
Heart—love, caring, cour-

age, fortitude. We want our 

children to have heart, to 

be caring and compassion-

ate towards others, to be 

loving, and to have the 

courage and fortitude to do 

things for the consideration 

of others that may be hard 

for them. After all, they’ve 

just moved out of the de-

velopmental stage where 

the world was all about 

them and their needs. Now 

that they’re older, it’s time 

to learn to consider the 

other person’s point of 

view. 

This month your children 

will get a chance to learn 

about others who have 

cancer and to do some 

fundraising to help their 

cause. It has become an 

annual opportunity at our 

school. But there are daily 

ways that we can help oth-

ers in our community, in 

our school, in our families. 

You can help your child 

have heart by asking in 

tough situations to think 

about the other person’s 

feelings and needs. When 

you put down another, how 

does that person feel? 

When you tease another, 

how does that person feel? 

When you share with an-

other, how does that per-

son feel? When you invite 

someone who is alone to 

play with you, how does 

that person feel?  

Developing awareness of 

others helps us and our 

children to have heart. It 

makes the world a little bit 

more kinder and loving 

place. Peace spreads by 

daily acts of kindness. 

Heart 
by Celeste Beck, Principal 

Brief Reminders: 

—Jan 30-Feb 5: School 

Mall  email fundraiser...see 

packet sent home with 

child 

—Feb 1: Parent Council 

meeting 5:30; child care 

provided; simple potluck 

—Feb 6-24: Leukemia & 

Lymphoma Society fund-

raiser 

—Feb 14: Dance party at 

school in PM to raise mon-

ey for L&L Society 

—Feb 16: Board Cabinet 

meeting 4:30 

—Feb 17-20: Presidents’ 

Holiday Break—no school 

—Feb 22: School Science 

Fair; open to public 4-5:30 

PM 

—MARCH: Open Enrollment 

month for next school year 

—Mar 9: Open House 6-8 

PM; invite guests! 

—Mar 18: Mendocino Coun-

ty Science Fair 
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Parent Council News 
By Autumn Johns, Parent Representative 

Greetings from the Parent 
Council reps! First off I 
would like to thank every-
one who attended our first 
family game night of the 

year. There was such a 
great turnout, good food, 
and amazing fun! All who 
came had a wonderful 
time, and we all got to 
take home fun yellow 

scarves (my favorite col-

or). This Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 1 will be our next 
official Parent Council 
Meeting. It begins at 5:30 
pm, and child care will be 
available. The first 45 
minutes will consist of 

general school business, 
and the second 45 
minutes will be dedicated 
to committee business. 
There will be potluck food 
available, so please bring 
a simple dish to share.  

I would also like to remind 
parents of the school’s 
drop off/parking proce-
dures put into place last 
year. I know as we get 

further into the school 
year, we tend to forget 
how important safety in 
our parking lot is. Please 
review the parking proce-
dure included in the email, 

but just some quick re-

minders: 1. Please only 
use the designated drop-
off/pick-up spaces for 
dropping or picking up 
your child, which means 
30 seconds max! 2. If 
your child is not ready 

please circle around and 
get back into the line, or if 
they need help, park and 
walk them in. 3. Please 
only have you child enter 
and exit on the passenger 
side of the vehicle; this is 

extremely important for 
safety. Lately I have seen 
too many children popping 
out on the driver’s side as 
cars are driving past 

(drivers also need to slow 
down). 4. Remember to 
set a good example and do 
not climb over, lift, or have 
your child climb over the 
fence when picking up. 
And, if you chose to park 

in the visitor parking 
please get out and walk 

your child in the designat-
ed walking area. Please 
don’t let them run ahead…
we have had some near 
accidents because small 

children darting across the 
driveway cannot always be 
seen by drivers backing 
out. I know that we are all 
busy people, but we want 
to keep your children safe 
at all times! Thank you all 

for your understanding. I 
look forward to seeing you 
on Wednesday, at 5:30! 



to the whole family! It was so nice 
to have the world come to us since 
the weather was so wild. 

We had several walking field trips 
between downpours to visit differ-
ent flooded areas of the fairgrounds 
so we can compare them to later in 
the year when it gets hot and dry. 

