
It has been a year full of 
learning opportunities for 
students, parents, and 
staff. We worked through 
the physical changes to 

the site and changes in 
staffing. We learned more 
about how to work better 
with each other, be mind-
ful of our emotions, and 
communicate our feelings 
and needs as we practiced 

Nonviolent Communication 
and MindUP breathing. 

Each classroom has been 
busy with individual and 
group projects, research, 
arts and music, and field 
trips to expand their 
learning. Now, they are 
preparing for conferences 

by collecting and reflecting 
on some of their work to 
demonstrate that learning. 

Now, it’s time to celebrate 
all we have achieved, so 
we have a couple celebra-
tions coming up on June 
7th and 8th. 

Don’t miss our end of year 
barbecue, performances, 
and bridging ceremony on 

Wednesday, June 7th, at 
Lions Club Park in Red-
wood Valley. Come early 
at 5 PM to start barbecues 
and play at the park. Pot-
luck dining will begin at 

5:30. Please bring a side, 
salad, or dessert to share 
for potluck, and something 
to barbecue for your fami-
ly. Remember to bring 
your own beverages, 
plates, utensils, napkins, 

etc. Performances will 
begin at 6 PM, followed by 
bridging ceremonies for 

those moving from infancy 
to childhood (those mov-
ing to elementary level 

next year), and from 
childhood to adolescence 

(those moving from ele-
mentary to secondary). At 
the end will be a grand 
finale performance by the 
whole school. 

On Thursday, June 8, Stu-
dent Council has planned 
a final Water Day Spirit 
Day. Students will need 

water shoes and clothes, 
towels, sunscreen, hats. 
There will be a bounce 
house with water slide in 

the afternoon. We need 
parent volunteers in the 
afternoon to help with 

snowcone machine and 
pizza snacks. Please call 
the school ASAP to help. 

Come and celebrate our 
year with us and join us in 
some fun! 

Celebrating Our Year 
By Celeste Beck, Principal 

Brief Reminders: 

—June 1-6: Final Confer-
ences; 1:30 dismissal 

—June 7: End of Year BBQ 
& Bridging at Lions Club 
Pk, BBQ 5, potluck at 
5:30, performances 6 

—June 8: Last day of 
school; Water Play Spirit 
Day in PM; 2:30 dismissal 

—June 13: Taste of the 
World fundraiser planning 
meeting 5:30 @ Esserman

-Melville residence 

—Throughout summer: 
site projects, dates tbd 

—August 15-17: Orienta-
tion Conferences 

—August 21: First Day of 
School Year (and a solar 

eclipse!) 
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Parent Council News 

By Autumn Johns, Parent Representative 

Greetings from the Parent 

Council. Is it just me or 
did this school year fly by? 
As we wind down to our 
final days, I have just a 

few reminders for you. 
Just because school is out 
doesn’t mean there aren’t 
plenty of projects to get 
done on campus. Tree of 
Life always needs help 
with various construction 

and garden projects over 
the summer, and with all 
the money raised at Roots 
and Shoots we will be 

starting on our pergola. 

There will be a sign-up 
sheet going around during 
conferences, so please 
sign-up for days and times 

you are available.  

I would like to thank all of 
the parent volunteers we 

had throughout the year; 
many things were done 
this year that we would 
not have been able to pull 
off without you. Please be 
thinking of ways you can 

help the school next year. 

If you don’t know what is 
needed, then please ask. 
You can contribute in so 
many ways. From garden 

work, to just sitting and 

listening to primary stu-
dents read, we need you! 

 Tree of Life will also need 

two new parent council 
representatives next year 
as I finish out the final 
year of my term. If being a 
parent rep is something 
you think you may be in-

terested in, then let’s talk. 
I hope that you all have a 
beautiful summer, and I’ll 
see you next year!  
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them learn, and please tell your 
friends with children about our 
school! They are always welcome to 
schedule a visit. 

