
It’s almost summer, and 
there will be time for re-
laxation and play, for ex-
ploring nature, for creat-
ing art, for learning new 

skills and making new 
friends, and for traveling 
to interesting places. 

Unfortunately, over the 
summer students often 
lose some of the skills 
they’ve been working on 
during the school year, 
because they need prac-

tice to refresh their mem-

ories. Here are some easy 
tips from Edutopia for 
keeping up those skills so 
students are ready to go 

at the beginning of the 
next school year: 

1. Have a daily reading 

time built into your sum-
mer schedule—15-30 
minutes per day is all it 
takes! 

2. Do 3-4 math problems 
a day. Get ideas for types 
of problems from the inex-

pensive math workbooks 
you can find at the store. 

3. Learn and practice word 
affixes. Most multi-syllable 
words contain a root with 
a prefix or suffix. Make 
flashcards of affixes with 

the meaning on the back. 

4. Practice reading com-
prehension with a work-

book OR by talking about 
a story after reading it 
aloud. Ask about the char-

acters, setting, and plot. 

5. Encourage creative 
writing by writing one par-
agraph (or more) a week. 

6. Focus extra time on any 
specific skills that were 
difficult for the student 

during the school year. 

Think of ways to come up 

with learning refresher 
activities on your trips, 
while shopping, as part of 
creative playing, etc. But 
most importantly, remem-

ber to read EVERY day! 

Enjoy your summer! 

Summer Time 
by Celeste Beck, Principal 

Brief Reminders: 

——May 31-June 5: Guide-
Led Semester Confer-
ences; 1:30 dismissal 

—June 6: End of Year Pot-
luck BBQ and Bridging 
Ceremony, at school cam-

pus (bring barbecues), 
5:30 play, 6:00 potluck, 
6:30 ceremonies 

—June 7: Last Day of 
School; 2:30 dismissal 

—August 21-23: Beginning 

of Year Orientation Confer-

ences 

—August 27: New School 
Year Classes Begin 
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etc.  Also, please feel free 
to bring a blanket to picnic 
on, lawn chairs, etc. 
 

The last day of school is 
June 7th and we'll be 
holding a luau-themed 
water play spirit day.  Kids 
are encouraged to bring 
hula hoops, wear Hawaiian 

clothing, bring their bath-

ing suits and a towel and 
water shoes.  If parents 
want to help, Student 
Council is requesting luau-
themed decorations and 
snacks.   

 
Let's enjoy this final week 
of the school and have 
some fun to kick off the 
summer!  We hope to see 
you soon! 

and Bridging ceremony 
that will take place at 
school on Wednesday, 
June 6th.  The event will 

begin at 5:30pm, we'll eat 
at 6:00pm, and perfor-

mances and the bridging 
ceremony will begin at 
6:30pm.  We're still in 
need of barbecues.  Please 
contact the office ASAP if 

you're able to lend your 
barbecue for the day and 
arrive at 5:00pm to light 
it.  Remember to bring 
something tasty to share 
for the potluck, something 

to barbecue for your fami-
ly, beverages, plates, 
u t e n s i l s ,  n a p k i n s , 

The end of the year has 
finally arrived!  We want 
to thank everyone who 
helped out in some way 

this year, whether it was 
driving on a field trip, 

helping out in class, clean-
ing, building, pulling 
weeds or helping out at an 
event, every minute of 
every effort has made a 

tremendous difference for 
our children and our 
school.  We hope to con-
tinue to see participation 
grow in the coming year. 
 

As the school year draws 
to a close, we'd like to 
remind parents of the BBQ 



Projects and Ideas 

Thank you for my favorite year ev-
er! Thank you for all of the TLC you 
have given your children and their 
classmates and for all of the support 
you have given our class and our 

school. You are the future of this 
school, so please keep pouring your 
heart and soul into our village. 
These days it is hard to find commu-
nity for many, so I thank you in ad-
vance for the years of friendship and 
support you will give each other in 

order to help your children!  

 
Children, when you grow up (and 
during the years in between), make 
sure to stop by and say hello. I 

know you will all continue to make a 
great difference in this world, and I 

would love to hear about what you 
are doing! 
 
By the time you read this, we will 
probably have attended the Ballet, 
so thanks to all of you who drove on 
that June 1st field trip and for the 

many more who have driven on oth-
er field trips. The thanks, kind gifts, 
coffee, jewelry, flowers, handmade 
goodies from the children and 
smiles really made our year, so 
thank you! It made us feel appreci-

ated, which was really great. Anoth-

er thing that made this year special 
was having our back. If something 
wasn’t working or really worked 
well, we could tell you and you 
talked to your children and together 
we made a difference. Many thanks 

to those of you who formed a fund-
raising group and to those of you 
who worked from home to wash 
cloths, put together books, book 
outings, send off book orders, and 
much more! Thanks to Grandma 

Tonia for volunteering to read with 
children once a week for the past 2 
years. 

