
In Montessori training, 

Guides learn about some key 

principles that need to be 

incorporated in a good Mon-

tessori environment: 2 of 

those are Nature and Beau-

ty. These are especially im-

portant in our current times, 

because the amount of time 

children spend outdoors has 

seriously decreased as elec-

tronic media acting as 

babysitters and entertainers 

has increased. 

In The Secret of Childhood, 

Dr. Montessori wrote: 

“There must be provision 

for the child to have con-

tact with nature, to un-

derstand and appreciate 

the order, the harmony 

and the beauty in na-

ture… so that the child 

may better understand 

and participate in the 

marvelous things which 

civilization creates.” Ideal-

ly, the outdoors is part of the 

learning environment, and 

children work in the garden 

and prepare food that they 

grow, observe birds and in-

vertebrates, make sketches 

of parts of the plant from 

direct observation, take 

weather measurements, and 

much more. My students 

used to go outdoors to 

measure objects to calculate 

area or volume, to do sci-

ence experiments, to prac-

tice music, and to re-enact 

moments from history. So it 

excites me that we are work-

ing as a community on beau-

tifying our outdoors environ-

ment and erecting some 

structures that will facilitate 

the children’s experience. 

Beauty inside the classroom 

is important as well. This is 

why we strive to use natural 

materials for furnishings and 

décor. Keeping everything in 

order and clean contributes 

to the quality of beauty. 

Thank you to parent volun-

teers, staff, and students 

who help with this work. Let 

us know if there is some way 

YOU can contribute to our 

projects or keeping our envi-

ronment clean and in order. 

Thank you! 

Nature & Beauty 
by Celeste Beck, Principal 

Brief Reminders: 

—Apr 1: Roots & Shoots, our 
BIG fundraiser, at Saturday 
Afternoon Club 5:30 

—Apr 5: Parent Council (all 
parents) 5:30-7, chilc care 
provided, bring food to share 

—Apr 7: Message in an Egg 
Spirit Day 

—Apr 10-14: Spring Break, no 
school 

—Apr 17-21: Green Week—
Volunteer to help with one of 
our garden projects this 
week! 

—Apr 21: Earth Day celebra-
tion 

—Apr 24-May 5: State aca-
demic testing 

—Apr 26: Garden Work Party 
after school 1:30-6...can you 
contribute even an hour or 2 
of help? 

—Apr 27: Board Cabinet 4:30 

—May 1-7: Screen-Free 
Week—commit to keeping the 
TV and video games off this 
week...play outside, read a 
book, create some art, play 
music! 
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Parent Council News 
By Autumn Johns, Parent Representative 

Hello Parents and greetings 
from the Parent Council 
representative. I am not 
sure how many of you are 
aware of this, but school 

attendance is a very hot 
topic right now in Mendo-
cino County. DID YOU 
KNOW? • Starting in kin-
dergarten, too many ab-
sences can cause children 

to fall behind in school. • 
Missing 10 percent (or 
about 18 days) can make it 
harder to learn to read. • 
Students can still fall be-
hind if they miss just a day 

or two days every few 
weeks. • Being late to 
school may lead to poor 
attendance. • Absences can 
affect the whole classroom. 

Studies have shown how 

important it is to get your 
child to school regularly 
and on time, and that miss-
ing even just a few days 
can set them back in their 

education. I bring this up 
for a few reasons, one of 
them being that State test-
ing will begin on April 24, 
and last through May 5. It 
is important not only for 

students to be well-rested 
and fed a nourishing break-
fast to help them do their 
best on testing days, but 
for them to attend school 
on these days and be on 

time school. 

Our next Parent Council 
meeting will take place on 
April 5, from 5:30 – 7:00. 
We will be reviewing the 
LCAP (Local Control Ac-

countability Plan) and par-
ents will have an opportuni-
ty to give their input. Child-
care will be provided, and 
we ask that you bring a 

simple side dish to share. 
Please mark your calendars! 

Last but nowhere near least, 
I want to give a special 
shout-out to Nicole Flamer 
for organizing this year’s 

Roots & Shoots fundraiser. 
By the time you are reading 
this newsletter the event 
will have already happened, 
and I have no doubt that it 
turned out amazing! Also, a 

thank you goes out to all of 
the parents that contributed 
to making it happen. From 
selling raffle tickets, solicit-
ing and collecting donations, 
helping with set-up and 

clean-up, it could not have 
transpired without our won-
derful Tree of Life parents 
and families. 
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can attend Tony’s class for a visit 
that day. 

