8:15-

8:30am or 3:15-3:30pm Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday or Friday. I have 
an open door policy, and I look for-
ward to answering your questions.  
Together we will help to shepherd 
your child through this amazing 
time called childhood and guide 

them to realize their potential 
through exploring their own inter-
ests. If we work together as a team, 
teacher and parent/guardian, we 
can work wonders helping your 
young one gain the necessary aca-
demic and emotional skills to both 

foster continued intellectual growth 

and critical thinking skills as well as 
develop the natural controls of im-
pulse and feeling language in order 
to succeed.  

P.S. I want to say I highly recom-
mend you listen to free podcasts 
with your child: Each month I am 
going to suggest a podcast to listen 

to together as a family in the car or 
at home while cooking dinner as a 
family.  This month I recommend 
“Wow in the World!” This audio ex-
perience is an amazing science ex-
ploration for children that adults will 

love too! Find out about all the new 

breakthrough science discoveries 
with Guy and Mindy in a hilarious 
and mind-blowing fantastical story.  
You can get podcasts on your phone 
or through the web on your comput-

er.  If you 

want to know 
more ask me 
through Par-
entSquare .  
Happy cast-
ing! 

Jr. El. 1 Golden Gecko News 
By Anthony Esserman Melville, Guide 
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Hot Lunch Fundraisers 

Support Jr. Elementary 

Class Fieldtrip Expenses 

Burrito  
Mondays 

$4 

Pasta Fridays 

$4 

Please look at the list below and see 
if there is a project you can help 
with. Some volunteers have signed 
up to do some of these projects, but 
they have not come in to do them. If 

you check in at the office with Danza 
and Celeste, they can direct you to 
the location of the project and tools. 
You are welcome to come in and do 
these projects ANY TIME! 

1.Set up new drip irrigation system 
so we can plant trees this fall and 
keep our new garden boxes watered. 

2. Re-do old drip irrigation systems 

around Hunters Lodge building 
(Primary and JE1 classrooms). 

3. Assemble and paint 3 new picnic 
tables. 

4. Help Joe, our custodian, install 
water line to multi-purpose room, 
then plumb sink and water heater. I 

can give you his contact info. (After 
water line is installed, we can put in 
the sandbox!) 

5. Prepare area for Peace Labyrinth. 

6.Dump out the compost barrels so 

we can begin again...at least a 2 

person job. 

7. Check out old drip line along Sr. 
El. classroom, bamboo, grape vines, 
to big apple tree. 

Always needed: weeding around 
pond area, weeding garden areas, 
pull Bermuda grass stolons and rhi-
zomes from play structure area 

Site Projects 



Jr. El. 2 Mighty Meerkats News  
by Stacy Strauss, Guide 
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pages on 
their topics.  
Some exam-
ples of what 

they have 
chosen are a 
planet, the 
Sun, the 
Moon, or black holes.  The young-
er students learned about volca-
noes and are completing their 

parts of the volcano booklets.  
Our research was slightly inter-
rupted with our beginning of the 
year assessments on the Chrome-

books.  Using the MAP Growth 
online adaptable assessment, 

each child answered a series of 
questions so that we may monitor 
our learning progress throughout 
the year.  Most of the students 
enjoyed the assessments and 
were asking to do it again!  We 
will repeat it at the end of the 

year.  We just have to administer 
some make up assessments and 
then we will be beginning to use 
the Chromebooks for our continu-
ing research.   

I am not going to list all of our 
field trips again because everyone 
should have the list that I gave 

before school began.  Let me know if 
you need another list.  You can also look 
them up on the ParentSquare calendar 

as I have added them all to that calen-
dar as well.  The 

November 9th field 
trip to the Mendo-
cino County Muse-
um has been con-
firmed.  Our next 
trip will be on Fri-
day, October 26th 

to Low Gap Park 
from 8:30-1:00.  
So far, the drivers are Ashley, Shannon, 
and Kyra.  I could use 1 or 2 more if you 
can drop us off and pick us up or stay 
with us.  The students will need appro-

priate clothing for the weather, a hat, 

walking shoes, a water bottle, and a 
large lunch (hiking makes us hungry!).   