 

Make sure to attend our bridging 
ceremony. It is very important and 
your child will be performing there. 
Call me this summer so your chil-

dren can get new books to read. 
Aim to read a book a week or more 

so you can stay ready for next year 
(early reading and writing skills can 
easily slip if children do not continue 
to practice during the summer). Try 
to have playdates for the children in 
“all of your spare time.”  
Happy Summer!  

Primary Fire Cats News 
By Molly Johnson, Guide 
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First of all, thank you to Hortencia 
for volunteering to do our yearbook.  
It is a huge project, and it has been 
so great to have parent volunteers 
do this the last couple years! 

Next, thank you to volunteers who 
helped with the last parts of the 
garden box projects. Students have 

been slowly filling the boxes with 
the soil that was donated by North 
American Organics. HOWEVER, we 
still would love some help setting up 
the drip irrigation. Can you help any 
time the last two weeks of June? 

Also, thank you to Sean for building 
the stands for our new water sta-
tions that were donated by a grant 

from Raleys. Final steps needed are 
sanding and painting the wood, and 
attaching the plumbing fittings and 
drinking water hoses. 

Other incomplete projects we could 
use help with this month: 

1. Another coat of paint on the 
yard wall so it will be ready to 
install the beautiful mural that 
artist Judy Linney helped the 
students paint. 

2. Finishing the labyrinth garden. 

3. Moving the peace steps. 

4. Building a covered sandbox. 

5. Figuring out a way to install 
sturdy shade protection for the 
play structure (that the wind 
won’t blow down). 

6. Annual repairing and repainting 
of the picnic tables. 

7. Repair the wooden gates so 
they work and don’t fall over. 

8. Help Joe connect water to the 
multi-purpose room, install wa-
ter heater and sink. 

Do you have the expertise, willing-
ness, or strength to help with any of 
these projects? Do you have other 
ideas? If so, please contact Celeste 

by leaving a message on the office 
phone at 462-0913. 

 



The Fox Pack is just wrapping up 
their Ancient Civilization projects of 
Europe and Africa. They made time-
lines and a big map, did role play 
activities, performed plays, created 

diagrams of social structures, recre-
ated structures out of clay, con-

structed models of defense out of 

wood and foam, donned costumes 
and make up of their culture, and 

brought in food from their civiliza-
tion to share in a great feast! It has 

been great fun, and the Elder stu-
dents are going to be putting to-
gether little Power Point presenta-
tions of each group. 

I look forward to seeing you and 
your child at the final conference (if 
I haven’t already).  At the confer-
ence, we will talk about what your 

child can do to maintain and grow 
their skills over the summer.  Learn-
ing doesn’t stop at the classroom 
door. Learning is ongoing and all the 
time.  Especially in the summer 
months! Three things right away to 

consider:  nature, books, and 
games. Be sure to carve out space 
for your child to have plenty of time 
outdoors and in nature.  Lots of hik-
ing, boating, biking, and exploring 
whenever you can.  We are blessed 
in Mendocino with amazing nature 

and temperate weather. Get out and 
experience it!   

But bring books with you too. Good 
books. Some of my fondest memo-
ries of reading have been on a 

beach or in the woods reading a 
good book with no expectations. 
Model reading on your own in a 
hammock or lawn chair.  Make sure 
your child sees you reading to your-

self and enjoying it (no phones, 

newspapers, or magazines for this 
exercise please; you need a real 
book). Have plenty of reading mate-
rial available for them to do the 
same.   

Also bring a pack or two of cards 
with you. There are so many great 
games and exercises you can do 

with just a pack of cards. There are 
games like Hearts and Canasta that 
involve adding and subtracting and 
patterns. You can do multiplication 

Jr. Elementary 1 Fox Pack News 
By Anthony Esserman Melville, Guide 
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or division fact challenges (however, 
you will have to know your multipli-
cation facts if you are going to test 

your kids’ knowledge so you might 
want to bring a multiplication table 

with your cards if you are rusty.) 
There are plenty of other games 

such as Chess, Gobblet, Mastermind, 
Quirkle, Pente, Blink, Blokus, and 

Set that can reinforce patterns, 
mathematical concepts, and logical 

thinking.  These types of games do 
not involve a computer and require 
person to person communication 
skills, such as eye contact and small 
talk with your child. These are ex-

tremely important skills to develop 
and help create lasting bonds with 
your kids.   

