
In the ancient times, peo-
ple wondered about the 
cycles of light and dark 
and observed the results 
of lengthening and short-

ening of days. At this time 
of year in the northern 
hemisphere, many cul-
tures developed rituals 
and celebrations around 
bringing back the light and 
the longer days. Ancient 

traditions were eventually 
incorporated into both re-
ligious and cultural prac-

tices and influence our 
celebration of holidays in 
modern times. Many holi-
days in late fall and winter 

involve candles, or oil 
lamps, or lights, and often 
these are symbols of faith, 

hope, joy, and love. 

Notice our Tree of Life 
logo—it has a burning 
light at its center to repre-
sent our collective love 

and energy. Trees store 
sun energy that is used 
not only by the trees 
themselves but by other 
living creatures who eat 
the fruits, seeds, sap, 

bark, or leaves...or who 
burn the wood. It gives 
freely of its fruits, oxygen, 
and beauty. 

Each of us has a love light 
inside us too, as well as 
fruits of our beingness to 

share with others. When 
we share our love in our 
unique ways, it makes the 

world a richer and lovelier 
place. It brings a little 

more light and love to 
brighten up our lives. 

What can you do each day 

to bring more light and 
love into the world? Per-
haps a random act of 
kindness, a smile and 
warm hello even to a 
stranger, a listening ear 

for someone who needs to 
talk, an offer to help 
someone who needs aid, 
attentive time with a child.  

This month, discuss with 
your family their ideas for 
spreading light and love 

this season. 

Light and Love 
by Celeste Beck, Principal 

Brief Reminders: 

—Dec 14: Winter Party 
Talent Show, 5:30-8:30 

—Dec 15: All Independent 
Study packets turned in to 
office before going on 
break 

—Dec 16-Jan 7: Winter 
Break, NO SCHOOL 

—Jan 15: Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Holiday, NO 
SCHOOL 

—Jan 16-18: Guide-led 

Semester Conferences; 

1:30 dismissal all week 
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this may seem like some-
thing only for the younger 
children, there is also in-
formation for parents of 

children up to the age of 
13. Another idea was to 
invite someone to give us 
an astronomy talk with 
the children. We could all 
bring some blankets and a 

picnic dinner and listen 

about the stars that we 
see. If we plan it for soon, 
it will still be dark early. 
Please contact either of 
us, your Parent Repre-
sentatives Kristi & Jasmin, 

for any ideas or questions 
about parent meetings or 
concerns you would like us 
relay to the board.  

See you all at the Talent 
show and have a wonder-
ful winter break! 

form everyday life. 

December is an exciting 
month because we will be 
having the Winter Party 
and Talent Show on De-

cember 14th, 5:30-8:30 in 

the Fine Arts building. This 
will be my first time at-
tending the talent show 
and I am really looking 
forward to it.  

Jasmin and I were think-
ing about future parent 
meetings and thought it 
would be fun and educa-

tional to invite someone to 
discuss child safety seat 
laws, new laws went into 
effect in October. While 

Hello wonderful parents of 
Tree of Life! November 
has come and gone so 
fast! I really can’t believe 

that the year 2017 is com-
ing to an end. November 

had some great events; 
we raised money by eat-
ing burritos from Chipotle 
and buying artful presents 
for family members. It 

was nice to see all the 
parents and staff who 
came out for the Chipotle 
event. The children en-
joyed a wonderful day of 
sharing and trying new 

foods. I hope everyone 
had a great Thanks Giving 
and a nice little break 
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Fire Cats had a wonderful trip to the 
Children’s Museum in Santa Rosa 
last month, where they experiment-
ed with catching “fish” in a stream, 
cared for the oral hygiene of a croc-

odile, and played with gravity and 

sound. Outings are an essential part 
of a good Montessori education, 

tying lessons learned in class to real 
world experience. Thank you to the 
drivers who made this outing possi-
ble and to Dawn, who was our con-
tact person, making the reservation 
for us. This month we get to go ice 
skating with Angela’s class on De-

cember 8th. We will take children 
whose parents are driving first, so 
please sign up THIS WEEK—or send 
me a text—help us get our whole 
class there. 