I am so delighted to be getting to know 
the new students and seeing the return-
ing students’ growth since last year.  It 
is going to be a fun year!  Questions, 

concerns, or 
positive feed-
back is al-

ways wel-
come!  You 
can message 
me through 
P a r -

entSquare!   

As you can see from the title of 
this newsletter, our class has 
named themselves the Mighty 
Meerkats.  I think the name fits 

because they are learning to work 
as a team with each person play-
ing a different role.  Meerkats live 
in very social communities and 
have jobs, such as taking care of 

the young 
while oth-

ers are 
hunting for 
food and 
some are 

on the look-
out for dan-

ger.  They 
are also 
very busy 

working throughout the day on 
their own projects, just like us!  
The students have been very busy 
learning the routines and proce-

dures.  We have had the First 
Great Lesson and some of them 
have been doing the follow up 
science experiments, such as cen-
trifugal/centripetal force and iner-
tia.  They have also begun search-

ing through books to begin learn-

ing about a topic from that lesson.  
They are using the index to locate 

to help any time on 
alternate Fridays be-
tween 1:15 and 2:45 
PM, we would love it. 

Also, if you have 
knowledge or exper-
tise about a topic you 

think chi ldren 

would enjoy, you 
are welcome to 

volunteer hosting a 
club in the future. 
We will assign a 
staff member to 

work with you.  

Every other Friday this year, stu-
dents will be participating in Clubs 
for the afternoon. This relaxed, fun 
learning time allows them to ex-

plore some-

thing that 
i n t e r e s t s 
them and 

to work in 
mul t i - age 
groups with 

other staff and children that may 

not be part of their regular class. 
Each club session will be available 
four times 
during the 
q u a r t e r , 
and stu-
dents will 

be able to 

Friday Clubs c h a n g e 
to a new 
club each 
quarter.  

T h i s 
quarter’s 
c l u b s , 

held on September 14, 28, and 

October 12, 26 are as follows: 
Fall Gardening with Celeste, 

Clay Basics with Stacy, Drum-
ming with Tony, Cooking with 
Chelsea and Joaquin, Puppet 
Making with Jenn, Beading with 

Molly, and Coding with Veroni-
ca. 

Club directors 

could AL-
WAYS use 
v o l u n t e e r 
help! If you 
can come in 



As apples, cinnamon, and pumpkin 
spice fill the air, the Random Mush-
rooms have adopted a ball python 
by the name of Dill Pickle! We are 
having some kind of earthy, garden 

theme going on with us, and we like 
it!  Speaking 
of which, if 
any adult 
parent would 
like to come 
in and help 

our class 
with a fall 
garden, we 

have a little 
time for that 
to happen. 

In the classroom, we have been 
busy! We have written two multi-
paragraph essays: What am I good 

at? And our Astronomy essays. 
These two projects packed in sever-
al skills and lessons, including deter-
mining the main idea, reading non-
fiction, taking notes, putting togeth-
er an outline, developing a thesis 
statement, and revising for organi-

zation. 

In math, all students have been in-

troduced to Khan Academy as a 
choice math goal. For those who 
would like to increase their overall 
skills, it is highly recommended that 
you practice twice a week for 15 
minutes. The program is designed to 
help students attain mastery in 

grade equivalent topics. IF not mas-
tery, it really helps with increasing 
the mathematical vocabulary.  

In our cosmic studies, by the end of 
this month or at the least the begin-
ning of October, we will be diving 

into our second great lesson. Stu-
dents will dive into the archeology 
of fossils and ancient animals. Many 

students are enjoying our science 
experiments that lend for quite a lot 
of excitement and truly build on the 
awareness they have gained in pre-
vious classrooms.  

As for field trips, please inform me if 
you have turned in paperwork to the 
office and are able to drive. We are 

going to go bowling locally for our 

October field trip, but in November, 
we are scheduled to see a show in 
Santa Rosa. 