What an amazing year! It is an hon-
or to witness your growth, Silver 
Hawks! We had a lot of fun (and 
learning) in the garden, with our 

incubated ducklings which we just 
sent home on Friday, watching our 
tadpoles grow up and hop off, with 
our trash brick project, fieldtrips 
and core learning with the Montes-
sori materials in class! You have 

learned so much about treating 
yourselves, your environment, and 
your classmates kindly. You have 
used peace techniques to calm 
yourselves and to help resolve con-
flicts with others! You have grown 
and many of you have had a tooth 

come out (several in our class)! You 
are now reading, writing, and prac-
ticing your math!  Make sure to 
keep reading this summer and work 
with calendars, clocks, thermome-
ters, and money to help you re-
member all that you have learned. 

Consider keeping a journal of fun 
events this summer. It will be good 

writing practice and it is fun to read 
later. Be sure to take swimming 
lessons if you don’t know how to 
swim. Please stop by to visit us as 

you grow 
up! Have 
an abso-
l u t e l y 
a m a z i n g 
s u m m e r . 
Now, Sing 

your way 
home at 
the end of 
the year. 

But before 
you do, 
make sure 

to come to 
the end of 
the year 
B r i d g i n g 
Ceremony. 
It is the 

last, big, very important, event of 
the year! See you there! 

 Much love and gratitude, Molly 

Primary Silver Hawks Class News  
By Molly Johnson, Guide 

I want to put a special thank you 
here to Autumn Johns, who has 
been the Parent Representative the 
last 2 years. Besides participating in 
Board meetings and running Parent 

Council meetings, Autumn volun-
teers for just about anything else 
that is needed.  

When we asked for volunteers for 
the yearbook and no one stepped 
forward, Autumn took it on. Thank 
you, Autumn! 

When we asked for volunteers to 
run the snowcone machine on spirit 
day and no one stepped forward, 
Autumn took it on. Thank you, Au-
tumn!  

Silver Hawks, Many of you will be 
graduating this year, and I will real-
ly miss having you in class. Please 
consider coming back next year to 
serve as volunteers in the Primary 

class. Our Elders next year, Jade, 
Jamison, Katarina, Presley, will be 
happy to have your help with all of 
our new Primary students!   

Parents, as you know, conferences 
start on Thursday, June 1st. Re-
member that your child needs to 
attend the conference, as they will 
be sharing their portfolio and we 

will be discussing plans for next 
year. 

PLEASE SEND A BACKPACK OR 

SHOPPING BAG TO SCHOOL DAILY 
AS WE HAVE LOTS OF GOODIES TO 
SEND HOME. PLEASE RETURN ALL 
BOOKS (and independent study) TO 
SCHOOL ASAP. Thanks! 

A huge thank you to all family 
members and friends who contrib-
uted time, supplies, and/or money 
to help make this class a success! 

We had generous donations of 
books, supplies, cash for special 

projects, volunteers for the coffee 
program, the lunch program, driv-
ers for our field trips, you volun-
teered and donated and collected 

donations for our big fundraiser, we 
had an incubator loan and consulta-
tion, reading volunteers, cleaning 
and laundry crews, special guests 
that spoke about a variety of things 
including their countries of origin, 
world travel, machinery, and music 

to name a few. I hope you parents/ 
friends/grandparents have had the 
time to meet each other, because 
you are hard workers and you have 
really contributed with open hearts! 

You folks are the future of this 
school and I feel really happy when 

I think about this group of powerful 
adults who are working together to 
help our children have a high quali-
ty education! Keep up this energy in 
the years to come…your little ones 
will be graduating from high school 

before you know it. Now is the time 
you get to be with them on a daily 
basis!  Give yourself the gift of 
coming to school next year to watch 

Thank you to a 
special volunteer 
By Celeste Beck, Principal 

Summer Volunteer 
Opportunities 

Tree of Life has many projects it 
would like to finish to beautify the 
campus. In years past, it has been  
dedicated parents who have volun-

teered to do projects like install 

sinks or water heaters, lay sod 
lawn, install drip irrigation, build 
garden boxes, etc. Being a very 
small school, these are not projects 
we can afford to pay someone else 
to do. And being a charter school, a 
large part of our mission is to in-

volve parents in their children’s 
school and work together as a com-
munity for the benefit of our chil-
dren. This is why we’re calling for 
volunteers to help complete some 
projects this summer! You will have 
a chance to sign up at conferences 

so we know your interests and how 
to contact you. 