The Progressive Feast was a real 

success! Children tried a variety of 
new foods from the Americas and 
took an introspective look at the 
things they value in life and what 

they feel thankful for. I hope you 
were able to see or hear the differ-
ent ideas they wrote. A big thanks 

to Karen, Nicolle, Debbie, Michelle, 
David, and Jesica who helped chil-
dren cook and/or travel class to 
class and remember all of their be-
longings in between places. 

Friendly reminder about our adopt a 
shelf program, where we each take 
1 shelf to clean. If it is easier for 
your family to come in on the week-

end to clean, that too is much ap-
preciated. THANK YOU to Daniel, 
Bayelle’s dad, for doing a DEEP 
CLEANING. 

Placemats, napkins, lunchboxes, 
indoor shoes are required in our 
class. Please put messy foods in 
sealed containers because often our 

children do not finish complete yo-
gurts and other messy items. Put a 
6 oz yogurt in a 4 oz container and 
save 2% for a parent/guardian tax 
for all those great things you do. 

The Winter Party is SO FUN!!!!! 

Your child/ren have been practicing 
for the performance since the be-
ginning of the year for this event. 

We have an amazing potluck—aim 
for organic and sugarless please-- 
and remember to bring plates, forks 
and napkins to teach our children 
about conserving resources. This is 
one of the sweet events that “sold 

me” on working at Tree of Life. Join 
us to watch our young talent. We 
need every family to attend. Last 
year a family felt sad because they 
didn’t dress up for the event and 
some people did. It is a special but 

casual event. If you want to dress 

up, or dress your child up for the 
performance, that is fine, but not 
necessary. If they are opting to 
dress up, please make sure it is 
comfortable for your child and let 
them get used to their outfit ahead 
of time so it is not a distraction to 

them that night. Review audience 
etiquette with them (staying seated 
with parent, not talking during per-
formances, and clapping to show 
appreciation). Again, we need help 
from all of our class members.  

Last month we studied gratitude. 

We will continue with that theme 
this month and will extend it by 

talking about the holidays not only 
as a time to GET, but as a time of 
GIVING and APPRECIATING. Please 
help your child make special gifts or 
cards for people who have touched 
their lives in a positive way, and we 

will do the same in class. Please 
include them in selecting gifts and 
wrapping them if you exchange 
gifts. We will study different cul-

Primary Class Fire Cats News 
By Molly Johnson, Guide 

tures and what holidays they cele-
brate in winter. 

***Remember to turn in all inde-
pendent study packets. Some peo-
ple were embarrassed because their 
packets got a little crinkled or 
messed up. We don’t care!—we just 
need all of them in. Two months 

ago my entire class was able to 
stand up at all school meeting be-
cause they had perfect attendance 
or had turned in all packets. We 
were the best in the entire school! 
This month it was sad for many 

children because their names were-
n’t called. Please help them out. We 
know many parents are working 
day and night! If your child needs  

help to complete their packets, 
please notify me and your child can 
stay for tutoring on Wednesdays. If 

you have any questions about pack-
ets (or anything else), feel free to 
call my cell phone or call Danza in 
the office. Juntos Podemos—
Together we can! 

Attendance Matters 

Arriving to school on time and every 
day are important to your child’s 
learning. We do Move This World 
social-emotional learning activities 

first thing in the morning—your child 

misses out on this when late. When 
your children miss a day of class, 
they miss out on lessons that cannot 
be repeated. Staff do their best to 
help absent children get caught up 
on key lessons they have missed, 
and independent study helps them 

practice skills when absent, but it’s 
not the same as being there for the 
original lessons.  

Attendance also matters financially 
to the school. We receive funds only 
for days students are at school or 

doing independent study. For one 
funding source, we only receive 
funding for days students are at 

school. The school also receives ex-
tra funding for students from low 
income families, foster children, and 
English Language Learners, so 
please make sure the school office 
has your current information. With 
some funding cuts this year, it’s im-

portant that the school receives all 
the attendance funding it can get! 
Please help us out. 