We have had a great month! We 
have taken lots of short (between 
the rain) hikes, and have worked on 
still lifes and landscapes. We are 
practicing shoe tying, so please let 
them practice at home too. Thanks 

to Colten’s 
mom (and 
baby broth-
er) for vol-
u n t e e r i n g 
weekly and 

to Tania 
( J a d e ’ s 
g r a n d m a ) 
for helping. 
David and I 
listen to all 
s t u d e n t s 

read on a 
frequent ba-
sis. Thanks to all of you that are 
encouraging and listening to your 
students read at home! It takes a 
village to support your children! 

Make sure to observe in Tony’s and 
Stacy’s classes  if you want to make 

a class request. We will do our best 

to honor your request as we look at 
the balance of ages, abilities, girls, 
boys, etc to make strong, balanced 
classes.  

Please sign up today for our excit-
ing exhibit outing to San Francisco! 

Please send sun screen to school if 
you have not yet done so. We need 
all students to have a water bottle 
with their name marked on it every 
day. Enjoy the sun! Save the date 

at the end of school to attend our 
end of the year school bridging pot-

luck on Wednesday, June 7! There 
may also be an end of school field 
trip, depending on what Student 
Council decides. They are coming 
too soon! 

Primary Silver Hawks Class News  
By Molly Johnson, Guide 

A lot has changed about California 
public schools in the last few years, 
including they way they are funded 
and the way they are held account-
able. Our particular charter school 

governance model is set up to make 
sure all voices are heard and con-
sidered: students, staff, parents, 
and the community-at-large. Now, 
all public school districts and char-
ters are asked to do this as part of 
development of their LCAP, or Local 

Control Accountability Plan, each 
year. 

At this month’s Parent Council 
meeting on Wednesday, April 5, we 
urge you to take a look at our 
school’s plan and help us to shape it 
to serve our students in the best 
way possible with the funding we 
receive. All California schools re-

ceive extra money, based on their 
population of low income students, 
English Language Learners, and 
foster children. In addition, our 
school receives Federal Title I and 
VI funding to serve low income stu-
dents. (This is why that income 

range disclosure in the registration 
materials at the beginning of the 
year is so important to us.) Our 
plan and accountability measures 
must demonstrate that we are us-
ing this funding to support learning 

according to our plan. 

For several years, the amount of 
State funding we received had been 

increasing, but it is now leveling off. 
Also, costs for pension contributions 
and insurance are increasing. To 
help us determine what the most 
effective actions and services are to 
keep in our budget, we want your 

perspective, ideas, and feedback.  

Join us on Wednesday, April 5, 
from 5:30-7 PM as we delve into 

our plan, our school goals, and ide-
as to keep Tree of Life Charter 
School a fantastic school option and 
the only Montessori public and ele-
mentary school in our area. Please 
remember that we provide free 

child care for Parent Council meet-
ings, and we invite food sharing! 

T h e  S i l v e r  H a w k s  h a v e 
“normalized,” a term  Maria Montes-
sori used to describe students really 
understanding their environment 
and being able to choose challeng-

ing Works, get along with their 
peers and manage their routines. 
She felt this was the normal state of 
the child in an environment where 
the child’s needs are met. Students 
are delving into division, working 
conflicts out with words, and read-

ing progressively more challenging 
work. They have ease creating and 
then cleaning up after their creative 

projects. 

We have 
been studying 
artists and 
Claude Monet 
has been a 

favorite, so 
when the op-
portunity to 
visit a real 
Monet exhibit 
in San Fran-
cisco arose, 

the students 
became VERY 

EXCITED. We 
will be travel-
ing down with 
Stacy’s class. Details will be sent 

next week in purple folder and driv-
er sign up sheet will be posted to-
morrow. We need drivers for our 
outing to San Francisco on April 
17th! (the day after Spring Break 
ends)  We would like all students to 
attend, so please sign up to drive, 

make sure all of your paperwork is 

submitted, and that you can have 
time off if you are working.  We do 
not want to leave any children be-
hind, but if they cannot attend, they 

Local Control: Your 
Perspective Matters! 
By Celeste Beck, Principal 
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month by completing their An-
cient Civilization projects and pre-
senting to the rest of the 
class.  We focused on the civiliza-

tions of North and South America: 
the Mayans, the Aztecs, the In-
cas, the Anasazi, and the 
Hopewell people.  Each group 
prepared a presentation board 
with information on their group of 
people with both spiritual and 

material needs.  They learned 
research skills, working as a 
group, and public speaking 
skills.  They will continue the 

study of North and South America 
by moving on to the biomes: de-

sert, aquatic, forest, tundra, and 
grassland.  In math, they are 
learning how to measure: length, 
volume, weight.  Most have com-
pleted their stories and read them 
aloud in class.  We also recently 
found an owl pellet outside the 

school, dissected it, and looked 
the bones under the microscope.   