I hope you all have a wonderful sum-
mer, see you in August. 

We’re having a luau water play spirit 
day on the last day of school, Thurs-
day, June 7. Kids can wear bathing 
suits and Hawaiian style clothing, 
bring hula hoops, and should bring a 

towel and water shoes if they’re go-

ing to get wet. We are planning to 
do limbo and dancing to Hawaiian 
music, so if you have some island 
music CDs, please share them with 
us that day. We also want to have 
tribal tattoo body/face painting and 

lei making. If a parent would like to 
help, we would appreciate it. 

We would like parents to bring 
snacks for us to eat, such as fruit 
kabobs and snow cones. Our party 
will be from 11:30 to 2:30.  

Student Council News 



Jr. Elementary 2 Kung Fu Chickens News  

by Stacy Strauss Guide 
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Luther Burbank Center, learning 
how to reduce our waste before 
reusing and recycling, Petra and 
the Wolf at the 

Luther Bur-
bank Center, 
r e s e a r c h i n g 
ancient civili-
zations of Ja-
pan, China, 
India, Mesopo-

tamia, and the 
A b o r i g i n e s , 
searching and 
i d e n t i f y i n g 

wildflowers in Low Gap Park, and 
finally, learning how to express 

our feelings and needs with re-
spect for one another.   

The school year went by so fast 
that I feel like I need more time 
to give lessons. Making a list of 
the many things that we have 
learned and done makes it feel 
like we conquered the 2017-2018 
school year.  We came, we taught 

and learned from each other, we 
argued and made peace, we 
loved one another, we cooked 

and served each other, and we 
ended the year being a communi-
ty of friends.  I will miss the Kung 
Fu Chickens.  Thank you for 

teaching me.  I want to give a 
HUGE thank you to my teaching 
assistant, Jenn Douthit, for being 
an amazing support for me and 
the students.  I couldn’t have 

-Physical and emotional safety 

-Friendship and a sense of belonging 

to a group 

-Limits from loving adults 

-Healthy feeling of control 

-Feelings of self-competence 

With Love and Logic, you help your 

child reap the true “rewards” in life… 

responsibility, self-worth, respect, 

and confidence. 

done it without 
her!  Also, thank 
you to all our 

drivers, so that 
we could go on 

all those field 
trips! 

REMINDERS: 

In a world where 
we depend more 

and more on 
electronics every 
day, don’t forget 
to do these 
things this sum-
mer: 

Read every day.  Get outside and play.  
Look for wildflowers. Create.  Take 
hikes.  Swim in a river or lake.  Cook 

dinner as a family.  Grow some food.  
Go to the library.  Go camping, but 
make sure EVERYONE helps pack and 
unpack.  Clean out your room.  Run 
through the sprinkler.   

I hope everyone has an amazing sum-
mer full of adventures.  Enjoy it.  Before 
you know it, I will see you at our school 
work Saturdays and conferences in Au-

gust.   

Most misbehavior is driven by 

unmet basic emotional or 

physical needs. While rewards 

and consequences may modify 

the observable behavior, the 

underlying problem may re-

main. As a result, behavior 

change is often temporary, or 

the child acts out in some oth-

er ways in an attempt to get 

his/her needs met. I’ve been 

truly saddened by the number 

of educators and parents 

I’ve seen who could no long-

er enjoy their kids because 

they are so busy trying to 

keep track of points, 

checkmarks, tokens, stickers, 

or some other type of reward. 

Don’t kids pick up on stress 

and act even worse? You bet!  

So first, make sure the follow-

ing basic human needs are 

met: 

-Unconditional love, ac-

ceptance, and empathy 

The Reward Problem 
by Dr. Jim Fay 

We have had an amazing and 
eventful year.  Some of it was 
amazingly wonderful and some of 
it was just life.  Just for fun, I 

wanted to recap: a Solar Eclipse, 
the story of the beginning of the 
Universe, the Heirloom Expo, a 
visit to Frey Vineyard to stomp 
grapes, eating amazing food from 
other cultures on International 
Day, pancake Fridays, the fires 

and evacuations, Airplane day, 
Move this World, the Timeline of 
Life, learning perseverance, feed-
ing fire victims at Taste of the 

