
Join us for our annual 
Winter Party and Talent 
Show held at the Fine Arts 
Bldg. on the Fairground. 
Come at 5:30 to help set 

up the potluck and seat-
ing. Potluck begins 
promptly at 6 and lasts 
until 6:30—food area will 
be closed off at that time 
to promote good audience 

manners. Please coach 
your children on staying 
seated during performanc-
es, clapping and cheering 
appropriately, etc. 

Talent Show will begin at 
6:30 with performers who 
have turned in their per-

mission slips by Dec. 5th. 
Make sure to give your 

music to Tony BEFORE the 
performances begin. This 
will be followed by staff, 

class, and whole school 
performances. Usually 

performances end around 
8:30 PM. 

Some classes may have 

fundraiser items to sell at 
the party, and the school 
will have its t-shirts and 
sweatshirts available for 
purchase.  

Winter Party Talent Show 
by Celeste Beck, Principal 

Brief Reminders: 

Dec 10—Board Cabinet 
Meeting, 4:30 PM 

Dec 11—Tree of Life On 
Ice field trip, $8 admission  

Dec 13—Winter Party and 
Talent Show @ Fine Arts 

Bldg on Fairground; 6 PM 
potluck; 6:30 performance 

Dec 20—PJ Movie Art 
Day—wear PJs to school 

Dec 21-Jan 4—Winter 
Break, no school 

MONDAYS & FRIDAYS 
lunch fundraisers $4 

WEDNESDAY—Bank Day 
for Savings Bank  

Help always appreciated 
for Club Fridays 1:15-
2:45 (Spanish, coding, 

fiber arts, arts & crafts, 
drama, storytelling) 
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develop an awareness and 
appreciation of the world 
around them.” (https://

m o n t e s s o r i a c a d e -

my.com.au/montessori-
education/montessori -
curriculum/) 

Here at Tree of Lif,e be-
sides offering all of the 
above through the Mon-
tessori curriculum, teach-
ers bring the culture of 
our local area, the culture 

of our combined families, 
and their own culture into 
the classroom. They do 
this through events like 
field trips, speakers, 

presentations, and spirit 

days. Families are invited 
to share in creating our 
culture by volunteering in 
the classroom, having a 
voice in the Parent Council 
Meetings, and through 
special events like Inter-

national Day. The more 
involved we all are, the 
more we share our culture 
and our values with our 
children. See you at the 
Talent Show!!   

gious events happen. I 
looked up information 
about cultural learning in 
a Montessori classroom. 

Here is what I found: 

“Culture: Cultural activi-

ties lead the child to expe-
rience music, stories, art-
work, and items from the 
child’s community, socie-
ty, and cultural back-
ground. The areas of ge-
ography, science, zoology, 

and botany are all includ-

ed in this area. A range of 
globes, puzzle maps, and 
folders containing pictures 
from different countries all 
help to give the child an 

insight into different cul-
tures. The culture area 
encourages children to 
develop their capacity for 
creation and develop fine 
motor skills. Whilst learn-
ing to freely express 

themselves. Through cul-
tural activities, children 

 The month of November 
seemed very full of activi-
ties and events. I hope 
everyone had a wonderful 

Thanksgiving vacation. As 
a short recap of the 
month, we had our Parent 
Council meeting, well at-
tended, with lots of great 
discussions. Be on the 
lookout for Parent Meeting 

Minutes and some tips for 
kid friendly, healthy, and 
sugar free snacks on Par-
entSquare and Facebook. 

We had a fundraiser at 
Chipotle, and the teachers 

and students celebrated 
with the Progressive Feast 
on the 16th. Coming up 
we have the Talent Show 
on December 13th and 
winter break. Remember 
to get talent show permis-

sion slips in on time (Dec. 
5).  

December is a time when 
many cultural and reli-
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I hope you had a warm and won-
derful Thanksgiving! 

Speaking of gratitude, we had such 
a delightful progressive feast, 
thanks to your support! 

We are going to 
have Tree of Life 
on Ice on Decem-
ber 11th. Please 
treat yourself and 

join us for this 
event! You are 
welcome to join 
your child on the 

the ice skating 
rink or just be a 
driver, relax with 

a coffee or hot chocolate and enjoy 
the fun. 