“You must try to give the child 
what he/she now longs for: the 
understanding of the world, how it 
functions and how it affects the 

life and behavior of humanity.” - 
Maria Montessori, To Educate the 
Human Potential 

Even if you have not realized it 
yet, one of the reasons you have 
chosen to send your child to a 
Montessori school is because you 

want them to have a cosmic edu-
cation.  Maria Montessori believed 
that the path to world peace was 

through cosmic education.  A cos-
mic education is one with inte-
grated disciplines that demon-

strates how everything in the 
world is connected.  The children 
realize their desire to help all liv-
ing beings.  They are trying to 
answer the questions “Who am I?” 
and  “Where  do  I  come 
from?”  One way we do this is by 

learning about our own species 
throughout history and research-
ing other species. 

The Fire Foxes have continued 
their cosmic education this past 

We have learned the parts of the flower, 
each student making their own book-
let.  We found and identified many wild 

flowers on our hike in Low Gap Park on 
March 23.  Thank you to all the parents 

that went along with us!  We hiked 
about 4 miles with 29 students (siblings 
from the senior elementary joined us).  I 
would like them to have an opportunity 
to sketch 
more wild-
f l o w e r s , 

so  please 
send a 
sample of 
any wild-
f l o w e r s 
that you 

may have 

on your property.   

Field trips: 

April 17: Legion of Honor in SF,  “Monet 
Monday” exhibit 

Overnight:  The Angelo Coast Range 
Reserve is not available on the dates 
that work for us, so Plan B is to stay 

overnight at the Mariposa Retreat Center 
on Low Gap Road.  We have reserva-
tions for May 18-19.  I will send home 
information in their take home folders.   

June 1:  “Mother Goose” ballet at the 

Mendocino College Theater 

Thank you to: 

 Blake and Trent’s family for donat-
ing our new rice cooker!  Our old one 
quit working and it is pertinent for mak-
ing our burritos!   

Tavia’s family for donating gift cer-
tificates ($190!) through our School 
Mall fundraiser! 

Jaden Jones' family for 50# of 

organic black beans! 

Social-Emotional 

Learning 
By Sara Esserman Melville, Teacher 

Jr. El. 2 Fire Foxes Class News  
By Stacy Strauss, Guide 

Spring has sprung! Among days of 
rain we have had days of blue sky 
and warm sun. As flowers bloom 
and the hills are alive with color, it 

is a great time to be thankful.  

Each classroom now has a little 
bucket of small smooth pebbles. 
When frustrated, students are 
welcome to get a pebble and hold 

it in their hands. While rubbing 
the pebble they may think of a 
happy moment in their lives and 
about how thankful they are for 
that time. Additionally, if a stu-
dent or staff member sees a frus-
trated student, they are welcome 

to give a pebble to that student.  

This month we also went over the non-
violent communication steps. If you 
have a question about this, Tony made 
fantastic worksheets to help with the 
process.  

I am thankful for this wonderful oppor-
tunity to work with your children and be 

a part of their growth.  



“Peace is a practical principle of hu-
man civilization and social organiza-
tion that is based on the very nature 
of man. Peace does not enslave 
him; rather, it exalts him.... And 

because it is based on man’s nature, 
it is a constant, a universal principle 
that applies to all human beings. 
This principle must be our guide in 
building a science of peace and edu-
cating men for peace.” (Maria Mon-
tessori from her book Education and 

Peace)   

As you can see. peace was a central 

part of Maria Montessori’s focus in 
her development of an educational 
system. Our class has been continu-
ing to employ nonviolent communi-
cation for our conflict resolution. We 
have also continued to use medita-
tion to help maintain well being and 

inner peace when starting and end-

ing our day.  For our trip to the 
Temple of the 10,000 Buddhas for 
Cherishing Youth Day, we created a 
golden dragon out of golden hearts 

and took pictures of the students 

meditating.  This was presented on 
March 31st in Talmage.  Thank You 
to the Parents and Guardians who 

were able to attend. 