Pergola construction 

Classroom plumbing project 

Drip irrigation 

Sandbox construction 

Garden area & labyrinth 

Painting 
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after the First Great Lesson, went 
on a field trip to the Academy of 

Sciences in 
San Fran-

cisco, made 
approxi-
mately 
1,600 burri-
tos and 
2,000 pan-
cakes, 

practiced 
our math 

facts too many times to count, 
researched the Cambrian, Devo-
nian, Triassic, Jurassic, and Cre-
taceous Periods, learned about Sir 

Isaac Newton and the law of iner-
tia, went to Safari West, studied 
the countries of North and South 
America, wrote stories and devel-
oped characters, studied the Ma-
yans, Aztecs, Hopewell, and 
Anasazi, made pumpkin porridge 

for the progressive feast, played 

We had an amazing time on the 
overnight field trip at the Mariposa 
Retreat Center.  We had a balance 
of ecology lessons, cooking,  hik-

ing, and free 
time.  They 
built a dam 
across the 
creek, 
played bas-
ketball, 

baked cook-
ies, made 
dream 
catchers, 

played card games, made cabin 
rules (initiated by them)!, and 

walked the labyrinth that was built 
by TOL students (with Tony) is 
2009.  The list goes on and on.  
We packed a lot of fun into 30 
hours and managed to get some 
sleep too!  A huge thanks to our 
parent chaper-

ones who came 
to help:  Debbie 
and Paul Hupp, 
Hope Moroni, 
Coreena Chris-
tensen, Hollie 
Nass, Jamie 

Beatty, Autumn 
Johns.   

Looking back on 
the school year and wishing I had 
more time for lessons, I reflected 
on and made a list of what we 

have accomplished.    

RECAP OF THE FIRE FOX 2016-17 
school year 

We: 

did research on the solar system 

Secret Agent tag and Everybody’s It a 
plethora of times, learned grammar with 
the Safari animals, saw a Las Posadas 

Navideña at the Luther Burbank Center, 
added, subtracted, multiplied, divided, 

learned why 
we have a 
shortest and 
longest day 
of the year, 
practiced 
mindfulness 

and kind-
ness, saw 
anadromous 
fish swim-
ming up-
stream, 

read biog-

raphies, studied the lifecycle of the 
salmon, simplified fractions, learned how 
to tell time, demonstrated the phases of 
the moon, acted out verbs, played in a 
rhythm band, measured EVERYTHING, 
made hypotheses and conducted experi-
ments, learned about the beginning of 

the human race, LEARNED TO READ, 
made primitive looms, painted land-
scapes and portraits, researched animals 
of the different biomes, found an owl 
pellet, dissected it, and looked at it un-
der the microscope, saw REAL Claude 

Monet paintings, found wildflowers in 
Low Gap Park, built a dam across a 

creek, led each other blindfolded in the 
forest, etc. 

I could keep going.  It was an amazing 
year!  Thank you for sharing your beau-
tiful children with me.  I am lucky to get 

to have some of them again next year.  
For those who are moving upwards and 
onwards, I will miss them greatly!   

THIS SUMMER:  
Please listen to your children read every 
day this summer!  Be balanced.  Play, 
learn, relax.   

Social-Emotional 

Learning 
By Sara Esserman Melville, Teacher 

Jr. El. 2 Fire Foxes Class News  
By Stacy Strauss, Guide 

Summer is almost here. It is get-
ting hot and everyone is ready for 
vacation. At this time of year 
nerves can run raw and many 

feelings can come to the surface. 
Students can become anxious 

about summer plans.  

We had two main focuses this 
month: appropriate ways to touch 
a friend and labeling our feelings. 
The students came up with sever-
al ways to touch a friend includ-

ing pinky shake, touching elbows, 
fist bump, touching a shoulder, 
and gentle hug. Also, time was 
spent discussing how we all phys-
ically express emotions and giv-

ing those emotions different names. 
Some students learned new vocabulary 
words in the process.  