Traditionally in 
the Primary 
class, parents 
come into our 
c l a s s r o o m 
during Winter 
Break and do 

a deep clean-
i n g . 

(Remember, 

most of our TOL budget pays the 
staff that teaches your children. 
Very few schools in Ukiah have as-
sistants in the classes these days). 
If you are willing and able to help 

out, please contact Molly or Chelsea 
about a day that would work for 
you. 

Primary class families have worked 
hard to complete their independent 
study! If you forgot to get one when 
your child was out, please request a 
packet from Danza. If you have one 
that is outstanding please contact 

Molly or bring it as soon as possible. 
Each packet is equal to making a 
large, important donation to our 
school.  

Challenge yourself and your child to 
get to school early every day be-
tween now and Winter Break (it 
starts Friday December 22). 

We need all of our families to join 
us for the Winter Party. Each class 
has been preparing a performance 
with their class and some children / 

families will even be in the talent 
show. Before this fun event we will 

gather for a potluck. Remember to 

Peaceful Praying Mantis Class News 
By Molly Johnson, Guide 

Attendance Stats 

label your dish for those with die-
tary restrictions and no sugar 
please, as is school policy. Some 

children like to dress up 'fancy' , 
others like to be casual, either way 

is fine! This event is all about shar-
ing our talents and celebrating our 
community! 

Ellie Taesali is doing a fundraiser for 
our class. She has taught a color 
theory and art class with Primary 
and the works will be on sale at the 
talent show. We hope you love 
them! We will be making holiday 

wreaths and will be selling them to 
support Primary too! 

Make sure to appreciate the vaca-

tion time with your family! Take 
time to read with each other, play 
games, talk, walk and have fun! We 
will see you back on January 7th! 

But, ideally, make sure your child 
comes to school. Even with Inde-
pendent Study packets, your child 
misses important lessons in class 
and opportunities for learning that 

cannot be included in packets.  

Absences also affect the school’s 
funding. Each time your student is 

absent, no matter what the reason, 
the school receives no funding for 
your child that day. And even when 
your child does Independent Study, 
though we recapture some of that 

funding, we do not receive our full 

funding for those days. In Septem-
ber, 24% of our students were 
chronically absent, in October it 
grew to 39%, and in November it 
was 27%.  

We KNOW you can do better! Please 
help us turn this around for the 
benefit of your children and our 
school. We really appreciate all 

those times your child IS here! 

Tree of Life needs YOU to help us 
improve our attendance stats. Last 
year our chronic absenteeism rate 
grew by 6.8%, despite our staff’s 
efforts to provide Independent 

Study packets and to educate fami-
lies about the negative effects ab-
sences have on student success. 

It is the parents’ re-
sponsibility, by law, 

to ensure that their 
child attends school 
every day and arrives 
ON TIME unless they 

are too ill, attending 
a close family mem-
ber’s funeral, attend-
ing a medical or den-
tal appointment, at-
tending a religious 
observance, and 

sometimes for other 
reasons, such as road 

hazard emergencies.  

If your child is absent, but is not 
seriously ill, PLEASE pick up an In-
dependent Study packet or connect 
with your child’s Guide to find out 
what work your child can be doing 
at home or on a trip. If you know in 
advance that your child will be ab-

sent, make sure to notify the Guide 
so s/he can make a packet that in-
cludes trip activities. 



Thank you to everyone that donated 
toward our progressive feast!  With 
the help of a good gluten and dairy 
free recipe, and 4 moms (Audrey 
Jade, Autumn Johns, Angela Reglin, 

and Hortencia Fraser) who baked 
the ingredients at home, we had 
outstanding contribution to the pro-
gressive feast. The students took 
turns in groups of 4 or 5 to mix the 
dry and wet ingredients separately 
and placed them in mason jars.  

When it came to cooking the beans, 
I had little prior experience. But 
with a little research online and a lot 

of input and knowhow from Michelle 
Maxwell, who was there early in the 
morning, we were able to pull to-
gether an amazing batch of beans.  

Remie Scott helped me dish out with 
“Louis Jordan and the Tympany 
Five” swinging out that famous tune 
“Beans and Cornbread!” in the back-
ground. Each group that entered 
was encouraged to eat their corn-
bread WITH their beans as the song 

suggested. Many who did exclaimed 
that beans and cornbread were ex-
cellent together. It seemed that 
everyone loved the meal.  There 

were no leftovers other than a few 
mini cornbread muffins.  Congratu-

lations all on a wonderful success! 