Our fieldtrip to the Library in March 
finally materialized a week later 
than planned. It became apparent 
that the Golden Dragons needed 
more time practicing speaking 

softly and getting our decibels in 
our room between 40 and 50 DB.  

The trip was a success thanks 
mainly to my assistants, Caitlin 
and Joaquin, who were instrumen-
tal in making our shuttling through 
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We did Art Day on March 17th. To-
ny’s classroom hosted paper air-
planes, Molly’s classroom had finger 
knitting, Stacy’s classroom hosted 
mandalas, and Angela’s classroom 

provided for collages. People really 
liked it. 

We raised $1,129.60 for the Leuke-

mia & Lymphoma Society in Febru-
ary. Fire Foxes got a silver pennant 
for raising $267.95. Silver Hawks 
raised $193.51 and received a 
bronze pennant. Golden Dragons 
got a bronze pennant for raising 

$177.68. Da Milkshakes raised 
$74.37. The party, stuck for a buck, 
and office raised $469.09. Stacy’s 

Jr. El. 3 Golden Dragons Class News 
By Anthony Esserman Melville Guide 

Student Council 
by Griffin 

town work.  This trip was great in 
aiding the kids to complete their 
first research projects on whatever 

they wanted to discover. This past 
month, many of the students fin-

ished reports of animals of Asia and 
Oceania.  

In April we will be studying biomes 

of Asia and an in-depth study of 
botany.  Our next fieldtrip will be 
Thursday, April 20th. We will be go-
ing on a nature walk to observe Low 
Gap Park and try and identify plant 
parts. We will need drivers to get us 

to Low Gap Park at 9:15am and pick 
us up at 11:15am. If you can drive, 
please let me know by phone call or 
text at 228-9274.  

May 1-5 will be CAASPP State test-
ing days for the Elders (3rd grade 
students). This will last a week. 
Make up testing will follow the fol-
lowing week.  In May we will also be 

doing our study of ancient civiliza-
tions of Asia.  The students will be 
getting into groups to study Funda-
mental Human Needs of ancient civ-
ilizations and their importance in 
history. These will be group pro-
jects, and the students will need to 

work together to succeed. More on 
this in the next newsletter.  Their 

final products will culminate in per-
formances of a play May 26th in the 
classroom. All parents and guardi-
ans will be welcome to attend.  

class raised the most money and 
got to throw cake at her. Molly’s 

class raised the heaviest 
amount of money and got 
to throw pie at her. Thank 
you to everyone who con-
tributed. 

Our next Spirit Day will be 
Message in an Egg on 
April 7th. We are going to 

take the yolk out of eggs and dye 
the eggshells, then put a message, 
like “Have a Great Year,” inside the 
egg. Staff are going to hide the eggs 
while we play Everybody’s It. Then 

we’re going to search for the eggs.  
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Maria Montessori had a few unprec-
edented thoughts about children on 
the verge of entering adolescence:  

“Joy, feeling one's own value, being 
appreciated and loved by others, 
feeling useful and capable of pro-
duction are all factors of enormous 
value for the human soul. “ 

“The chief symptoms of adolescence 
are a state of expectation, a ten-

dency towards creative work, and a 
need for the strengthening of self-
confidence. Suddenly, the child be-

comes very sensitive to the rude-
ness and humiliations which he had 
previously suffered with patient in-
difference.” 

I’ve chosen these 
two quotes, as 

they represent 
what I see in the 
classroom based 
on the collective 
whole of Da 
Milkshakes. I see 
radiant smiles 

and pride when a 

s t u d e n t 
h a s 
w o r k e d 
dil igently 
and pur-

poseful ly 
to create a 
m a s t e r -
piece. I 
have seen 
e n t h u s i -

asm from previously reluctant read-

ers. I have seen shy, timid students 
take initiative in choosing self-
selected research.  

And I see students being careless 
with their work, trampling on the 
work of others, leaving pencils on 
the floor, dishes on the table, blurt-
ing out random comments that they 
perceive to be comical, and several 

argumentative defensive attitudes.  

Maria Montessori called these at-

tributes in this developmental plane 
“the age of rudeness.” Not that a 
child’s character is rude per se, but 
perhaps taking special care to roll 
up their work mats in primary 

Sr. El. Da Milkshakes Class News  
 by Angela Reglin, Guide 

seems point-
less and mun-
dane—it seems 

that the pur-
pose for that 

task is lost. In 
our class, we 
are going back 
to the basics 
and trying to 
instill joy, val-
ue, and appre-

ciation in them 
through taking care of the basics.  