Thank you to everyone that donated 
toward our progressive feast! In 
honor of our first nations people of 
Peru, we made garlic mashed pota-
toes and quinoa with tomatoes for 

the progressive feast. A special 
thanks to Remie and Janet who 
came in to help cook. Caitlin and I 
couldn’t have done it without you.    

In class we will be reviewing Mon-
tessori’s 4th and 5th great lessons, 
the story of Language and the story 

of Numbers. We will be exploring 
the development of languages and 

mathematics in the continent of Af-
rica. If you have any writing or 
numbers displayed in a language 
from Africa please have your child 
bring it in to share.  In our zoology 

studies, we will also be exploring 
the phyla of the oceans through var-
ious videos. 

Our next big project coming up is 
the Winter Talent Show on Thurs-
day, December 14th. Everyone is 
encouraged to attend. If you and 

your child are not attending, please 
let me know ASAP. Also, please be 

sure to read the section in the 
newsletter about the Talent Show.  
If your child is planning on partici-
pating outside of our class perfor-

mance, they need to follow a few 
procedures listed in this section of 
the newsletter. This is one of the 
highlights of the year, and I look 
forward to celebrating with you all. 
See you there! 

Field trips 

Monday, December 11, 12pm-
2pm:  Ice Skating at Ukiah on Ice!   
Cost: $8. Wear long pants, bring 
extra socks!  Note the 2 permission 

forms that were sent home with the 
informational note.  These must be 
signed and returned with the $8 or 
your child will not be allowed to 
skate. 

Monday, January 29th, 8:00am 
Luther Burbank, Scientific Cir-

cus: This field trip was rescheduled 

to this day.  The cost for this trip 
is $8 for adults and $6 for stu-
dents.  Please let me know if 
you can drive. 

March 13-15:  We have scheduled 
our overnight field trip to the Monte-

rey Bay Aquarium and stay at the HI 
Monterey Hostel.  There are only 50 
beds at the hostel, so we have room 
for 8 adults (4 from each class) to 
stay at the hostel.  These 8 spots 
are reserved for adults who can 
drive other students to Monterey.  

Those adults 
who respond 

first and have 
the largest vehi-
cle will be given 
priority. The cost 

for the hostel 
will be around 
$50 per person.  
The Monterey 
Bay Aquarium is 
free. 

Jr. Elementary 1 Fox Pack News 
By Anthony Esserman Melville, Guide 
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Join us for our annual Winter Party 
and Talent Show on Thursday, De-
cember 14th beginning at 5:30 PM at 
the Fine Arts Building here on the 
Fairground. This event features: 

—Potluck “finger foods” and bever-
ages sharing from 5:30 to 6:30 PM; 
these should be foods that can be 

eaten with the fingers and do not 
need utensils! School will provide 
napkins and cups, or you can bring 
your own. 

—School hoodies ($25) and t-shirt 
($15) sales 

—Talent Show performances begin at 
6:30, and food area will be closed. 
Prepare your children with good au-
dience manners lessons, then super-
vise them during the performance. 

Please keep children off stage area 
except when performing.  

Performers must have turned in a 
Talent Show Permission Slip by De-
cember 8th in order to perform. Au-
ditions to preview and coach perfor-
mances will be at lunch recess and 
after school December 11-13. Talent 
Show Permission Slips are attached 

to this newsletter and are available 
in the office. 

—Class performances and all-school 
performances begin when Talent 
Show performances are finished. 
Please plan to stay for the class and 
all-school performances! 

Come and enjoy a fun evening! 

Winter Party! 

Why do so many adults, from so 
many varied walks of life, say the 
same thing about praise? “It back-
fires with a lot of kids. Their behav-
ior actually gets worse after receiv-

ing it.” 

What is “praise”? According to the 
Merr iam-Webster  Dict ionary, 

“praise” means “to express a favor-
able judgment of: commend.” Ex-

amples from daily life include: 
“Super job!”; “You are so bright.”; 
“Way to go!” 