This month of November we did a 

great deal in preparation of our 
fieldtrip to the Mendocino Museum 
and our simple machine scavenger 
hunt.  Unfortunately, as you know, 

because of the Paradise “Camp” 
Fire, our fieldtrip was canceled due 
to the unhealthy smoke that 
blanketed our area. Thanks to Stacy 
of the Mighty Meerkats, we were 

able to reschedule for Friday the 
30th of November. As this article 
was written before this event took 
place, I must assume it went well.  
The students really delved deeply 
into the study of simple machines 
(pullies, levers, wedges etc.) and 

how they help to do work. 

In December we will be completing 

the Montessori Great Lessons, a 
study of symmetry, snowflakes and 
crystals and more! Our next big pro-

ject coming up is the 
Winter Talent Show 
on Thursday, Decem-
ber 13th. In your 

handbook you may 
have it down as Fri-
day the 14th. This 
was a mistake, and it 
has been fixed on 
the calendar in Par-

entSquare, the school website, and 

the last 2 newsletters.  Everyone is 

encouraged to attend. If you and 
your child are not attending, please 
let me know ASAP. Also, if your 
child is planning on participating 
outside of our class performance, 

they need to submit a permission 
form showing parental approval to 
do an individual talent in the show.  
They are due December 5th.  They 

Jr. El. 1 Golden Gecko News 
By Anthony Esserman Melville, Guide 
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Hot Lunch Fundraisers 

Support Jr. Ele-
mentary Class 

Fieldtrip Expens-
es 

Burrito  
Mondays 

Pasta Fridays 

New Staff 

have been sent 
out on Par-
entSquare and 

physical copies are 
in office. This is 

one of the high-
lights of the year, 
and I look forward 
to celebrating with 
you all at the Fine 
Arts building.  

Field trips not on your list that 
you should add: 

Tuesday, December 11 to Ice 
Skating at Ukiah on Ice!—
Suggested cost donation: $8 
Wear long pants, bring extra socks!  

2 permission forms will be sent home 
with the informational note.  These 
must be signed and returned or your 
child will, unfortunately, not be al-
lowed to skate. Please check the Pur-
ple folders the first week in Decem-

ber (they may be available on Par-
entSquare as well, so keep a look-
out). 

Tuesday, March 5th to the Sono-
ma County Fish Hatchery at Lake 
Sonoma— 
We will be leaving TOL around 9am 
and arrive at 10am for the tour Re-
turning after lunch by 2pm. No cost 

but we will need drivers. 

Thursday, May 16th-17th is con-

firmed as our overnight fieldtrip 
to Mendocino Woodlands— We 
will leave here early in the morning 
on the 16th and arrive in the late af-
ternoon on the 17th. More infor-
mation will be coming soon. We will 
need drivers and chaperones—more 

to come! 

Welcome to our new custodian, 
Marin Morales. He will be taking 

over the cleaning and yardwork du-
ties at the school, while Joe Hook 
will continue to do repair and con-

struction type maintenance projects. 
Speaking of which, we always can 
use help with the weeding and any 
other project you feel handy doing! 
And Guides still will need volunteers 
to do the quarterly deep cleaning in 
their classrooms...usually a parent 

or two come in over a weekend to 
dust all shelves, vacuum behind 
things, get to all those places not 

usually accessible when doing daily 
classroom cleaning. Check Par-
entSquare for sign-ups. 

We will be hiring someone, hopeful-

ly by January, as an Office Assis-
tant to work full days on Fridays 
and 3 hours on three other days. 
This person will be calling parents 

about absences, Independent 
Study packets, volunteerism, and 
will assist with other office duties. 
If you or someone you know is 
looking for a part time job of this 
type that fits with your child’s 

school schedule, please apply in the 
office or online after December 
10th. 



Jr. El. 2 Mighty Meerkats News  
by Stacy Strauss, Guide 
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cheese sandwiches and tomato 
soup, at the Progressive 
Feast.  We had a lovely meal and 
I couldn’t have done it without 

your help!  The Progressive Feast 
is a tradition at Tree of Life, and 
it was another successful one. 