HELP! We had a room mom return 
to work and need someone to take 

her place. Please call Molly (391-
4615) to sign up for a shift making 
or serving lunch on Fridays, helping 
with the Friday coffee fundraiser 

(early morning people), or coming 
in to listen to children read. Also 
please come in and help your child 

clean their shelf. Some shelves 
sparkle and some need help. Each 
family has one small shelf to care 
for this year. If you cannot remem-
ber which one it is, please ask Mol-
ly. 

Students are getting really interest-
ed in the math bead chains, 3-D 
anatomy puzzles of heart, brain, 

and bones (from our Caring for 
Classrooms gift cards that families 

bought us from School Mall fund-
raiser), and the land and water 
forms work. 

Please work with your child to count 
change and talk about the calendar. 
Ask about what they did on a date a 

Primary Silver Hawks Class News  
By Molly Johnson, Guide 

few days back and what they will do 
in a few days into the future. To-
gether we can reinforce these ab-

stract concepts. 

Please make sure your child cur-
rently has a complete set of clothes 
in the child’s cubby that fit (all chil-

dren in the Primary have been 
growing rapidly)! When wet clothes 
are sent home, please return a new 
dry set the next day. 

Thank you for all the great activi-
ties, time, and love you dedicate to 
your children. We really enjoy hav-
ing them in our class! 

The Silver Hawks are the gold at 
the end of the rainbow. We have 
had 99% and soon to be 100% at-
tendance at semester conferences! 
We have had the pleasure of having 
guests from many places in the 
world this year. In January we were 

very excited to have Julian’s mom, 
abuelo, and abuela visit us to give 
us talks, sing songs, and play 
games from Ecuador! We learned 
about the three zones of Ecuador 

and about the animals and plats 

that live there. They brought pic-
tures to share with the class of the 
beautiful countryside. And even lit-
tle Sophia was dressed in traditional 
outfits from Ecuador. A big thanks 

Social-Emotional 

Learning 
By Sara Esserman Melville, Teacher 

We have been talking about being 
mindful in our movements, being 

aware of our surroundings, and oth-
ers around us. We practiced moving 
through space without touching 

each other and read about Owling in 
the book Owl Moon, by Jane Yolen. 
In the book the young girl must be 
very quiet with her movements and 
not make a sound with her mouth to 
get the chance to see an owl. 
Sometimes in life we must act as 

though we are owling and make 
ourselves silent so that we can ex-
perience the world around us.  

We had Toy Sharing day in January 
and people could show and share 
their favorite toys. There were 
games, dolls, action figures, and 
remote control vehicles. 

 

The new Student Council was elect-
ed, but they haven’t yet met to de-
cide the February Spirit Day. How-
ever, it will probably be a Valentine 
Day Dance fundraiser for the Leuke-
mia and Lymphoma Society, since 

that has been our tradition the past 
few years. Look for more infor-
mation in phone calls and emails.  

Student Council 



could you scoot over so I can use 
this corner?” “Sure.” Several are 
practicing typing on Chrombooks, 
while another two are practicing 

writing their cursive letters. Sev-
eral more are doing research for 
their science fair projects. “Stacy, 
can I go out to the garden to find 
some snails for my science exper-
iment?” “Not yet. First, you have 
to figure out how you are going to 

test your question. Why don’t you 
draw it out in your science note-
book.” 

This was a great example of how 
the students help each other and 
practice how to get along in an 
environment where they rely on 
each other. Now, don’t get me 

wrong, it doesn’t always go this 
smoothly. There are moments 
when they don’t get along and 
emotions are high. There are 21 
different little personalities that 
are learning and sharing in the 
same room. We practice by role 

playing real situations and how to 
handle them the right way and 
the wrong way. They love to 
practice the wrong way, often 

laughing at themselves! They are 
learning the important step of 
making peace when they make a 

mistake. I couldn’t do it without 
the help of Stacy R. assisting. 
Thank you, Stacy R.! 