World in Alex Thomas plaza, Hal-
loween party, Se-

cret Agent tag, 
making corn bread 
and cranberry 
sauce for the Pro-
gressive Feast, 
the timeline of 
humans, tasting 

goat cheese at 
Penny Royal farm, 
peace through 
kindness, Art day, 
the Winter Talent 

show, the Fundamental Human 

Needs, the emotional ABC’s, good 

bye to Miya, Beat the Clock, read-
ing to Jennifer, the Mural project, 
the Leukemia and Lymphoma So-
ciety fundraiser, the read-a-thon 
for Caiden, Costume day, good 
bye to Jude, 2 nights in Monterey 

to go to the aquarium, Cherishing 
Youth day, Scientific Circus at the 



Goal! Touchdown! Encore! We did 
it…the finality of the 2017-2018 
school year is upon us. Maria Mon-
tessori said, “The education of even 
a small child, therefore, does not 

aim at preparing him for school, but 
for life.” Yes, the students of the 
Imagine Dragons learned some 
reading, writing, and ‘rithmetic, but 
they have learned so much more.  

As I look 
a r o u n d 

these last 
few days, 

s t uden t s 
are choos-
ing works 
that I 
could not 

conv i nce 
them to 

do at the beginning of the school 
year. Perhaps our best example is 
our timeline of the universe which is 
a work unique to Senior Elementary. 
The elders were just having some 

difficulty remembering the powers 
of 10. So, we watched the 1977 vid-
eo of the power of 10. For Montes-

sori students, one of the first things 
we explore is the awe and wonder of 
the creation of the universe. And so, 

to end with this awe and wonder 
brings it full circle. Using this awe 
and wonder, our elders better un-

d e r s t oo d 
the powers 
of 10. But 
this video 
led to the 

inspiration 
of that 
timeline of the universe showing 
very tiny numbers through the use 
of negative exponents. Thus, the 
youngest students in the class are 
well on their way to  understanding.  

So, yes, we prepare students for 
life. How else? By learning to work 

with a variety of other students who 
may have different ideas on how to 
solve problems or build things. Our 
two engineering projects were the 
construction of tetrahedral kites and 

marble tracks reducing and creating 
friction. We studied energy transfer 
in Newton’s first law of motion. The 

Sr. Elementary Imagine Dragons News  
by Angela Reglin, Guide 
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middles and the elders used plaster 
of Paris and built models of an ani-
mal cell and labeled all the parts.  

Every student has had a chance to 
explore Google slides and give an 

oral presentation in which they pre-
sent their research to the class. We 
have discussed the do’s and don’t’s 
of public speaking and how, as a 
speaker, we are not informing our 
audience but rather engaging it.  

I would like to take the time to 
thank all of the parents. Each one of 
the members of the Imagine Drag-
ons class holds a special spot in my 
heart. I have learned something 
from each student, whether it be 

patience,  perseverance, ingenuity, 
or the importance of laughter, and I 
am truly grateful for the support  
you have shown this learning com-
munity.   

Once upon a time, a group of par-
ents wanted to start a Montessori 
charter school. They worked really 
hard to do all the planning and re-
cruiting; then they worked really 

hard to get the school up and run-
ning, to mow the lawn, to pull the 
weeds, to paint, to construct, etc.  

You have inherited a school that was 
founded and built by parents for 
their children. It needs continual 
nurturing and care. As a very small 
school, we have a very small staff 
and a very small budget. Therefore, 

we DEPEND on our parent volun-
teers to help maintain the site, do 
minor repairs, put on fundraisers, 

participate in school govern-
ance, contribute to the 
school’s Local Control Ac-

countability Plan and Title I plan-
ning.  

If there are suggestions or changes 
you have for the school, then we 

need YOU to take them to the 

Board, Parent Council, and Staff 
Council to discuss them, make a 
plan to implement them, and get 
final approval.  

We need parents and volunteers to 
show up to help with fundraisers 
and work party days. And we need 
ALL of you to contribute in some 
way so that the few who regularly 

have been showing up, and the 
staff, don’t get burnt out. 

Thank You, Volunteers The staff and Board of 
Tree of Life Charter 
School appreciate you 
v o l u n t e e r s  w h o 
showed up for Parent 

Council meetings and 
work party days, who 

showed up to help plan and chair 

fundraisers, who showed up to 
chaperone and drive for field trips, 
who showed up to listen to children 
read and to help with classroom 

projects, who showed up to partici-
pate on the Board.  

If you didn’t make time this year to 
show up and do the minimum of 30 
hours volunteer time for the school, 
we hope you will consider making 
time in your schedule for your 
child’s school next year! 