You should have received an an-
nouncement from Celeste about 
our Winter Talent Show on De-
cember 13.  If your child wants to 
perform, please fill out and return 
the permission slip by December 

5.  She sent the permission form 

digitally, but they are also availa-
ble in the office.  Our class will 
also be performing. 

A few weeks ago, I sent a new 
field trip list home in the purple 
folders.  Please note the over-
night field trip will be May 16-
17.  We will also be ice skating at 

Ukiah on Ice on December 11 
with the entire school.  Permis-
sion forms and driver sign ups will 
be sent home soon through Par-
ent Square. 

I have been taking a class for 

Montessori Elementary teachers 
that focuses on social and emo-
tional learning in the Montessori 

classroom.  It has been inspiring 
for me and, also, reassuring that 
our staff at Tree of Life is on the 

right track.  Many of 
the ideas discussed in 
the classes have been 

techniques that we 
already use.  Each of 

the classes holds 
classroom meetings 
to solve social issues 
that come up.  The 
students are the ones 
to come up with solu-

tions guided by the teachers.  All of our 

teachers are trained in helping students 
communicate their feelings and 
needs.  Most importantly, our teachers 
really listen to the children when there 
has been an incident.  Listening is one of 
the most important things an adult can 

do for children.  In addition to confirma-

tion that we are using recommended 
techniques, I have also learned some 
new ones.  I am going to introduce 
some new movement lessons to put on 
the shelf to help when someone has “the 
wiggles.”   I will also be observing more 
often.  Maria Montessori said the key to 

discovering what the children need is by 
observing.  Basically, the theme, so far, 
of the class is to listen more and ob-
serve more.  I wanted to share this with 
you, because I think this is true for par-
enting and 

family rela-
tionships as 

well.  Focus 
on really 
listening to 
each oth-
er.   Just 

listen.   

I want to begin by saying thank 
you to Debbie Hupp for coordinat-
ing our burrito fundraiser.  She 
has been filling in for others when 

they couldn’t make it and doing 
her own shifts as well.  2 of the 4 
parents who volunteered at the 
beginning of the year no longer 
can do it.  The sale of these burri-
tos pay for our field trips and pro-
vide a service to parents and chil-

dren who find it easier to send 
money rather than make a 
lunch.  It also serves as practical 
life lessons for the students.  They 

love making and serving burritos, 
but Debbie needs help.  I sent out 

a message through ParentSquare 
asking for volunteers, but no one 
responded. I am wondering if 
Monday morning is a difficult time 
for people to volunteer or maybe 
people would rather just pay for 
field trips because everyone is 

busy.  I will be sending out a Par-
entSquare survey soon, so please 
respond with your opinion on 
whether we should continue  sell-
ing burritos. 

Thank you to Debbie, Shona, 
Dawn, and Ke-
nia who helped 
us make and 

serve the main 
course, grilled 

Many parents ask, “Is it really possible 
to raise well-adjusted kids while at the 
same time trying to manage an incredi-
bly hectic and stressful work and family 
life?” One mom described their situa-
tion: We try to live a simple, frugal 
lifestyle. Even with keeping our spend-
ing as low as possible, both of us still 
have to work full schedules just to pro-
vide for the basics. With 3 young chil-
dren things get crazy. The house al-
most always feels like a mess, and we 
have very little time and energy left 
over to spend with the kids. Both of us 
feel horribly guilty about this much of 
the time. 
  
Some parents spend almost no time 
with their kids because they are addict-

tudes. As such, they internalized the 
truth that they were deeply loved even 
though their parents weren’t able to 
spend as much time with them as they 
wanted.  

 Remember that guilt often interferes 

with good parenting. When we allow 
guilt to interfere with our ability to set 
and enforce loving limits and expecta-
tions, our kids suffer.  

 Don’t be afraid to ask for help with 

supervision. Kids of all ages need good 
supervision. Without it, even very good 

kids often get involved in drugs, alcohol, 
early sex, and other high-risk behaviors. 

 You are doing a good and noble thing 

by taking care of the needs of your 
family. This is wonderful modeling, and 
it sends a powerful message of love to 
your kids.  