There are two types of praise, spon-
taneous and intentional. Spontane-
ous praise comes from sincere ex-
citement over something a child has 
done. I encourage people to relax 

and allow this type to happen. In-
tentional praise is done for the 
purpose of shaping behavior. This 
type is most likely to backfire. 

A better alternative is to notice and 
describe a behavior without 

judging it. Here are some exam-
ples: 

“You did all your chores without re-
minders. How does that feel?” 

“I noticed you finished your assign-
ment even though it was challeng-
ing.” 

“You kept your cool when you were 
being teased.  What was that like 
for you?” 

“I noticed you spent a lot of time 
today helping your little brother.” 

The Right Praise 

By Dr. Charles Fay 



Jr. Elementary 2 Kung Fu Chickens News  
by Stacy Strauss Guide 
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needs are just as important, 
though, because they establish 
our human purpose and help to 
create happiness.  This study of 

the Fundamental Human Needs is 
the core lesson that will help to 
create peaceful, knowledgeable, 
and respectful citizens.   

Reminders and needs: 

-Don’t forget to check the purple 
folders and write in books your 
child is reading each night! 

-Organic ingredients for pan-

cakes: maple syrup, oil, almond 
milk 

-Help for fundraiser to pay for our 
field trips.  Jude’s mom has vol-
unteered to help with a Friday 
morning pancake fundraiser if 

anyone else can help also!  This 
would be 7:30-8:30 serving pan-
cakes and then clean up after-
wards.   

Field trips: 

Monday, December 11, 12pm-
2pm:  Ice Skating at Ukiah on 

Ice!   Cost: $8 Wear long pants, 
bring extra socks! 

Monday, January 29 t h ,  
8:00am Luther Burbank, Sci-
entific Circus:  This field trip 
was rescheduled to this day.  The 
cost for this trip is $8 for 

adults and $6 for students.  
Please let me know if you can 
drive. 

Tuesday, February 6, 9:00 
Hopland Research Center for 
lambing;  Cost: $3 

March 13-15:  We have sched-
uled our overnight field trip to the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium and stay 
at the HI Monterey Hostel.  There 
are only 50 beds at the hostel, so 

we have room for 8 adults (4 
from each class) to stay at the 
hostel.  These 8 spots are re-
served for adults who can drive 
other students to Monterey.  The 
cost for the hostel will be around 
$50 per person.  The Monterey 

Bay Aquarium is free.   

We still need help for site projects. We’d 

really like the garden to be ready to go 
before spring. Can you help over the 
winter break? Please see Celeste. 

Shade over Play Structure: We need 

some people to erect the new poles, use 
a rented auger, help with a crane. Mark 
and Ian need more people to help. 
Please call the office to let us know if 
you can help. 

Children’s Gardens, Labyrinth Area: 
A few of us got a lot of work done clear-
ing the labyrinth area, but there is still a 
little more to go. Before we install our 

new drip irrigation donated by Drip 

Works, we will need our garden boxes 
completely cleaned out, double lined 
with weedcloth, and filled with new soil. 
Can you help us with the first step of 
weeding and cleaning out the boxes? 
Please contact Celeste ASAP. Some peo-

ple have offered to help, but I don’t 
think anyone has actually come in to 
work. You can do it during school or af-
ter school, any day. A lot of us working 
on it a little at a time will eventually get 
it done! 

The Kung Fu Chickens came back 
from our Thanksgiving break and 
dove right in to the work.  They 
are continuing to persevere 

through the tough lessons and 
assignments!  Before the break 
(while I was sick), they made corn 
bread, cranberry sauce, and deco-
rated the table cover for the Pro-
gressive Feast.  Along with the 
help of Jenn, they worked hard 

while I was gone.  I am very 
proud of them for rising to the 
occasion and making it work while 
I was out for two days.  Thank 

you, Jenn! 