Classroom needs: 
1.  A new rice cooker (our old one 
has gotten a lot of use for our 

People always ask me, especially 
teachers who are from traditional 
classrooms, “How do you have 
such a wide age range in your 

class?” “How does it work that 
they are all doing different things 
at the same time?” In case you 
would like to have an idea of what 
the classroom was like this morn-
ing, here is a description of the 
observation that I made at about 

10:30: 

One student is flipping pancakes 

over the griddle while another is 

serving pancakes to four students. 
“Would you like some agave syr-
up?” “Yes, please.” Across the 
room ,two elder students are tak-
ing turns giving each other 

spelling tests. In the middle of the 
room, two students are reading an 
experiment out of a book. They 
get stuck on a word and go to an 
elder student to help them read it 
before gathering scissors, a plastic 
bottle, tape, and paper. After they 

come to me to ask for help folding 
the paper, they then perform the 
experiment. They squeal with ex-
citement when the paper cone 

they made shoots up in the air 
when they hit the bottle on both 
sides with their hands. Another 

student notices and comes over. 
“Can I try that?” I ask, “Why do 
you think it does that?” “There is 
air in the bottle!” On the rug, four 
students are factoring using a peg 
board and pegs, each using a dif-

ferent corner of the board. “Hey, 

burritos and snacks!) 
2. A can opener 
3. A popcorn maker 

4. Maple syrup, almond milk, eggs (for 
our pancakes) 

 
Field trips: 
Our last field trip to the Lake Sonoma 
Fish Hatchery was so much fun. Thank 
you to our drivers—Paul, Mary, Matt, 
Shona, Kim, and Jen! The weather was 
beautiful and our tour guide was very 

knowledgable. There was so much water 
flowing out of the dam that the water 
was cloudy with silt, but we did get to 
see a few steelhead swimming up-
stream. Their team of biologists did a 
special sorting just for us and they got 

to feed the smolts. It was a worthwhile 

trip that reinforced what they had been 
learning in the classroom. We also had a 
nice picnic and play time at the play-
ground. 

I don’t have any definite dates for our 
next field trip at this time. I will let you 
know soon. It most likely will be a local 
field trip. Our overnight field trip will be 
in May. I also have not finalized the 

dates for that at this time. 

Thank you 

Thank you to Hope Moroni who has been 
making sure we have ingredients for our 

burritos! Thank you to Mimi’s family and 
Tavia’s family who have been doing our 
class laundry. 

As always, please feel free to come to 
me with any questions, concerns, or 
compliments! It was so nice to be able 
to meet with each of you in our confer-

ences last month. Thank you for your 
time! 

Jr. El. 2 Fire Foxes Class News  
By Stacy Strauss, Guide 

Reminders from Staff 
 

Clothing Change: Each child 
needs a spare set of clothes at 
school that fit for that occasional 
accident, spill, or puddle. Children 

grow, clothes get used and not 
replaced...please make sure your 
child has a complete set. 

Water bottle: Each child needs a 
sturdy water bottle with the child’s 
name on it that STAYS at school. 
These should NOT be disposable, 
one use water bottles. Children 

use these in class and for lunch. 
Sometimes our drinking fountain 
breaks, and they need them for 
outside too. 

Lost and found: During inclem-
ent weather, the lost and found 

rack is in the room between To-
ny’s and Molly’s class. Currently it 
is over-full. Please check it to see 
if anything belongs to your child. 
Please label your child’s remova-
ble clothing, water bottles, and 

lunch boxes so lost items can be re-
turned to them. 

Nutrition policy: No refined sugars or 

artificial sweeteners are allowed in foods 
eaten at school for lunch or snack. If 
your child brings food  or beverage from 

home, please make sure it does not con-
tain as an added ingredient: sugar, or-
ganic sugar, brown sugar, corn syrup, 
fructose, dextrose, sucrose, sucralose, 
etc. Refer to your Family Handbook for 
more information. Foods containing re-
fined sugar will be sent home with a 

note reminding you about the policy. 
Focus on fresh fruit, vegetables, whole 
grains, and unprocessed foods. 