We have enjoyed two beautiful af-
ternoons on our Vinewood Park Fri-
days. We had an Olympic day with 
an opening ceremony march. The 

winners had a crown of leaves to 
showcase. Our large intense project 
you may have heard about is get-

ting our classroom ready to become 
a museum. Our history exhibits are 
just about finished. We are moving 
into our science exhibits (human 
body, inventions, and engineering). 
We are hoping to set it up as a 
“discovery” museum for the young-

er classes to have some time to 
explore and learn. This type of pro-
ject speaks to the joy and feeling 
one’s own value that Montessori’s 
quote references above.  

State Testing 

As a public school, Tree of Life 
Charter students enrolled in grades 
3 and up participate in the State’s 
assessment program each Spring. 

Students will be taking online tests 
in English Language Arts and 
Mathematics during our testing 
period April 24th through May 5th. 
Unlike the former multiple choice 
tests, these require a deeper level 

of thought, problem solving, and 

written responses. Parts of the test 
will be performance tasks that in-
volve a complex problem with mul-
tiple parts to solve. Students had a 
chance to practice in December 
when we did Interim assessments 

that are for internal use and not 
reported to the State. Students 
can access the practice tests on 
their home computer by going to  
http://www.caaspp.org/practice-
and-training/index.html . Unlike 

the practice test, however, the 
Summative Assessment is computer
-adaptive, meaning it adjusts to the 
student’s answers and ability. 

 
Additionally, students enrolled in  
grade 5 will be trying out a new 
online science test that is only a 
pilot this year. This means, no score 
will be received for that particular 
test. Attached is a letter with more 

information about that test. Fifth 
grade students also take a physical 
fitness test that includes running, 

sit ups, push ups, weight and height 
measurement, and flexibility. The 
whole senior elementary class does 

this test annually, but only the 5th 
grade results are State reported.  
 
Especially during testing, make sure 
your children arrive ON TIME, eat a 
healthy breakfast, get to bed early 
so they are rested each day. En-

courage them to do their best. It 
takes about 6 hours total to com-

plete all the online testing over a 
period of 4-5 days with frequent 
breaks. If your child misses a day, 
make up days will be available until 

May 19. We encourage all students 
to participate in the testing because 
it gives us valuable feedback about 
how they are doing, and we are 
required to have at least 95% par-
ticipation in order to receive our 
Federal Title I, II, and VI funding. If 

you choose to have your child opt 
out of all or part of the testing, 
please submit a request in writing. 

Green Week! 
April 17-21 

ECOLOGY activities at school 
CONSERVE water at home 

REDUCE your lunch waste; use 
reuseable containers; buy in bulk 
GARDEN projects at school; 

help put screens on our boxes and 

place them for filling; move peace 
steps; reinstall labyrinth; weeding! 

http://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
http://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
http://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html


Tree of Life Charter 
School  

Phone: 707-462-0913 
Fax: 707-462-0914 
E-mail:treeoflifeschool@pacific.net 
Website: www.treeoflifeschool.net 

Education for Life! 

241 Ford Rd. 
PO Box 966 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

Regular School Hours: 
M, T, Th, F—8:30 AM-3:15 PM 
W—8:30 AM-1:30 PM 

Before School Care 7:30-8:30 AM 
After School Care until 5:30 PM 
Student-Led Conference 2:30 PM Dismissal 
Guide-Led Conference 1:30 PM Dismissal 

Office News  
by JanLaree De Julius, Business Mgr 

From our charter: 
“Like parents everywhere, we care about our 

children, want what’s best for them, and know 

that their experience in school can have a great 

impact on the quality of their life. We want them 

to have an education that is worthy of their 

beauty and potential. We want them in a place 

where they are known, not as faces in a crowd, 

but individually and personally. We want them in 

a school where they receive direct, high-quality 

attention, where their actual needs are met, 

where their potential is being realized.” 

Happy Spring Tree of Life Families!   
 
As of this writing our annual Roots 
and Shoots fundraiser has taken 

place. Thanks to all who helped, 
donated, sold raffle tickets and 
worked long hours; without you the 

event would not have been possible. 
 
On another note, some of you may 
have heard that I am retiring from 

my Administrative career effective 
June 30th. I will be moving to 
Southern California in August to 
pursue a culinary adventure 
(cooking for pro-athletes) and au-
thor a couple of books that have 

been rattling around in my head for 
years. The opportunity presented to 
me at this time is one that I am 
cannot ignore. I will continue to 
support all of you and your children 

to the best of my ability during the 
remainder of the school year.   