In December, 
we will contin-
ue to work sto-

ry problems 
and begin gra-
ph i ng  and 
counting mon-
ey.  We will 
also be prepar-
ing our perfor-

mance for the 
TOL Winter 
Talent Show on 

December 16th.  We will also begin 
our research of the Human Needs 
Chart after the 3rd Great Lesson: 
The Coming of Humans.  I love 

focusing on the Fundamental Hu-
man Needs.  Maria Montessori 
believed that all humans share 
common basic needs which, when 
met, help us 
to achieve 

human free-
dom, respect, 
environmental 
accountability, 
and coopera-
tion.  All these 

things are cru-

cial for creat-
ing civilization 
and establish-
ing peace.  
There are needs such as material 
ones-- clothing, food, shelter, 
health, tools—that are absolute 

needs and must be met before the 
spiritual ones—religion, art, litera-
ture, self-adornment—can be ful-
filled.  I believe these spiritual 

For the last few years, classes had lunch 
fundraisers to raise funds to cover field 
trip costs. Unfortunately, this became 
too much of a burden for staff when par-
ent volunteers did not show up to help. 

This means that parents will again be 
asked to pay for field trip costs for their 
child. Some classes are doing various 
types of fundraisers this year to help 
with some field trip costs so they won’t 
be so expensive. Please pay your share 
promptly when it is requested. If you are 

a low income family and cannot afford to 
pay, just write a note to staff requesting 
field trip scholarship. No child will be 
prevented from attending due to finan-

cial difficulty.  

Did you know that you can deduct your 
mileage and any bridge tolls or parking 
costs from your income taxes as a chari-
table donation when you drive students 

for a field trip? You can request a written 
acknowledgement of your donation for 
your tax records from the office. 

Volunteers Needed 

Field Trip Costs 



Imagine Dragons Strike the Stage 
this November. To blend in some 
music education, culture, history, 
and drama, our class held several 
rehearsals for quite a production of 

“Cora, Who Will be a Poet” that the 
whole school attended. Students 
learned about stage directions and 
improvising as well as how im-
portant it is to have understudies. 
The play was truly an all class effort 
with various students creating 

props, students adding their own 
lines to the scripts, and all the stu-
dents singing the song. Along with 

the play, we had lessons of how the 
Day of the Dead holiday came into 
being, and how it was related to All 
Saint’s Day—the influence of blend-

ing of cultures and the impact creat-
ed when cultures meet. As part of 
this cultural influence, students be-
gan Spanish lessons. We are making 
an honest effort to do two formal 
Spanish lessons each week, as well 
as encourage students with Spanish 

on informal occasions. Students 
have had various read-aloud selec-
tions in Spanish as well.  

We also had a major class fundrais-
er with our Turkey Trot. I thank all 
of the sponsors in this event as it 
really promoted great exercise and 
showed students that 30 minutes of 

power walking is a great workout! 
Let’s promote health and fitness!  

In science we have been tracing life 

as it first appeared on Earth in an in
-depth study of invertebrates and 
bacteria. As we progress into the 

new year, students should begin 
brainstorming with parents about 
their science fair investigations, ex-
ploring topics that they would like to 
study and beginning to formulate 

questions. This gives us the time to 
order any special materials needed 
to carry out the investigation.  

We will be finishing up our interim 
testing by the second week in De-
cember. We are looking forward to 
our ice skating adventure, Friday, 
December 8. Our winter party is 
Thursday, December 14. This is a 

unique event where students have a 
chance to participate in a talent 
show either individually or in a small 
group. Additionally, there are per-
formances by each class, the whole 
staff, and finally the entire school. 
Each family’s presence is very much 

appreciated and contributes to the 
wholeness of our community. Our 
class song relies upon high attend-
ance at this event.  

Your child should have received a 
little note about snack. Please dis-
cuss with your child their snack, and 
have them bring it separate from 

their lunch. Also, please ensure it 

meets the nutritional guidelines set 
forth by Tree of Life School. Stu-
dents are offered tea sweetened 
with honey, but they are welcome to 
drink water at their snack time too. 
Joaquin and I have made many re-
quests of students taking one thing 

out of their lunch box, using their 
placemat, and setting up for snack 
appropriately; however, many are 

Sr. Elementary Imagine Dragons News  
by Angela Reglin, Guide 
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The Art 
Day last 
m o n t h 
was re-
ally fun. 