Balancing Busy Families 
By Dr. Jim Fay 

ed to work, addicted to buying extra 
stuff, addicted to selfish activities or 
all three. Many others, however, find 
themselves having to work their fin-
gers to the bone because they simply 
don’t have a choice. Here are some 
words of encouragement… and some 
tips… for this second type:  

 Many well-adjusted adults 

grew up with exceptionally 
busy parents. The key seems 
to be this: As children, they 
were not shielded from their 
family’s economic struggles. 
Their parents were honest about 
the challenges and consistently 
modeled hopeful, positive atti-



In a Montessori classroom students 

have a chance to learn from one an-

other. They give one another aca-

demic support, but more than that, it 

is a place of sharing food, laughter, 

and being present in a moment with 

members of their social group. In 

present times when so many distrac-

tions abound, it is often difficult to be 

in the presence of a human being. 

Our community allows for such a 

unique social dynamic.  

Additionally, a Guide, is not an in-

structor, rather, a facilitator of com-

munity and of learning. A Guide pre-

sents nuggets of experiences that 

allow children  to open  doors and 

walk as deeply into a room of 

knowledge as they wish.  We, the 

members of the community,  set an 

example of what kind of community 

we want to be in. How we respond to 

our own successes and challenges as 

well as how we come alongside those 

who are experiencing success or 

challenge demonstrate the kind of 

group we want to be. This social part 

of working together, demonstrating 

empathy, and sharing perspective is 

an integral part of this learning envi-

ronment. Your child’s presence here 

at school is vitally important to him/

her feeling like a connected member.  

In terms of academics, we have been 

working on some large long-term 

projects including a class play, poly-

hedraville math, and exploration of 

how early tribal peoples met their 

needs. We are looking forward to our 

2 field trips coming up in December: 

Ukiah Players Theater Dec. 4th for the 

production of “A Christmas Carol” 

and Dec. 11 an all school adventure 

of ice skating. December 13th is our 

Winter Talent Show and Party.  

The first week of December we will 

be conducting our second MAP as-

sessment. This assessment is useful 

in providing your child with an indi-

vidualized curriculum addressing 

their specific needs. I have been able 

to provide students with lessons that 

are tailored to where they are in 

their academic journey of learning. 

Please help support your child in this 

endeavor by making sure they eat a 

good breakfast and get plenty of rest 

Sr. El. Random Mushrooms News  
by Angela Reglin, Guide 
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jects, one classroom with just a 
movie, and 
two class-
rooms with 
holiday art 

and movie. 
You can wear 
your PJs to 
school that 
day.  

The Ta lent 
Show is on De-
cember 13 at 
the Fine Arts 

Bldg. on the 
Fairground. If 
you want to, 
you can put 
together an act to show off your 

t a l e n t , 
such as 

p l ay i ng 
p i a n o , 
miming, 
d r u m -
m i n g , 

the night before.  

Conferences are coming up upon our 

return from our winter break. Please 

ensure that you sign up for a confer-

ence and follow through with your 

appointment. At this conference, 

your child  will have selected pieces 

of work that showcase his/her  

growth and development. You will 

also receive a semester progress 

report of your child’s progress on the 

lessons they have received through-

out the semester. This is one of the 

most important things you can do in 

support of your child’s development 

at this learning institution—show up 

to conferences and be interested in 

student’s pro-

gress!  

A huge thank 

you to all those 

who rushed to 

get their paper-

work in, so we 

can now go on 

field trips. Also, a big thanks to the 

parents who are able to stop in once 

and awhile and either help students 

with investigations or tidy up the 

classroom, shop for soap, etc. This 

classroom would not function with-

out your help.  

Student Council News 
By Caiden and Gideon 

Carnival Day was a big hit. We had 
a lot of fun at all the booths that the 
classes  created. This was the first 
ever Carnival Spirit Day. 

Progressive Feast was full of yummy 
food. Classes did a great job cook-
ing their dishes. There were corn-
bread and beans, grilled cheese 

sandwiches and tomato soup, fruit 
salad, tea, and muffins. 

On the 20th of December we’ll have  
PJ Movie Art Day. There will  be one 
classroom with only holiday art pro-

juggling, a short skit, or singing. 
Make sure to get your permission 
slips turned in by December 5th.  