It has been a year of amazing break-
throughs and learning. Remember to 
practice all of your skills over the sum-

mer, both academic and social. 

Enjoy time together as families this 

summer.  



and Jake. For 
many of you it 
has been 3- 4 

years of learning 
and growing to-
gether. It is hard 
to imagine the 
classroom with-
out you, but I 
know that you 

are ready for Sr. 
Elementary.  I will miss you all and 

look forward 
to seeing you 

grow from a 
distance. I 
know you will 

take the fun-
damentals you 
have learned 
in my class to 
apply to new 
discoveries in 
your class next 

year.  We also 
say goodbye to Macy who is moving 
off to Missouri with her family.  
Many adventures await you there, 
Macy, and we wish you the best. To 
the rest of the “Dragons” who aren’t 

migrating, I wish for you a wonder-
ful summer filled with learning and 
growing in a different fashion. May 
all of you be blessed with time out 
in nature! I hope you get out and 
explore our forests, swim in our riv-
ers, play on our beaches, and hike 

Page 4 The Leaflette 

Our next spirit 
day this month is 
going to be Water 

Day on  June 8th, 
the last day of 

school. People 
need to remem-
ber to bring squirt 
guns, swim 
clothes, water 
shoes, towel. We’re going to have 
pizza, snowcones, and bounce 

house with a water slide. Thank you 
to all the people who participated in 
the Read-a-thon to pay for this 
event. 

Jr. El. 3 Golden Dragons Class News 
By Anthony Esserman Melville Guide 

Student Council 
By Griffin, Journalist 

up a mountain or two. I look for-
ward to seeing how you all have 
grown you in August at orientation. 

“We must help the child to act 

for himself, will for himself, 
think for himself; this is the art 
of those who aspire to serve the 
spirit.” Maria Montessori – 
(Education for a New World)   

The last spirit day 
was Plushy Day. 
We shared our 
plushies in our 
classrooms, and at 

recess we took our 
plushies out and 

played with them 
at recess.  
 
This month we’re 
going to have 

some 
student 
surveys. 
They are 
about 
what the 
kids 

think about the 
school and 
what their fa-
vorite spirit 
days and 

classroom ac-
tivities are.  

 
 

The end of the year was brilliant for 
the Golden Dragons.  Our group 
studies on the ancient civilizations of 
Asia were spectacular.  Please be 
sure to check out all the students’ 

hard work on our northern wall in 
the classroom.   

All the chil-
dren have 
grown so 

much over 
the year.  
As you 
know, con-

ferences 
start on 
Thursday, 

June 1st.  
Remember 
that your 
child needs 

to attend the 
conference as 

they will be 
sharing their 
portfolio and 
we will be 
discussing 
plans for next 

year. Thank 

you to our 
Elder Drag-
ons: Griffin, 
Gage, Ellis, 
Isaiah Ra, 
Kael, Isaiah M., Viviana, Brandon, 
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Winding Down 

Spring is a time of rejuvenation, 
curiosity, and exploration. The 
members of Da Milkshakes have 
embraced spring in its fullness. 

They have participated in many in-
quiry based projects and activities 
across all academic disciplines, but 
perhaps they have had an oppor-
tunity to explore something more 
invaluable than collaborative pro-
jects utilizing and refining skills 

they have gained throughout the 
year….and that is their heart, their 

soul, the depths of their emotions.  

In the past few weeks, at various 
points, tension within our classroom 
walls have run high. Sara Esserman
-Melville has been conducting vari-

ous social emotional learning les-
sons throughout the year, typically 

towards the end of our work cycle 
on Friday mornings in our class. 
However, a need arose late on a 
Thursday morning—it was an activi-
ty where by students step forward 
if…Since the delivery of this lesson,  

students who typically struggle to 
find words for emotions or want to 
convey their feelings have request-
ed this activity.  

We have had several trips to      
Vinewood Park and spent May 18 
outside conducting several learning 
activities in celebration of outdoor 
education day. Many of the Califor-

nia History plays are coming to-
gether, as is the class newspaper 
on Ancient China. All of a sudden 
there was a high interest in the 
physical sciences recently, so the 
middle students had a chance to 
watch a pendulum draw lines in the 

sand and relate it to Newton’s laws 
of motion.  