The ac-
t i v i t i e s 

were drawing 
in Jr. El. 2, 
painting in Jr. 
El. 1, origami 
in Primary, 

and sculpture 
in Sr. El.  

The next 
Spirit Day is 
going to be 
Plushie Movie 

Day on Fri-

day, Decem-
ber 15th. 
Students can 
bring a big 
p l u s h i e 
(stuffed ani-

mal) or up 

to 3 small plushies to school that 
day—all must be able to fit in child’s 
backpack. A different movie will be 
shown in each classroom at the end 
of the day. 

We raised $223.03 for Trick-or-
Treat for UNICEF to help provide 
kids in need with health care, clean 
water, nutrition, education, and 

emergency relief. Thank you to the 
students who participated.  

Student Council 

News and Events  

By Jade and Jamison 

Progressive 

Feast 

still not doing so. Many have been 
eating their main course from their 
lunch. While this may not seem like 

a big problem, they then do not 
have enough to eat during lunch. 

Being hungry and bored during the 
lunch hour often leads to undesired 
conduct as well as difficulty in con-
centrating with the afternoon tasks. 
Joaquin and I really need to be facil-
itating students’ academic needs 
and not monitoring snack, so your 

support would contribute to the 
healthiness of our learning commu-
nity.  



From our charter:  

“Like parents everywhere, we care about 

our children, want what’s best for them, 

and know that their experience in school 

can have a great impact on the quality of 

their life.  We want them to have an educa-

tion that is worthy of their beauty and po-

tential.  We want them in a place where 

they are known, not as faces in a crowd, 

but individually and personally.  We want 

them in a school where they receive direct, 

high-quality attention, where their actual 

needs are met, where their potential is  

being realized.”  

Tree of Life Charter 
School  

Phone: 707-462-0913 
Fax: 707-462-0914 
E-mail:treeoflifeschool@pacific.net 
Website: www.treeoflifeschool.net 

Education for Life! 

241 Ford Rd. 
PO Box 966 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

Regular School Hours: 
M, T, Th, F—8:30 AM-3:15 PM 
W—8:30 AM-1:30 PM 

Before School Care 7:30-8:30 AM 
After School Care until 5:30 PM 
Student-Led Conference 2:30 PM Dismissal 
Guide-Led Conference 1:30 PM Dismissal 

Office News  
by Danza Davis, Business Manager 

Greetings from the office! We have 
some exciting field trips coming up 
that require attention. Ice skating 
requires two permission forms, one 
to be kept in our files and one that 

goes to the City of Ukiah. Forms 

should be turned in as soon as pos-
sible; if you need a replacement 
form please see me in the office. 
Drivers, if your insurance has 
changed or been renewed, please 
turn in a copy of your new policy or 

insurance card to update your driv-
ing application. 

With winter break approaching, it is 
more important than ever that inde-
pendent study packets are turned 
in. Any outstanding work should be 
returned to the office by December 
8th. If your child is going to be tardy 
or absent, please call the office as 

soon as possible, preferably before 
9 am. If leaving a message, please 
indicate whether the absence is ex-
cusable and whether we can prepare 
an independent study packet to 
make up for it.   

Keep an eye out for October-
November Childcare Invoices. They 
will cover a billing period from Octo-

ber 27th through December 1st. My 
goal is to get them out in the first 
week of December.  

Our Lost & Found is getting full! We 

have a rack of clothes and various 
loose items that are kept indoors 
during inclement weather. Ask the 
after or before care staff or in-
quire in the office if you don’t see 

the pile and are missing items. I 
also have a dish of trinkets in the 
office including sunglasses, neck-
laces, and a post office key! 
Please come in if you or your stu-

dent are missing these items.   

The office hours are 8 am-4:30 
pm, phone 462-0913, FAX 462-
0914. As always, should you have 

any questions or need assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
me! 