Good Citizenship Starts Here 
Now that conferences are complet-
ed, the students have settled back 
into a normal school day.  As a class 
we have now jumped into science 

fair projects and are preparing for 
our big fieldtrip to San Francisco at 
the end of January.  When you read 
this, we will have already returned 
from an amazing overnight trip to 
Chinatown and the Asian Art muse-
um during Chinese New Year.  1st 

year students are conducting an 
experiment with me in the class-
room. 2nd and 3rd year students 

should already have a question and 
a hypothesis written out for their 
project and now be writing out their 
procedure and beginning to conduct 

their experiments.  If your child 
needs any help honing down their 
project, please contact me or the 
principal ASAP.  Celeste and I love 
science and are more than happy to 
help narrow down your project to a 
good focus.  Ellis and Griffin won a 

tight election for student council.  
Congratulations to both of you.  
Some may wonder why we have a 
student council or class meetings or 

elections.  It is essential to Montes-
sori, learning about democracy, and 

our core purpose as guides.  
“How can we speak of Democra-
cy or Freedom when from the 
very beginning of life we mold 
the child to undergo tyranny, to 
obey a dictator? How can we ex-
pect democracy when we have 

reared slaves? Real freedom be-
gins at the beginning of life, not 

at the adult stage. These people 
who have been diminished in 
their powers, made short-
sighted, devitalized by mental 
fatigue, whose bodies have be-

come distorted, whose wills 
have been broken by elders who 
say: ‘Your will must disappear 
and mine prevail!’—how can we 
expect them, when school-life is 
finished, to accept and use the 
rights of freedom?”  

[Maria Montessori, Education for a 
New World) 

Someone need only read this quote 
above to understand why I take stu-
dent council elections so seriously.  
I chose 20 years ago to be a teacher 
over direct action for change in the 
world.  My brothers and I would dis-
cuss and debate in depth about how 

to secure democracy and freedom. 
For my brother Chris and I, we be-
gan to realize that for us, we need-
ed to become Montessori teachers 
and continue on our parents’ work. 
As Confucius said “If you think in 
terms of a year, plant a seed; if in 

terms of ten years, plant trees; if in 
terms of 100 years, teach the peo-

ple.” We wanted to make a differ-
ence long term and secure a future 
for humanity.  When we have elec-
tions in our classroom, we write 

speeches, we discuss what makes 
someone qualified to be a good rep-
resentative, we discuss how vital it 
is to follow the rules implicitly when 
voting so your vote will count and 
won’t be thrown out. We talk about 
respecting everyone else who was 

Kids yearn for limits. Limits say, “I 
love you enough to show you how to 
have a responsible and happy life.” 
Limits also say, “I love you enough 
to keep you safe.” Limits also help 

us take good care of ourselves so 
we can remain loving. They keep us 
from feeling like doormats; there-
fore, they prevent us from develop-
ing resentment. 

Jr. El. 3 Golden Dragons Class News 
By Anthony Esserman Melville Guide 

Guide-led Conferences January 17

Don’t Set Too Many 
Limits 
by Dr. Charles Fay, Love & Logic Institute 

running and congratulating the win-
ner. We have a ballot box, we have 
paper ballots and a runoff election 

when necessary.  We model what it 
is like to vote as an adult.  We also 

illustrate what it means and the 
consequences for that vote.  Those 
people who won represent you in 
the classroom now.  We have class 
meeting most everyday where we 
talk about issues that need to be 
resolved and come up with solu-

tions.  The Manager (who is a stu-
dent, not the Guide) runs the meet-
ing, and the Foreman (not the 
aides) enforces proper respect for 
the student who is speaking.  Good 
citizenship comes from modeling 

what it means to be an active citi-

zen,  having the skills to be a part of 
this great 240 year experiment 
called American Democracy.  These 
kids are going to be running the 
world someday.  That is why I teach 
in a Montessori School and why my 
children have attended and current-

ly attend Tree of Life. If you put 
children in an environment where 
they are force-fed their curriculum 
and must always “follow” and never 
get an opportunity to “lead,” how do 
you expect they will have the desire 

or tools to be effective leaders?  
With the ups and downs of life, I am 

always heartened knowing that the 
students who were touched by our 
school and Montessori schools eve-
rywhere are now or soon will be 
adults.   

If you ever have any questions or 
concerns please call or text me right 

away at: 707 228 9274. Thank you 
again for giving me the opportunity 
to work with your amazing children.   