It has been a 
privilege to 
work with 
each student 
in this class. 

Da 
Milkshakes 
have been a 
group that 

definitely shook things up in a 
rollercoaster kind of way. It has 
been a thrilling adventure, and 

some members will continue their 
adventure in Fall of ’17 at Tree of 
Life  while some will be moving on, 

but either way I know I have been 
enriched by each child and what he/
she brings to our learning commu-

nity.  

We have two girls who are going to 
be sprinting in the last legs of their 
time at Tree of Life finishing up 
their imaginary island project. I 
would like to congratulate Maddie 
and Micah on their hard work and 

dedication at Tree of Life. They will 
be passing through the bridge at 
the ceremony, celebrating the tran-
sition from their elementary years 
into adolescence. 

Please congratu-
late them on com-

pleting essentially 
their first thesis 
type of project.  

I wish you all a 
great summer. 
Please remember, 

Khan Academy is 
always available 
throughout the 
summer; I receive 

Sr. El. Da Milkshakes Class News  
 by Angela Reglin, Guide 

coach’s reports 
and can even rec-
ommend specific 

lessons. There are  
many summer 

reading programs 
that offer incen-
tives, and research 
does not have to 
end just because 

school is out. Many students ques-
tion what they see around them; 

encouraging research as life unfolds 
is an invaluable practice one can 
offer young people. Have fun play-
ing, exploring, and learning this 
summer.  

Summer childcare 
available by David 

Sorry to interrupt your newsletter 
with a bit of a classified ad. If 
you're looking for childcare over 
summer vacation, whether it's eve-

ry weekday or the occasional date 
night, I'd be happy to help you out! 
See me before or after school and 
I'll be happy to tell you about my 
(over)qualifications. Thanks! 

David Lieben 

Thank you to our 
fundraising 
coordinators 

Being a small school, fundraising is very 
important to our budget to be able to do 
special projects that our general funding 
from the State will not cover. Some spe-
cial people stepped up to coordinate 
some of our fundraisers for us, and we 
want to thank them for their time and 
dedication. 

Thank you to Sara Esserman Melville, 
who took on the task of creating a new 
fundraiser community event, Taste of 
the World.  

Thank you to Vanessa Meuniot, who 
organized our Equal Exchange and Origi-
nal Works fundraisers this year. 

Thank you to Nicole Flamer, who chaired 
and organized our successful Roots & 
Shoots annual Spring fundraiser. 

We appreciate all of you who helped 
with raising funds for Tree of Life. 



Tree of Life Charter 
School  

Phone: 707-462-0913 
Fax: 707-462-0914 
E-mail:treeoflifeschool@pacific.net 
Website: www.treeoflifeschool.net 

Education for Life! 

241 Ford Rd. 
PO Box 966 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

Regular School Hours: 
M, T, Th, F—8:30 AM-3:15 PM 
W—8:30 AM-1:30 PM 

Before School Care 7:30-8:30 AM 
After School Care until 5:30 PM 
Student-Led Conference 2:30 PM Dismissal 
Guide-Led Conference 1:30 PM Dismissal 

Office News  
By JanLaree De Julius, Business Mgr 

From our charter: 
“Like parents everywhere, we care about our 

children, want what’s best for them, and know 

that their experience in school can have a great 

impact on the quality of their life. We want them 

to have an education that is worthy of their 

beauty and potential. We want them in a place 

where they are known, not as faces in a crowd, 

but individually and personally. We want them in 

a school where they receive direct, high-quality 

attention, where their actual needs are met, 

where their potential is being realized.” 

Hello Tree of Life Families!   

We’ve made it through the school 
year! I am sure we are all looking 
forward to our End of Year/Bridging 
Ceremony being held on June 7th at 
the Redwood Valley Lion’s Club Park 

and the End of Year school celebra-
tion being held here on June 8th. 
The students did an awesome job 
raising the money for their celebra-
tion by participating in the Read-A-
Thon. 