Wishing you all the best this holi-
day season!  

The holidays are a fun time to do 
baking with your child. Lots of holi-
day treats of the unhealthy type can 
interfere with our energy and our 
immune systems, though. Here are 

some recipe ideas to try instead  for 
a healthier holiday. 

 
APPLE NUT TRUFFLES: 
Grind 1 1/2 C raw cashews and 1C 
almonds in a high-powered blender 
to a meal. Add 1 sliced and pared 

apple, 1 t ground chia seed, 8 
minced dried apricots and blend to a 
paste. Chill 1-2 hrs, then form into 
small balls. Roll in cinnamon, coco-
nut, cocoa powder, or a combo! 
 
BLACK BEAN BROWNIES: 

In a food processor, blend 1/2 C 
cocoa powder, 2 t vanilla extract, 1 
1/2 C cooked black beans, 2 T 
ground flax seed, 1 t baking soda, 1 

C pureed apple or applesauce. Add 
1 1/2 cups pitted dates just 1 date 
at a time, and then 3/4 C whole 

wheat pastry flour or gluten free 
flour. Process until evenly blended. 
If desired, stir in 1 cup chopped 
nuts. Spread in a 13 X 9 pan and 
bake at 350 degrees F for 20-25 
min. After it cools to room tempera-

ture, refrigerate before serving. 
 
APPLE DATE TREATS: 
Pit dates by slicing through just one 
side. Stuff each with nut butter and 
a slice of apple.  

Holiday Treats 

“Do we believe and constantly 
insist that cooperation among the 
peoples of the world is necessary 

in order to bring about peace? If 

so, what is needed first of all is 
collaboration with children.... All 
our efforts will come to nothing 
until we remedy the great injus-
tice done the child, and remedy it 
by cooperating with him. If we are 
among the people of good will 

who yearn for peace, we must lay 
the foundation for peace our-
selves, by working for the social 
world of the child.”  

—Dr. Maria Montessori, 1937 



2017 December    Tree of Life
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

26 27 28 29 30 01 02

03 04 05 06 07 08 09
Sr. El. ice skating 

$8

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Jr. El. ice skating 

$8

Winter Party, 

Fine Arts Bldg, 

5:30-8:30

Plushie Movie 

Spirit Day

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

31 01
NO SCHOOL, 

Winter Break

Savings Bank Day is Wednesday. Remember to bring in your savings!   School resumes after Winter 

Break on January 8th. MLK Holiday January 15th. Minimum days for conferences January 16-20 with 

1:30 dismissal time.                                                                                                                            

Notes: PASTA LUNCH made by Fox Pack Class FUNDRAISER on Fridays, $4



Tree of Life Winter Party Talent Show Dec. 14 

(Arrive by 6 PM at Fine Arts Bldg. with music, eqpt., etc.) 

Permission Slip (due no later than Dec. 8) 

Performer’s Name:____________________________________________ 

Performance Title:____________________________________________ 

Description:____________________________________________________ 

Will you bring music?_________________If yes, what is the 

title?_____________________________________________________________ 

In what format is the music (CD, MP3, etc.)?__________________ 

What equipment will you bring? ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Permission and Certification: 
I do hereby certify that I have seen the above-mentioned child’s full talent show act, that it takes 

under 3 minutes to perform it, and that it is appropriate for viewing and listening by all ages. I 

understand that adults in the child’s family are also welcome to participate in the talent show 

portion and should also make sure their acts conform to the stated parameters. Each child may 

participate in only one talent show act, other than their class performance and the whole school 

grand finale. I will remind my child that this permission slip needs to be turned in to the office by 

December 8th, or this talent show act will not be allowed to perform. Performers will not be 

allowed to perform a different act than the one stated on their permission slips. 

Student’s Signature:____________________________________ 

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature:____________________________ 

 

Auditions will be held December 11-13 at lunch recess and after school. The purpose of the 

audition is to coach the students in performance and to ensure that their act is appropriate and 

within the time limit. 

Audition date and time:_________________________________ 
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