So if limits are so important, why 
did I title this tip, “Don’t Set Too 

Many Limits”? When we try to set 
too many limits over too many 
things, we spread ourselves thin and 

lack the time and energy to enforce 
them. Every limit we set, yet fail 
to enforce, erodes our relation-
ship with our children. Every 
limit set, yet not enforced, re-
duces our credibility in the eyes 
of our kids. 

Yes! The stakes are very high. This 
is why we teach three essential 

rules for setting limits:  
1. Keep your limits simple and 

general. “I allow_____as long as it 
doesn’t cause a problem.” 
2. Describe what you will do rather 

than what your kids must do. We 
have control over our own actions 
and not those of others. 
3. Never set a limit you aren’t will-
ing and able to enforce 200% of the 
time. It only takes a slight bit of 
inconsistency on our part for our 

children to realize they can test lim-
its and hope for a chance you’ll slip 
up and not enforce them. 
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Da Milkshakes be jamming! Our 
senior elementary class recently 
ventured to the Luther Burbank 
Center for the Arts to see Black Vio-
lins in concert, and a concert it was. 

This field trip 

almost did not 
happen, so we 
thank our prin-
cipal Celeste 
and all of our 
parent chaper-
ones for driving 

us.  

In other news, 

many students 

have been working on a skills as-
sessment in math for their age to 
bring about self-awareness in their 
abilities to solve a variety of exer-
cises. They will be bringing home a 

small amount of math work to be 
completed at home throughout the 
week to help them sharpen their 

skills that are not getting enough 
attention in the classroom.  

I am very excited to report that we 
are off to the most successful litera-
ture group session. We are heading 
into week 4 and the discussions 
have been lively. Thank you for 
your support in encouraging your 

child to read at home!  

Science fair is upon us! We have 

some great initial questions and 
have begun some background re-
search. February 22, 2017 is our 

school science fair, and your child 
may receive additional coaching on 
Mondays after school with Celeste.  

Our next field trip will be once again 
to the Luther Burbank Center for 
the Arts to watch a science show 

called “Dr. Kaboom.” The date is 
March 7, and it is the 9:30 show. 
We currently have no other field 
trips scheduled for the rest of the 
school year. Our students have re-
quested another overnight that 
would be less intensive than Fort 

Ross was. As a class we are still in 
the process of discussing the possi-

bilities.  

Congratulations to Jack and Garret 
Rahn, who are our new student 
council representatives. Our board 
representative is yet to be deter-
mined.  

Sr. El. Da Milkshakes Class News  
 by Angela Reglin, Guide 

Thank YOU 

Many thanks for the great infor-

mation you provided us by filling at 
the surveys at conferences. It was 
so great to discover that most of 
you want to help out with our up-

coming projects and our big fund-
raiser, Roots & Shoots, coming up 
on April 1st. We’ll soon be asking 
you to sell event tickets! 

Our annual school Science Fair will 

take place on Wednesday, February 

22nd. We are looking for volunteers 

to help the staff with judging the 

projects after school on the 22nd. 

We use the same rubrics as the 

county science fair, and having 

more judges helps the process go 

faster.  

After judging is complete, the Sci-

ence Fair will be open to the public 

from 4-5:30 PM. Stop by to see 

what the students have been ex-

ploring! Parents will also be allowed 

to view projects on Thursday morn-

ing, which is when each classroom 

will also be visiting. Just stop by and 

sign in at the office if you come on 

Thursday. 

Projects that meet the quality 

standards will be invited to enter the 

Mendocino County Science Fair in 

March. Celeste will be available after 

school on Mondays until 4:15 PM to 

advise students on their projects. 

Science Fair-2/22 

Family 
Game 

Night Fun 



Tree of Life Charter 
School  

Phone: 707-462-0913 
Fax: 707-462-0914 
E-mail:treeoflifeschool@pacific.net 
Website: www.treeoflifeschool.net 

Education for Life! 

241 Ford Rd. 
PO Box 966 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

Regular School Hours: 
M, T, Th, F—8:30 AM-3:15 PM 
W—8:30 AM-1:30 PM 

Before School Care 7:30-8:30 AM 
After School Care until 5:30 PM 
Student-Led Conference 2:30 PM Dismissal 
Guide-Led Conference 1:30 PM Dismissal 

Office News  
by JanLaree De Julius, Business Mgr 

From our charter: 
“Like parents everywhere, we care about our 

children, want what’s best for them, and know 

that their experience in school can have a great 

impact on the quality of their life. We want them 

to have an education that is worthy of their 

beauty and potential. We want them in a place 

where they are known, not as faces in a crowd, 

but individually and personally. We want them in 

a school where they receive direct, high-quality 

attention, where their actual needs are met, 

where their potential is being realized.” 