Guide-Led Conferences: If you 
have not already done so, PLEASE 
contact the office to schedule your 

child’s progress conference. Confer-
ences are being held June 1, 2, 5 
and 6, starting at 1:45. School is 
dismissed at 1:30 on those days.  

Independent Study Packets: It is 

imperative that if your child has 
Independent Study packets they are 
working on they must be received 
by the office by the due date listed 

on the packet cover sheet. My 
deadline for reporting to the State is 
June 16. Any packets not turned in 
will have to be reported as an ab-
sence and Tree of Life will not re-
ceive funding for the days that are 
not accounted for.  

Child Care: April/May invoices are 
now past due and by the time you 

read this follow up calls have been 

placed. The funds collected are di-
rectly allocated to pay for our Before 
and After Care staff. We want to 
continue this service next school 

year but we must have those who 
utilize this service remit their pay-
ments in order to do so. May invoic-
es will be handed out at the end of 
next week. Due to the end of the 
school year these are due upon re-

ceipt. Payments may be mailed, 

brought into the office, or dropped in 
the mailbox outside the office door. 
June invoices will be mailed out, and 
also will be due upon receipt. Fami-
lies with outstanding balances at the 
beginning of the school year will 

need to pay in full prior to student 
participation in the Child Care pro-
gram. THANK YOU TO OUR FAMILIES 
WHO HAVE, AND CONTINUE TO PAY 
THEIR SHARE FOR THIS PROGRAM. 
IT IS APPRECIATED! 

Registration Packets 2017/18: I 
am planning on having the Registra-

tion Packets for the upcoming school 

year mailed out by mid-June. Those 
families who will be returning will be 
receiving prefilled registration pack-
ets including the emergency form. 
Please update the documentation 
with any revisions that are applica-
ble, (phone numbers, emergency 

contacts, etc.). Please review the 
checklist to see if we are requesting 
any other information and provide 
that along with your completed pack-
ets.  Please be on the lookout in your 
mailboxes and please complete and 

return the packet in its entirety 

promptly. Quick returns will help in 
getting all students registered into 
the State system and aid in updating 
all of our internal databases in a 

timely manner. Per California state 
law all children must have immuniza-
tion forms (or existing waivers dated 
prior to January 1, 2016) in place 
before your child can be admitted to 
school. If this is required you will be 

notified.   

Farewell: As some of you know, I 
will be retiring from my administra-

tive career at the end of June. As 
such, this is my final newsletter to all 
of you. It has been an awesome ex-
perience to get to know you and 
watch your children grow throughout 
the time I have been here. It has 

been both an educational and inter-
esting experience, and I have made 
many new friends along the way. I 
am looking forward to the next chap-
ter in my life and wish you and your 
families goodwill, peace, and happi-

ness.  

I have been training my replace-
ment, Danza Davis, and I am confi-

dent that you will be in good hands. 
She is cordial, intuitive, and intelli-
gent. Please be patient as she gets to 
know all of you, your children and 
the “ins and outs” of our office proce-
dures, protocols, and practices.  

I will be here during the month of  
June should you have any questions 
or need any assistance. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me.  
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Tree of Life Charter School Calendar 
   2017- 2018  

Shaded days are school days  All Wednesdays are minimum days 1:30 dismissal 
Patterned days are not school days  SL = Student-Led Conferences 2:30 dismissal 
W = Staff work days    GL = Guide-Led Conferences 1:30 dismissal 

2-Spring Break Continued 28-Memorial Day Observed 1-5-Guide-Led Conferences  
7-School Ends-2:30 Dismissal  
8-Staff Work Day  

1-5-Winter Break Continued                               
15-Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observed 
16-19-Guide-Led Conferences  

16-Lincoln’s Birthday Observed                    
19-Presidents’ Day Observed  

20-22-Student-Led Conferences  
26-30-Spring Break                                    

18-29-Winter Break 1-Staff Training Day/No School 
11-Veterans’ Day Observed 
20-24-Thanksgiving Break 

17-19-Student-Led Conferences 

4-Labor Day Observed  W-Staff Work Days 
15-17-Orientation Conferences                           

4 - Independence Day Observed  


	June 2017 News.pdf
	TOLCS 2017-18 Annual Calendar.pdf