 

 



From our charter:  

“Like parents everywhere, we care about 

our children, want what’s best for them, 

and know that their experience in school 

can have a great impact on the quality of 

their life.  We want them to have an educa-

tion that is worthy of their beauty and po-

tential.  We want them in a place where 

they are known, not as faces in a crowd, 

but individually and personally.  We want 

them in a school where they receive direct, 

high-quality attention, where their actual 

needs are met, where their potential is  

being realized.”  

Tree of Life Charter 
School  

Phone: 707-462-0913 
Fax: 707-462-0914 
E-mail:treeoflifeschool@pacific.net 
Website: www.treeoflifeschool.net 

Education for Life! 

241 Ford Rd. 
PO Box 966 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

Regular School Hours: 
M, T, Th, F—8:30 AM-3:15 PM 
W—8:30 AM-1:30 PM 

Before School Care 7:30-8:30 AM 
After School Care until 5:30 PM 
Student-Led Conference 2:30 PM Dismissal 
Guide-Led Conference 1:30 PM Dismissal 

Office News  
by Danza Davis, Business Manager 

Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated in our recent fundraisers! The 
Equal Exchange Fundraiser raised 
$826.40 for the school and the 
Chipotle Fundraiser raised $373.91. 

Our campus also participated in 

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF, raising 
$338.02 to support UNICEF’s mis-
sion to improve children’s lives 
around the world. Raffle tickets for 
Roots & Shoots, our biggest fund-
raiser of the year, will go out before 

the Winter Break to give families 
time to sell over the holidays. All 
money and remaining tickets are 
due to the office by March 15, 2019. 
Purchasers need not be present to 
win the raffle prizes. Mark your cal-
endar for the event, April 6, 2019; 

event tickets will go out after the 
winter break. If you shop on Ama-
zon, don’t forget to log on via the 

smile.amazon.com portal and 
choose The Beginning Project dba 
Tree of Life Charter School for the 
organization you want to support. 

Then every time you do your Ama-
zon online shopping, use the 
smile.amazon.com portal and the 
school will get a donation! 
 
Please call the office or send a mes-

sage via ParentSquare if your stu-
dent will be absent and indicate 
whether it is excusable and whether 
you are requesting independent 

study. The school must be alerted 
each day a student is absent to 
keep accurate attendance records 
and follow up with truant stu-
dents. Please note that an ac-

ceptable reason must be given for 
absences/tardies to be excused as 
indicated in the California Educa-
tion Code; other reasons will 
count toward truancy. 

 
Child Care invoicing for the billing 

period covering October 22–
November 16 went out at the end 
of November; invoices not picked 
up in person will be sent via a pri-
vate message on ParentSquare. 
Please pay your invoices in the 
office by cash or check and direct 

any questions to Danza.  
  
Looking forward to seeing every-
one at the Winter Party on Thurs-
day, December 13th, held at the 
Fine Arts Building on the Fair-

grounds main campus; help set up 

at 5:30, potluck at 6:00, and tal-
ent show at 6:30. If your student 
plans to perform, complete per-
mission slips must be turned in to 
the office no later than Wednes-
day, December 5th. Acts will be 

reviewed by staff to be sure stu-
dents are ready to perform, the act 
is within the 3-minute time limit, 
and content is appropriate.  
 

Please stay engaged with newslet-
ters, blackboard messages, and Par-
entSquare posts. Visit or call the 
office with questions/concerns. Reg-
ular office hours are 8am–4pm; 

phone 462-0913, fax 462-0914, 
email treeoflifeschool@pacific.net.  

 
Happy Holidays! School will be out 
for Winter Break from December 21
–January 4. 

“The greatest gifts we can 

give our children are the 

roots of responsibility and 

the wings of independence.“ 
—Dr. Maria Montessori 

Community Page 

We’d like to start a new Community 
page in our newsletter, but it de-
pends on information from YOU! 
Would you like a place to post ser-

vices you need or could offer (i.e. 
babysitting, yardwork, handyman,  

etc.), items you have for sale or 
you’re looking for, carpool offers or 
requests, a place to rent, infor-
mation about your business, ideas 
that help you manage your busy 

family? This will be our Tree of sup-
port for each other...our community 
network.  

Simply send your information by 
ParentSquare message, or bring in a 
written copy to the office, no later 
than the 25th of each month. 