CHILD CARE: Our child care pro-
grams are not part of the regular 
school day funded by the State, so 
we must charge a fee in order to be 

able to pay the staff who care for 
your children during this time.  

Invoices through January will be 
handed out or mailed to you soon. 
If you cannot pay your balance and 
have used your deposit, we ask that 
you find other child care OR come 
to the office and make a payment 
plan. We also accept payments from 

NCO and other subsidy plans. 
PLEASE NOTE: If you do not make a 
payment or payment plan, and you 
continue to leave your child in our 
child care program, we will be 
forced to call someone on your 

emergency list to pick up your child 
as they will not longer be enrolled in 

our child care program. Thank you 
to all the parents who have kept up 
with their payments or made pay-
ment plans. We really appreciate it. 

ATTENDANCE: Please call the of-
fice before 9:00 a.m. if your child is 
going to be tardy or absent. Re-

member that if your child is tardy, 
you (a parent/guardian), must 
come into the office and sign her/
him in. Students are NOT author-
ized to sign themselves in or out. 
Please remember that if you write in 
“overslept”, “late”  or “tardy” as the 

reason, that is not an excusable rea-
son for being late to school and your 
child will be reported to the State as 
tardy.  

INDEPENDENT STUDY PACKETS: 
IF YOUR CHILD HAS A PACKET THAT 

HAS NOT BEEN COMPLETED, CHECK 
THE DUE DATE AT THE BOTTOM OF 
THE FORM YOU SIGNED. PLEASE 
HAVE YOUR CHILD FINISH THE 

PACKET(S) AND TURN IT INTO THE 
OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. If 
packets are not completed and 

turned in, we have to report your 
child as absent for the days they 
were out. The School does not re-
ceive funding for excused or unex-
cused absences. If your child was 
absent due to a family trip or other 

unexcused absence, and you did not 
do independent study, the days ab-
sence count towards truancy, which 
is also reported to the State. We are 
really trying hard to have much less 
truancy this year, so please help us 

out and help your child. 

T-shirts and Hoodies: I forgot to 
report last month that we sold 

$195.00 worth of T-shirts and Hood-
ies at the Winter Party. We have 
more and they are available to pur-
chase any time during the school 
year. T-shirts are $15 and Hoodies 
are $25.00. We have both youth and 
adult sizes.  

Roots and Shoots: I also forgot to 
report that we sold $165.00 worth of 

tickets at the Winter Party. If you 

need more Raffle tickets to sell, we 
have them. Please stop in and pick 
some up. We are hoping this year’s 
event will be the best and most suc-

cessful ever!!!! All monies raised will 
help to facilitate the event and all 
profits directly support your school. 
Thank you to the Flamers and Jen 
Ehlers for signing up to be our event 
co-chairs. Look for information to be 

coming from them soon. The event is 

coming up soon...April 1st!  

The office hours are 7:30am - 

4:00pm, phone 462-0913, fax 462-
0914. As always, should you have 
any questions or need any assistance 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
I am here to assist in any way possi-
ble. 

Parking Lot 

Yay! The driveway was finally dry 
enough to get smoothed out. Please 

help it stay that way AND keep our 
children safe by DRIVING SLOWLY. 

And it seems that people forgot that 
on RAINY DAYS you need to park and 

come in to the classroom pick up 
your children. Child care staff will not 
be outside standing in the rain to 
fetch children for you! So if it’s rain-
ing, do not start lining up your cars 
along the fence. Instead, find a place 
to park in the visitor parking area. 