Lastly, we are promoting physical 
wellness through discussions of aer-
obic and anaerobic exercise, drink-
ing enough water, and students 
have their own Individual P.E. logs 

to track their progress in a few are-
as. However, as a fun way to fund-
raise and promote this wellness, our 
class’ large fundraiser is a Turkey 
Trot, set for November 12. This 
gives us plenty of time if we end up 

with rainy weather. I will wear my 
turkey/chicken suit. Students will be 
welcome to come as a turkey/
chicken for the jog. Sponsor forms 
should be available mid-October to 
give families time to collect spon-
sors.  

F i n a l l y , 
please hold 

a discussion 
with your 
child about 
challenges. 
There are 
times when 

things are 

challenging 
and require 
a lot of 
work, but 
our capacity to do so is there. Often 
students state things are hard, 
when, in reality, it just requires 

more effort than what they are will-
ing to give. Sometimes holding 
these discussions at home can help 
a child self-talk and change their 
perspective from “I can’t” to “This is 
going to take a lot of work.”  

And, of course, thank you for all 
your con-
t i n u e d 
s u p p o r t 
as we 
work to-
g e t h e r 

for the 
benefit of 
y o u r 
child.  
 

Sr. El. Random Mushrooms News  
by Angela Reglin, Guide 
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Join us for our annual International 

Day celebration on Wednesday, Oc-

tober 24th. Each class will focus on 

a different continent and set up the 

classroom with displays and activi-

ties. Students will visit each class-

room to learn about cultural cus-

toms in different continents. At 

noon, we will finish the day with a 

big potluck. Please prepare a dish to 

share—it’s special if it’s from your 

ancestral culture or the country your 

child studied. (Please remember not 

to use refined sugar as an ingredi-

ent.) Parents/Guardians welcome to 

join us for lunch! 

International Day 

The elected Student Council Officers 
are Zack, Meadow, Nolan, Ida, Eliza, 
Julian, Gideon, and Caiden. The 
Board Rep is Ellis. Congrats! 

Plushy Day was a big success, be-
cause almost everybody brought their 
plushies and were sharing. Our next 
Spirit Day will be Electronics Day. 
This day will allow you to share one 
electronic device or toy at your class-
room’s sharing time. Things like re-

mote control cars, electronic Legos, 
and electronic board games will be 
allowed at recess. Items with screens 
or that play music will not be allowed 
at recess. 

The Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF boxes 
have arrived! We will be giving them 
out early in October, and they’re due 
back to school November 2. The do-
nations from these boxes will go to 
children in need of clean water, mos-
quito nets, food, and school supplies. 

International Day is coming up on 
October 24th. Each classroom will be 
doing research on a continent. Each 
child will research a particular coun-
try in that continent. On International 

Day, students will visit different 
classroom continents to experience 
activities from that continent. You 
can come dressed in clothing that 
someone from that continent might 
wear. And don’t miss the potluck at 
lunchtime where families make inter-
national dishes to share at noon. 

Student Council News 
By Eliza and Gideon 



From our charter:  

“Like parents everywhere, we care about 

our children, want what’s best for them, 

and know that their experience in school 

can have a great impact on the quality of 

their life.  We want them to have an educa-

tion that is worthy of their beauty and po-

tential.  We want them in a place where 

they are known, not as faces in a crowd, 

but individually and personally.  We want 

them in a school where they receive direct, 

high-quality attention, where their actual 

needs are met, where their potential is  

being realized.”  

Tree of Life Charter 
School  

Phone: 707-462-0913 
Fax: 707-462-0914 
E-mail:treeoflifeschool@pacific.net 
Website: www.treeoflifeschool.net 

Education for Life! 