 
Attendance: Reminder: it is a Cali-
fornia state law that parents/
guardians call the office if your child 
is going to be tardy or absent. If 
your child is tardy you must come 
into the office and sign her/him in. 

Please remember that “overslept”, 
“late”  or “tardy” is not an excusa-
ble reason for being late and your 
child will be reported to the State as 
tardy. At the other end of the spec-

trum, if you need to pick up your 
child before school is dismissed, 
please come into the office and sign 
them out. It is for their safety that 

the school is aware of who is here 
and who is not.  
 
Independent Study Packets: If 
your child has a packet that has not 
been completed, check the due date 

at the bottom of the form you 

signed. Please have your child finish 
their packet(s) and turn them in as 
soon as possible. Remember packets 
should be completed and returned no 
later than the due date. Reporting 
Period 7 has ended and we are now 

into Reporting Period 8, we only 
have 10 reporting periods. If packets 
are not completed and turned in, we 
have to report your child as absent 
for the days they were out. The 
School does not receive funding 
for excused or unexcused ab-

sences. It does receive funding for 
days your child completes Independ-

ent Study work.    
 
Child Care: March Invoices will be 
handed/mailed out the beginning of 
April, please note any messages, 

reminders, and the remittance due 
date. The Child Care staff continue to 
work hard to ensure the safety and 
happiness of your children while in 
their care.  THANK YOU TO OUR 
FAMILIES WHO HAVE PAID, AND 

CONTINUE TO PAY, THEIR SHARE 
FOR THIS PROGRAM. IT IS APPRECI-
ATED! 

The office hours are 7:30am - 
4:00pm, phone 462-0913, fax 462-
0914. As always, should you have 
any questions or need any assistance 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Work Party April! 

Well, the weather didn’t cooperate 
too well with our last work party. 
How about doing some volunteer 
time during Green Week, April 17-

21? We’re looking for volunteers to 
come in during the week and work 
with students to complete some of 
our gardening jobs. We’ll also have 
volunteer afternoons for parents to 
stay and work with students and staff 
to get some jobs done. On Wednes-

day, April 26, the Garden Commit-
tee is sponsoring a work day 
event after school to finish up our 
garden box projects. Thank you to 
DripWorks for donating help with our 

irrigation! We’re also hoping that 

some of our larger projects will get 
funded during our Roots & Shoots 
fundraiser, so we’ll be concentrating 
on the small tasks during Green 
Week. 
Weeding Move peace steps
  

Preparing garden boxes       Compost 
 
     Irrigation        Labyrinth  
 
Flowers, veggies, trees, shrubs  
 
 What are YOU up for? 



  April 2017- Tree of Life Charter School  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

       

       

      Roots & Shoots 

5:30       5:30 PM 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
       

   All parents:  Message in an Egg  

   Parent Council LCAP  Spirit Day  

   5:30-7 (child care)    

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK SPRING BREAK 

 Passover Begins    Good Friday  

       

       

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
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http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/good-friday.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/easter.php
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Pilot California Science Test 

 
Parent and Guardian Informational Letter  

 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 

The State of California is implementing new science standards that describe the things 
it wants students to know and be able to do. These new standards help students to 
think and work like scientists and engineers—asking questions and learning using 
hands-on investigation and discovery. Working with science teachers, California is 
developing the California Science Test (CAST) that emphasizes scientific thinking and 
reasoning. These new tests will be given in grades five, eight and high school. As 
partners in your child’s education, we invite you to take a look at some sample test 
questions available in the new CAST Training Test at http://www.caaspp.org/practice-
and-training/index.html. 

It’s important to remember that statewide tests cannot take the place of hands-on 
learning that is taking place in our school. Experiments, in-class assignments, lessons 
and follow-up work, and assessments all play a part in gauging what students know.  

Statewide tests like the CAST are valuable to the State because they represent a 
common yardstick—a way to measure the progress of all students at the same time in 
the same way.  

We are excited about the new science standards since they are integrated with other 
subjects similar to the way we already engage our students in the Montessori Method of 
education. The State hopes the new standards the CAST will play a role in helping our 
students reach their potential and prepare for the future. If you have any questions or 
would like further information about how we are implementing these new standards, 
please contact me in the office. 

Sincerely, 

Celeste Beck 

Principal 

http://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
http://www.caaspp.org/practice-and-training/index.html
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