And please do not cut through by 
opening the wooden gate...it is diffi-
cult to close back up again. 
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February 2017—Tree of Life 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

School Mall 

  

 

      

Email Fundraiser       

Until Feb. 5th   Parent Council    

   5:30 PM, potluck    

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Leukemia&Lymphoma       

Society Fundraising       

Through Feb. 24       

       

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
  Dance Fundraiser   No School  

  For L&L Society     

    Board Cabinet   

    Meeting 4:30   

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 No School      

 Presidents’ Day  Science Fair    

   Open 4-5:30    

       

26 27 28     
   March Open House on   

   Open enrollment March 9th   

   For 2017-18 6-8 PM   

       

       
 NO LUNCH ON  

 
BURRITOS SOUP/STEW PASTA CASSEROLE  

 MONDAYS      

       

       

http://www.calendarlabs.com/printable-calendar.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/presidents-day.php


Tree of Life Charter School  

Parking, Drop Off, Pick Up Procedures 

 Vehicle Drivers: Working together we can ensure a safer parking lot and 
loading/unloading procedures for our students. Please note the areas in 

BOLD below that are YOUR action steps! See the beautiful color map 

accompanying this flyer. 
 
Drop Off/Unloading: To drop off students, stay in the right hand 
lane. The first 2 cars will stop in the 2 yellow rectangles and 
ONLY those 2 cars have 30 seconds to unload, then move on. 
Make sure your children are ready BEFORE reaching that 
station. Vehicles that are not ready will be directed by staff or 
volunteers to continue around the driveway and come back through 
the vehicle line or go to the parking area. Children exit the passenger 
side and will walk directly to the Main Gate, which is the only 
entry/exit point they should be using. 
 
Parking: If you choose to park to drop off or pick up, stay in the 
left hand lane and turn left at the end of the lane to the 
parking areas indicated along the back stalls. Make sure your 
children exit the vehicle and walk WITH YOU in the marked pedestrian 

walkway all the way to the Main Gate. If parking to pick up your 
children, have them walk WITH YOU in the marked pedestrian 
walkway all the way to your vehicle. (Note that staff and disabled parking only 

is placed adjacent to the “through” lane so that visitors/parents will not park in the 
driveway or “pick-up & drop-off” lane and children will not be crossing the road there.) 
 
Pick Up/Loading: To pick up students, stay in the right hand 
lane. The first 2 cars will stop in the 2 yellow rectangles and 
ONLY those 2 cars have 30 seconds load, then move on. Staff 
will bring children to the Main Gate if they are being picked up 
immediately after school. Children staying for After School Care will 
be in the play area. No children may be north of the concrete sidewalk 
until after the 15 minute loading time has passed. IF CHILDREN ARE 
NOT READY, driver will be directed to continue around the driveway 
and come back through the vehicle line or park in the parking area 
and come to the Main Gate to get the children. On rainy days, drivers 
must park in the parking area and pick up their children directly from 
their classroom, or from the child care room if more than 15 minutes 
past dismissal time. 



The 10 commandments of school parking lot safety 

 
I.  Thou shalt not park in the pick-up & drop-off lane, at the ends of 
the stalls, or in any area marked “NO PARKING.” 
 
II. Thou shalt not drop children off unless thou art stopped in a yellow 
loading/unloading rectangle. 
 
III. Thou shalt not park in the Staff Parking area unless thou art an 
employee of the school. 
 

IV. Thou shalt not allow children to walk to or from the Main Gate 
from or to the parking area without an adult, and thou shalt use only 
the Main Gate as thy entrance and exit point for school. 
 
V.  Thou shalt remember to park in the designated parking area and 
driver or other adult walk to the office to sign in child to campus if 
you are arriving to school after 8:30 AM.  
 
VI. Thou shalt safeguard the safety of children by not driving in or 
parking next to the pedestrian walkway. 

 
VII. Thou shalt drive slowly (5 mph) and carefully (not using cell 
phone) in the parking and loading/unloading zones. 
 
VIII. Thou shalt ensure thy children are ready to exit the vehicle on 
the passenger side immediately after reaching a yellow rectangle, and 
thou shalt inform thy children each day about whether they are 
staying after school or will be picked up immediately (writing a note 
about this will help the staff too). 
 

IX. Thou shalt prepare and advise thy children and other drivers of 
thy children about the parking lot procedures and their purpose. 
 
X. Thou shalt heed the guidance of the staff and volunteer parking lot 
supervisors with good will and appreciation. 
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