241 Ford Rd. 
PO Box 966 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

Regular School Hours: 
M, T, Th, F—8:30 AM-3:15 PM 
W—8:30 AM-1:30 PM 

Before School Care 7:30-8:30 AM 
After School Care until 5:30 PM 
Student-Led Conference 2:30 PM Dismissal 
Guide-Led Conference 1:30 PM Dismissal 

Office News  
by Danza Davis, Business Manager 

Thank you to everyone who turned in 

their registration forms, I am waiting on 

a few documents but by and large it 

was a great response and I am happy 

to be focusing on other essential duties. 

I also want to congratulate our students 

participating in Banking Days. We have 

had a great turnout this year. If you are 

interested in signing your student up, 

please pick up a flyer in the office or 

inquire at Savings Bank of Mendocino 

County. Deposits of any amount are 

accepted and encouraged (even a pen-

ny counts!). 

Attendance is one of the most im-

portant items we focus on in the office; 

students who attend school regularly 

have been shown to achieve at higher 

levels and attendance directly impacts 

our funding levels and in turn the ser-

vices we are able to provide in the 

classrooms. 10% of students at Tree of 

Life are truant as of the end of the first 

reporting period, ending September 

21st. The California Legislature defines 

a truant as a student missing more than 

30 minutes of instruction without an 

excuse three times during the school 

year. These students must be classified 

as a truant and reported to the proper 

school authority. The school must be 

alerted each day a student will be ab-

sent. Excused absences do not count as 

truancies; excusable reasons are ill-

ness, medical appointment, religious 

observation, travel hazard, or to attend 

the funeral of an immediate relative. 

Any student out for 5 or more consecu-

tive days due to illness must bring in 

a doctor’s note to verify the illness 

and to alert the school to any serious 

communicable disease. We will be 

contacting parents to encourage inde-

pendent study to remove truancies 

from the student records and will 

send truancy letters home to those 

who do not respond to our outreach 

efforts. All attendance records go in 

student’s cumulative records, includ-

ing truancy letters, excused absenc-

es, truancies, and school tardies 

(those less than 30 minutes). 

Field trips are approaching, and I 

know classes still need parent drivers. 

In addition to completing the driver 

application form, all drivers must sub-

mit proof of insurance that meets our 

minimum coverage amounts, a cur-

rent driver license, and a good driving 

record. All driving documents need to 

be turned in a week ahead of field 

trips so that the form can be pro-

cessed and approved. Any field trip 

out of town will require additional 

permission forms that will be sent out 

as an online form on ParentSquare 

and as a paper form when necessary.  

Student-Led Conferences coming up 

October 23-25. Early dismissal will be 

at 2:30 on Tuesday and Thursday to 

accommodate meetings, and at the 

regular 1:30 time on Wednesday. Con-

ference sign-ups will be posted on Par-

entSquare.  

Many of you have become familiar 

Branches, our new after school extend-

ed learning program. All students still 

on campus 15 minutes after dismissal 

are transitioned into the Branches pro-

gram, and we ask that they not be 

picked up until the program is over–one 

hour after school dismissal– to maintain 

a learning environment. There has been 

feedback from some families who do 

not think it is beneficial for their child to 

have additional learning time after 

school. I would like to remind families 

that all students have 20 minutes of 

reading homework each day that can be 

completed in Branches if the student is 

not interested in the provided activities, 

and research shows that all students 

benefit from extended learning times, 

even those meeting academic stand-

ards.  

Upon reading this newsletter the first 

round of child care invoicing will have 

gone out for pickup covering the bill 

cycle that ended September 21st. You 

can collect your invoice from our Before 

& After Care Staff; any not picked up 

will be mailed home. Invoices will re-

flect any deposit, material fee, and 

morning and afternoon billable child 

care days.  

 

Please stay engaged with newsletters, 

blackboard messages, and Par-

entSquare posts, and, as always, visit 

or call the office with questions/

concerns. Regular office hours are 8am

–4pm; phone 462-0913, fax 462-0914, 

email treeoflifeschool@pacific.net.  

“If education is protection to 

life, you will realize that it is 
necessary  that education 
accompany life during its 

whole course.” 
—Dr. Maria Montessori 