From our charter:  

“Like parents everywhere, we care about 

our children, want what’s best for them, 

and know that their experience in school 

can have a great impact on the quality of 

their life.  We want them to have an educa-

tion that is worthy of their beauty and po-

tential.  We want them in a place where 

they are known, not as faces in a crowd, 

but individually and personally.  We want 

them in a school where they receive direct, 

high-quality attention, where their actual 

needs are met, where their potential is  

being realized.”  

Tree of Life Charter 
School  

Phone: 707-462-0913 
Fax: 707-462-0914 
E-mail:treeoflifeschool@pacific.net 
Website: www.treeoflifeschool.net 

Education for Life! 

241 Ford Rd. 
PO Box 966 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

Regular School Hours: 
M, T, Th, F—8:30 AM-3:15 PM 
W—8:30 AM-1:30 PM 

Before School Care 7:30-8:30 AM 
After School Care until 5:30 PM 
Student-Led Conference 2:30 PM Dismissal 
Guide-Led Conference 1:30 PM Dismissal 

Office News  
by Danza Davis, Business Manager 

You will read this during our last 

week of school; hard to believe 

that the 2017-2018 year has 

come to an end! I want to ex-

press my heartfelt gratitude for 

my first year as a part of the 

Tree of Life community. I em-

brace both the opportunities and 

challenges presented by my po-

sition here and look forward to 

seeing returning and new faces 

next school year.  

It has been a busy last couple of 

weeks. Guide-led Conferences 

are Friday, May 31st — Tuesday, 

June 5th. Please note that con-

ference scheduling is done 

through your ParentSquare ac-

count, accessible at par-

entsquare.com or on the mobile 

app. If you are having any trou-

ble with this platform, please call 

the office and we can help you 

get set up. We will continue to 

use ParentSquare for communi-

cation and organization in the 

coming year. School will be dis-

missed at 1:30 on all conference 

days. Wednesday, June 6th, is 

our Bridging Ceremony and BBQ 

at 5:30 on campus (with the 

usual 1:30 dismissal time) and 

Thursday, June 7th, is the last 

day of school with students 

planning a Luau-themed party. 

Dismissal is at 2:30 on the last 

day of school. Childcare is 

available until 5:30 at the reg-

ular rate on all early release 

days. 

May child care invoicing will go 

out the last week of school. 

June invoicing will be mailed to 

you over the summer and any 

unpaid balances must be paid 

before the next school year. 

Credits will carry over to the 

next school year. Payments 

may be mailed or dropped in 

the mailbox outside the office 

door.  

A reminder to turn in any inde-

pendent study packets by the 

last day of school. Days with-

out independent study work 

will have to be reported to the 

state as an absence, and Tree 

of Life will not receive funding 

for these days.   

Registration & information 

packets for the 2018-2019 

school year will be mailed out 

by the end of June, so expect 

them in your mailboxes in ear-

ly July. Returning families will 

be receiving prefilled registra-

tion forms, please make sure to 

review and correct any outdated 

information, including the emer-

gency forms, and return signed 

documents to the office. Contact 

the office if you do not receive 

your registration documents; it 

is imperative that we have up-

dated records to enroll your stu-

dent and there will be a wealth 

of information included for the 

new school year. 

Note that we are adjusting our 

office hours; the office will be 

open from 8am until 4pm. If you 

need to drop off paperwork be-

fore or after hours, use the 

locked mailbox outside the office 

door. Days and hours vary over 

the summer, we will check our 

phone and email messages and 

respond as promptly as possible. 

Have a wonderful summer! 
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Tree of Life Charter School Calendar 
   2018- 2019  

Shaded days are school days  All Wednesdays are minimum days 1:30 dismissal 
Patterned days are breaks/holidays  SL = Student-Led Conferences 2:30 dismissal 
W = Staff work days; no classes   GL = Guide-Led Conferences 1:30 dismissal 

15-22-Spring Break  27-Memorial Day Observed 
30-31-Guide-Led Conferences

3-4-Guide-Led Conferences  
6-School Ends-2:30 Dismissal  
7-Staff Work Day  

1-4-Winter Break Continued                               
21-Martin Luther King Jr. Day Observed 
15-18-Guide-Led Conferences  

15-Lincoln’s Birthday Observed                    
18-Presidents’ Day Observed  

19-21-Student-Led Conferences  
 

21-31-Winter Break 
23-25-Student-Led Conferences 

3-Labor Day Observed  16-24-Staff Training and Prep Days 
21-23-Orientation Conferences  
27-First Day of Classes  

4 - Independence Day Observed  

1-Staff In-Service Training 
12-Veterans Day Observed 
19-23 Thanksgiving Break 


	June 2018 newsletter.pdf
	TOLCS 2018-19 Annual Calendar.pdf

